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It seems to be a fairly common theme in these exchange reviews (just another reason to go on one 

yourself) but my exchange was the best 6 months of my life, hands down. I had the opportunity to travel 

and see incredible sights, meet amazing people and had an absolute blast. If you are tossing up between 

Uni’s, please choose Texas, you won’t be disappointed. Hot weather, beautiful campus, the most 

hospitable Southerners and a huge student culture make this the best Uni in America.   

Accommodation  

During my time at UT, I lived at Regents West 24th Street which is an apartment complex. I used the UT 

exchange students page to meet other international students and organize the apartment. This was an 

amazing option as we became family and I now have close friends not only from the states, but from 

across the world. It was nice to be able to come back to a home where everyone is in a similar situation 

in terms of being overseas in a new environment. I shared a room which made this a relatively cheap 

option, especially considering the standard of living which was incredible. I also had friends who stayed 

in co-ops, especially pearl street, who had a blast and spoke very highly of their time there.  

Finance  

Finance matters are in your hands really; it depends on how much you want to do. I would save as much 

as you possibly can in order to give yourself the option to do anything and everything. I opened a Wells 

Fargo account which worked well as they have ATM’s nation-wide. I also had a travel card through 

Kiwibank which was handy because I could transfer money onto that card through my NZ internet 

banking for instant use.  

Course Loads 

Personally I found classes easier than at Otago, however, work-loads seem to vary dramatically between 

subjects and papers as I had friends who had fairly full on time tables and homework each class etc. I 

would recommend taking papers that genuinely interest you and perhaps are not offered at Otago. If 

you are looking for something a little different, take the Human Sexuality and Relationships paper which 

is part of the Educational Psychology department. A fantastic lecturer and eye opening material. Try to 

check out the paper syllabus before signing up to get an idea of what is covered and your requirements, 

as some classes are compulsory attendance which is different to Otago. This may also impact your ability 

to travel etc. so take some time to consider all your options and what you want from the trip.   

UT life 

The University of Texas will blow your mind. In many ways it is similar to Otago in terms of being a real 

student orientated town, just on a waaaaay bigger scale. Everyone will be wearing Texas kit and if you 

are seen anywhere aside from Texas you will no doubt get a “hook em horns” in the street. Campus is 

beautiful and the facilities are ridiculous. Multiple gyms, pools, fields, libraries, food, not to mention the 

football stadium. If you are lucky enough to be there in the fall semester for football, this alone will 



make your time at UT.103,000 people cheering, chanting and the game day experience is something 

that words cannot describe, even if you are not a football fan. I would recommend joining a group or 

sports team as it is a great way to meet some American friends and network. Greek life is also huge so 

try get along to frat parties, sorority date nights and everything in-between to really immerse yourself in 

the American Uni life.  

 

 

Austin 

Austin city is such a vibrant city, with so many events and facilities to cater all tastes. There are so many 

beautiful parks, lakes and rivers to explore as well as plenty of Texas culture. This includes Texas BBQ, 

two step dancing, tacos, river floats and more! There are always big names and events coming to town. 

Some highlights while I was there were the formula 1 racing which included Taylor Swift and Usher 

concerts, Kanye West’s tour and the music festival Austin City Limits which is an absolute must! 

Thursday is student night and Thursday through Saturday they close off 6th street which is lined with 

bars and clubs for pedestrians. Make sure to check out both west and east 6th street and on a Sunday 

you have to get down to Rainey street for live music and cheap cocktails! Tuesdays and Wednesdays 

offer $1 beers at student bars so a good night out is never off the cards.   

 

 



 

Travel 

Travel as much as you can! Even if this is within Texas and the greater Austin area, get out and see 

things. Buses are very cheap, as are flights if you book them early enough. Google flights was the 

cheapest for flights but the individual airlines also run promotions similar to grab a seat so check those 

out too. While we were there, a few of us hired an RV and did a road trip around the southern states. 

This was an incredible experience, a great way to see many states and an American classic. Zip car is a 

service that allows you to rent cars by using a card to unlock them. They are parked all around Uni and 

are a very cost effective option for day trips so look into that. 

 

 

 

HOOK EM HORNS! 


