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Guidelines for Applications to the Research Committee 
for funds to support 

Research Conference Attendance or Student Support –February 2014 

 

 

Principles 

1.  Research Committee funds are sourced from PBRF money and the aim of the funds 
expended by the committee are to foster further research in the Department that will 
either; 

 improve the PBRF performance of applicant(s) 

 support publishing of research 

 and/or support research students in their learning 

2.   If other funding opportunities exist (e.g faculty funds for graduate research students 
to travel to conferences, DSM support for staff to attend conferences, DSM capital 
equipment funding rounds) then evidence will need to be provided in the application 
that these avenues have been pursued and exhausted. 

3.  In instances where funds are sought to support a student research project, it will be 
the expectation that the funds already granted by the Department (or attached to a 
scholarship held by the student) will be used prior to recourse to Research 
Committee Funds. 

4.  Funding ceilings will vary from year to year as Departmental Budgets allow. 
Considerable discretion therefore lies with the committee as to the level and 
frequency of grants awarded.  

5.  In keeping with the fluctuating level of funding the Research Committee receives, no 
item in these guidelines should be considered a funding entitlement by any staff 
member or student.  Every indication for potential disbursement is ultimately at the 
discretion of the committee and these may fluctuate from year to year. 

6. All decisions will be made in committee with conflicted individuals absenting 
themselves from the room while the decision is made. 

  



 

 

 

Staff and Student Conference Travel 

1.  For permanent academic staff or joint clinical staff it is the expectation that the DSM 
funds conference travel and research committee funds will not be spent for this 
purpose. 

2.  Graduate students can apply for research committee support after other avenues 
have been exhausted to a maximum of $2500.  Only one award per student will be 
offered during their study for any one degree.  A paper must be being presented by 
the student at the conference and it is an expectation that this work will be converted 
to a publishable output shortly thereafter. 

3.  Research only staff supported by grants can apply for conference support. It is 
expected that some support will be provided from the group/grant supporting the 
project they are working on.  A maximum of $1500 applies.  Usually awards can only 
be made to a single staff member up to a frequency of every two years, but 
exceptions will be made if funds allow. 

 

Research Applications 

1.  The purpose of research grants is to support preliminary and pilot studies that will be 
publishable in their own right but also have the potential to lead to larger studies 
supported by larger contestable granting bodies.  

2.  A fully costed application is required. A ceiling of $10000 per project applies. 

3. Criteria for ongoing funding for separate or related projects will be judged on the prior 
productivity of studies supported by preceding grants. 

4.  Projects to be carried out by students are valid but it must be the supervising staff 
member who applies for the money, not the student. 

5.  It should not be the expectation of student supervisors that research committee funds 
will be available to support graduate student research if funding cannot be secured 
from other sources.  Graduate students can only be enrolled in the department on 
projects on which there is already identifiable funding secured. 

6.  Review for funding of a project by the research committee does not constitute an 
assessment of the work’s validity for the purposes of ethical review. 

 

Supporting publishing 

1.  Charges for posters of other legitimate expenses incurred in order to promote, 
publicise or disseminate research are all legitimate grounds for applications for 
support. 

2.  If publishing in a journal for which page charges apply is being considered or is 
applicable, and it is the intention of the researcher to seek research committee funds 
to publish in this way, approval in principle for funds must occur prior to submission 
of the paper to that journal.  Considering the costs and the dubious quality of some of 
these journals, a compelling case will have to be made as to why a high quality piece 
of research cannot be submitted to a conventional journal that does not attract such 
charges.  A limit of $2500 per publication will apply. 

  



 

 

 

Equipment purchases/ maintenance 

1.  If recourse to the DSM equipment committee is unsuccessful for a certain piece of 
equipment, an application to the research committee can be considered. 

2.  The item will need to be central to the execution of research that supports publishing 
or student activity. 

3.  An upper limit of $8000 per item will apply. 

 

Supporting research students 

1.  Budgets to support the projects of summer students, BMedSci (Hons), MSc and 
MMedSci students will be welcome. 

2.  The application should occur prior to acceptance of the student into the department 
for the study if the granting of the money is central to the work taking place or not. 

3.  For a summer student the upper limit will be $2000. 

4.  For BMedSci (Hons), MSc and MMedSci students the upper limit is $4000 per year of 
research activity. 

5.  PhD students can apply to the committee for support if their studies enter into a 4th 
year.  Granting of this money will be contingent upon a report of satisfactory progress 
by the student’s supervisor(s).  The upper limit of this supplementary grant will be the 
equivalent of student fees for that year, including the mandatory student welfare levy.  
Further support (stipendiary support) for such students in the 4th year of study will not 
be disbursed from the research committee but such requests can be forwarded to the 
HOD who will consider such requests on a hardship basis depending on available 
funds. 

6.  It is an expectation that the departmental support for PhD students (funds not 
disbursed by the research committee) will represent the Department’s ongoing 
support for their studies and that recourse to research committee funds should not be 
necessary.   If extenuating circumstances arise an application can be lodged. 

 

Exceptional Circumstances 

At times circumstances or financial resources may permit the committee to grant funds to 
applicants for sums or purposes outside the above guidelines.  Such applications will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis by the full committee. 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Robertson 

Chair, WCH Research Committee, April 2013. Revised August 2013 

Revised and endorsed by the Research Committee 13 February 2014 


