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Overview 

As the capital of Scotland, Edinburgh is a diverse, multicultural and friendly city with so many 

exciting events going on every day. It offers something to everyone so hesitate no more and 

go on an exchange!   

 

Edinburgh Castle 

 

Accommodation 

Although I had received an offer from the student accommodation for the catered Pollock 

Halls, I decided to stay at a short-term rental apartment via Airbnb. It’s cheaper, considering 

that I mostly cook myself, and way more convenient to get to the two campuses. By talking 

to friends who stayed at the student accommodation, I would strongly suggest picking 

accommodations that are relatively closer to the campus(es) you have classes at. For people 



who stay mostly at the Central campus, there are many good choices and staying in that area 

would make life a lot more convenient. For people who are mostly (or entirely) having classes 

at King’s Buildings, however, I would suggest staying at somewhere either close to the campus 

or with a direct bus going to King’s Buildings. Trust me, 9 o’clock lectures can be a huge 

struggle if you have to change one or two buses on the way.  

 

Panoramic View of the City from the Castle 

 

Cost of Living 

Groceries 

Food is mostly cheaper than Dunedin if you choose the right supermarket and keep a budget 

in mind. I was lucky enough to live super close to several great shops. To save money 

efficiently, I’d suggest shopping at shops like Aldi, Lidl and Asda more often. Although these 

shops tend to have fewer brand choices for each product, you’ll essentially find nearly 

everything you need.  Lidl sells awesome bakery on the side note. ;)  

Dining Out 

It costs a lot more to eat out in Edinburgh comparing to the cost in Dunedin. You’ll be 

expected to pay the same price as in Dunedin but under different currency, therefore 

essentially doubling the cost.  



Transportation 

The bus system in Edinburgh is definitely terrific. I got a Ridacard shortly after arrival and it 

only costs a student 45 pounds a month to get unlimited rides for buses, trams and airlinks 

(buses going between the airport and the rest of the town). If you are planning to travel 

around Scotland, there are cheap tickets regularly sold on the official website of Scotrail. They 

are not necessarily fast though. The train to Glasgow takes the same time as coaches so it’s 

really a matter of personal preferences sometimes. If you want to save up even more, take 

the coach, Citylink 900.  

 

Princes Street at night, with trams and buses passing by 

 

Courses/Workload 

Since I am a Statistics and Mathematics majored student who only did papers in these two 

subjects, my learning experience at University of Edinburgh would only be applicable for these 

areas. Personally, I felt that the difficulties of the courses vary a lot. Unlike Otago, Edinburgh 

has a reasonable selection of courses that are completely internally assessed. They are, in a 

way, very similar to the internal exams we had for NCEAs in high school. In one of the 

statistical analysis courses, we had a 15% test, a written report and a follow-up presentation. 

The rest of the papers available, however, will be based mainly on the final exam results. 

Questions for the final exams are relatively predictable if the lecturers haven’t changed in 

recent years, so make sure you do go over all the past exam questions provided.  



My suggestion is to select a mixture of 100% internally assessed papers and papers that 

mostly depend on the final exams marks. In this way, you will be able to have a lot more time 

to prepare for the finals.   
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Weather 

From what I have experienced, I’d say that Edinburgh’s 

weather is very similar to Dunedin’s. It doesn't get too hot 

in Summer while the sunshine is perfect for days out. Do 

bring efficient waterproof gears since it does get fairly 

rainy and windy in winter. Umbrellas are not that useful 

since those foldable ones can be easily damaged by the 

strong wind. 

 

 



 

 

 

Things to do in Edinburgh 

There are many interesting places to visit in 

Edinburgh. If you are a museum and gallery 

lover, make sure to visit the National Museum 

and the National Gallery. There are special 

exhibitions on throughout the year which can 

be super awesome. I would also recommend 

booking a free Scottish Parliament Building 

tour. It’s around one hour long and provides a 

good insight of both the parliament and the 

building itself. If you want to explore the city, 

hop onto a double-decker bus!  
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Tips and Advice 

1. Stay calm and be patient. Anything can potentially go wrong during your exchange but 

fortunately every problem can be solved. Don't panic when accidents happen and 

make sacrifices when needed.  

2. Go to all the lectures and workshops. It’s not only the best way to learn, but also a 

great opportunity to meet new people. 

3. Make good use of the Innovative Learning Week and revision period. There are heaps 

of fun events going on during the week so don't miss them!   

4. Stay out of the “comfort zone”. It’s easy to get lazy and wanting to stay away from the 

many problems during the exchange, but this will only make things worse. It’s way 

more useful to face the problems directly and solve them one by one.  

5. Talk to the lecturers. During some of your courses, you might find slight differences 

between the prerequisite courses and the courses you’ve taken previously at Otago. 

Always double check with the lecturer if you know all the prerequisite knowledge in 

case any of those come up in tests and exams.  



 

The Meadows 

 

Conclusion 

Going on the exchange to the University of Edinburgh has been one of the most memorable 

experiences I have ever had. It’s a terrific destination for study, exploration and meeting new 

friends.  So what are you waiting for? Go to Edinburgh and you won’t regret it!  

 

   


