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University of Amsterdam  
2016 Semester 2 
Law & Dip Lang 
 
Admin 
When you arrive you will have to have appointments with the City Hall and get a visa, you will first 
have an appointment with the University and they will help arrange everything for you. I didn’t sign 
up for the ISN week because I arrived late, but if you are wanting to meet other people about to do 
their exchange it’s a good thing to do. They also did lots of other activities throughout the semester.  
 
Course 
The campus for the law school is in an amazing location right in the middle of town and on the 
canals. I took International Criminal Tribunals – Substantive Law, European Union Law (the 
compulsory one), and Victims of War law. These were all great papers, and the lecturers have 
incredible backgrounds as judges and lawyers in The Hague and other branches of international law. 
So I can’t recommend them enough. European Union law isn’t too bad, even though people say so! 
Just keep on top of the readings and the concepts are quite simple. It might be more interesting next 
year considering the Brexit and the Netherlands potentially wanting to leave. I had done 
international law papers back in Otago, and so just didn’t sign up for the International Law 
Introduction paper which was supposedly compulsory, and no one called me up on it. Exams are 
pretty easy compared to Otago – the only thing I can suggest is to keep doing readings, and you 
won’t be stressed at the end of the block. The exams come about pretty fast as you only have 6 
weeks of class before them! The other massive bonus is that classes generally finish at the end of 
May (if you pass your papers). That means that you have plenty of time to do some summer travel in 
Europe before heading back to NZ! 
 
Live 
I decided not to go with the student accommodation option, as it’s luck-of-the-draw I didn’t want to 
risk being put somewhere I didn’t want to be. So, I lived in the Student Hotel Amsterdam City, which 
was amazing. It’s a brand new thing for international students, but people can stay there as a regular 
hotel as well. I was on the 10th floor with a panorama view of Amsterdam and the canals, free gym 
downstairs and bike, and the facilities are just amazing in general. Google it. There’s a Student Hotel 
West as well, but it’s not the ideal location. It was expensive, but entirely worth the money in my 
opinion, as the people I met there are now some of my best friends! But, as a cheaper option, the 
student housing can be fine.  
 
Amsterdam has a really good, laid back vibe – people spend their time in cafes (look in 
yourlittleblackbook Amsterdam for the best places to hang out), biking around, exploring the little 
back streets, going to markets, boating down the canals and going out. Keep your eye out and there 
are always food festivals, art festivals, and good gigs – always heaps to do. The red light district is 
fun, but if you step away from the tourist trap bars and clubs you’ll find the locals clubs are so much 
better! There are heaps of young people in the city, and everyone is friendly.  
 
Though it’s an incredible city in itself, Amsterdam is also in the perfect location for other travel. 
Flights are cheap, and you can easily structure your classes so that you go away for the weekends 
and still have plenty of time in Amsterdam. I went away about every second week, I recommend 
seeing as much of Europe as you can! 
 
Why Amsterdam 
Everyone who has lived in Amsterdam loves it. It’s totally beautiful, and the Dutch have a quality of 
life that is infectious. Leaving was so hard, and I can’t wait to go back! I know everyone who goes on 
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exchange is biased about the place that they went to, but from sharing experiences and visiting 
other friends doing their exchanges, I genuinely believe Amsterdam is hard to beat. There’s 
something pretty unique about living in the buzz of such a famous city, but it still being small enough 
to bike everywhere and know it like the back of your hand. It’s the perfect city to have an exchange, 
so if you are considering it, absolutely try to come to Amsterdam. It’s the best decision you’ll make 
in your degree at Otago.  
 
What you’ll see every day if you live here… 

 
 
The view from my accommodation 

 


