
Boston College 

I attended Boston College in the ‘Fall Semester’ of 2016 (August-December), it 

was the first of 2 exchanges that I was lucky enough to go on. I would highly 

recommend Boston to anyone, it was an unforgettable semester that more 

than met my already high expectations. 

 

 

Pre-Departure 

Prior to leaving, there was a significant amount to organise besides the standard Otago 

application forms. The most obvious are the visa requirements which (if you’re on an NZ 

passport like me) require some time (and a few hundred dollars) online filling out forms and 

a trip up to Auckland for an interview at the embassy. You will most likely be on a student 

exchange visa. 

The university itself also required a significant amount of paperwork. The most time 

consuming was the main application to study at the university. Apart from the usual 

personal details and records, you will need to include proof of funds and your preferences 

for classes. The latter process is a little difficult as you will not be able to access the full 

‘agora portal’ (their version of evision) and even after you’ve sorted which courses (they ask 

you for 10 of which you will do 4-5) you would like to do, you will likely be asked to pick a 

few more (BC classes tend to be small, and students there get priority so exchange students 

get last bite of the cherry in most cases). Its best to be flexible in this period as its often 

possible to change classes (and even sometimes get into full ones) during the first week of 

semester which you will inevitably end up doing. 



There is also a couple of medical/insurance forms to fill out. This is worth doing early as in 

addition to a full medical examination they also require a list of vaccinations (some of which 

aren’t compulsorily given in NZ and require a month between). Don’t worry if you don’t get 

them done though- it just means you’ll have to get them over there and deal with a few 

more forms. It is also necessary to get BC insurance in addition to your own travel insurance. 

You’ll pay them >$1000 when you’re over there for the pleasure. 

 

 

Accommodation 

Once again, it’s best to be flexible when organising accommodation and rely on a bit of luck. 

BC students generally live in on-campus dorms (halls) in their first two years and then go 

flatting in third year. They then return to the dorms in their final year (I have no idea why). 

Although you will be given the option to apply for an on-campus, in my year I didn’t really 

know of any exchange student who got one. As such you should make a profile on the BC 

accommodation page and either try and find someone looking to sublet their room (also see 

various facebook groups) or form a group of about 5 and search for a flat. 

Your priority should be location above all else. Although I initially thought I’d like to flat with 

Americans I ended up flatting with exchange students (2 girls and 2 boys) and did not regret 

doing so at all. If you do go with Americans make sure they go to BC (the BC site also 

includes some other colleges). I was about 20 minutes’ walk from college campus and 

wouldn’t advise being much further away than that (even if you can tram in its better to be). 

Have a look on google maps- people tend to flat to the east of campus from Foster st to 

about Beacon street (Cleveland Circle). A free BC bus runs along Comm Ave from Cleveland 

Circle. 



The best thing I can say about rent costs is that it made me appreciate Dunedin more. 

You’re looking at about $900-$1000 (USD) per month as standard (minimum would be 

about $750 with maximum being upwards of $1500). It was more like $1300 to stay campus 

(plus a compulsory meal plan). I was lucky to find a landlord that agreed to a 4 month lease 

term. Also note that a lot of landlords use real-estate agents so you might have to pay them 

a fee at the start too. There is no reason to panic about sorting accommodation- most 

people (including me) sort it close to their arrival. Its best to at least have a group sorted.  

 

Academics 

BC has a very good academic reputation in the States. I do an LLB/BA (Politics & Economics) 

at Otago so I mostly did Arts papers over there. Although assessment was quite different in 

style/form, in most classes I found the actual difficulty of the material to be comparable to 

Otago. However, the Business school at BC is very renowned and highly ranked so classes in 

that department tend to be more difficult than at Otago. If you’re struggling, you can book a 

free tutoring session at the O’Neill library for pretty much any subject. 

Me and most other exchange students agreed that American classrooms are more similar to 

how high school classes would be in NZ. Classes tend to be smaller but even in relatively 

large ones the professor will know your name and not only notice any absences but often 

expect you to engage in classroom discussion. Rather than having 1-2 big papers and a final 

exam determine your mark, you can expect a lot smaller, but more frequent homework 

assignments and short papers with a final that counts for a lot less. Although coming from 

Otago I at first thought this was kind of annoying, I pretty quickly got used to it and came to 

enjoy it. It is a lot easier to engage in a lecture when the lecturer knows who you are, and 

how you are going. 

 

 



 

Life At BC 

BC offers a really good balance of recreational activities and clubs centred around its well 

landscaped campus (the buildings are pretty nice too). There are plenty of clubs (the 

political ones were pretty good) as well as plenty of cultural groups and sport teams (there’s 

even a rugby team). The ‘Rec’ is their version of unipol which also includes squash courts 

and an indoor tennis court. 

BC sporting teams also play matches in their massive stadium complex (includes an outdoor 

football stadium and an indoor ice hockey/basketball arena). Although BC isn’t a great 

football school (they either thrash small schools or get demolished by the famous ones), its 

still a lot of fun going to the games. In terms of actual sporting entertainment, the ice 

hockey was my personal favourite and BC are in the top tier of schools nationally. 

Depending on your interest in sports, buying a pass ($100-ish) was worth it for me and lets 

you go to all the games (most are cheap but the odd football game gets quite expensive). 

Most of your BC classmates (including everyone on-campus) will have purchased meal plans 

and will thus use their ‘eagle bucks’ at the different food outlets around campus. Personally, 

I mostly cooked my meals at my flat and then used regular dollars on campus every now and 

then. Doing so saved me a bit of money and I suggest spending a week or 2 in Boston before 

buying a meal plan. Note that the different food outlets all have slightly different menus.  

Despite technically being a Catholic (Jesuit) school, alcohol is tolerated on campus although 

to a far less extent than at Otago. If you’re under 21, and like a drink, I don’t recommend 

coming to BC (as many people I met regretted not waiting). Even buying a beer in a bar, my 

passport would always be checked (MA are one of the strictest states in the US at this and 

wouldn’t accept foreign drivers licences). If you’re big into partying and clubbing then BC 

might not be your best bet anyway. There tend to be more bars than clubs which suited me 

personally. A lot of the BC students talk up ‘mod parties’ (parties held in the on-campus 

flats), which are virtually Dunedin flat parties whereas the smaller ones were a lot of fun. 

 



 

 

Boston and Travel 

Boston is a great city to live in. The weather is a tad more varied than Otago in that when I 

first arrived in August the temperature was well over 30 degrees, but this had fallen to an 

average high of just over freezing when I left. Most of the time it was pretty similar to New 

Zealand however, and even on the very cold days (there was a blizzard where the 

temperature fell to -20), the houses are much better insulated so it was more tolerable than 

at home. I believe however that the weather is a lot colder in the ‘spring’ semester than 

when I went. 

 BC is located about 20-30mins away from the centre, and can be accessed by tram (take the 

one from Reservoir station near Cleveland Circle as it’s a lot faster). There are well over 20 

universities in the city and some of the best friends I made went to other universities in the 

area. Like Dunedin, its easy to get stuck in the ‘bubble’ around campus so its important to 

head out whenever you get a spare few hours.  

I went on several trips around the area too. New York is an easy (and cheap) bus ride away 

and I went down there 3 times (including for the US Open tennis, and for Thanksgiving). The 

rest of New England is also beautiful for a bit of fresh air and the hiking (and Vermont beer) 

is top-notch. I also did 2 larger trips, the first to Chicago and the other to Montreal. 

 

 

 

 


