








Majoring in 
Education Studies
What is Education Studies?

If you are interested in 
education, but not necessarily 
wanting to be a teacher, 
Education Studies might be 
the right pathway for you. 
The study of education is 
concerned with how societies 
ensure that their children and 
adults become knowledgeable 
citizens.

Qualifications Available:

~	 Bachelor of Arts (majoring in 

Education)

~	  Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in 

Education and/or Postgraduate 

Diploma in Arts 

Topics covered in Education range from 

Educational Psychology (how children, 

young people and adults learn); how 

education systems evolve and how 

they function; the role of education in 

the lives of families and communities; 

the historical influences that have 

shaped education systems nationally 

and internationally; and the cultural, 

social and political influences on the 

school curriculum. The study of gender, 

disability, Mäori education, ICT, and 

educational and social science research 

methods also feature in the mix of 

undergraduate work of the University of 

Otago College of Education.

Career Opportunities

BA students with a major in Education 

Studies are able to apply for a diverse 

range of jobs in most fields open to Arts 

graduates.

Education can be an especially useful 

background for careers in research, 

policy analysis, social work, the 

counselling professions and many 

areas of the public service. Educational 

processes are important in almost 

all settings and Education graduates 

may have a valuable role in most 

organisations.

Many students find that selected 

Education papers are useful to 

complement their studies in other 

disciplines and degrees or to undertake 

alongside another major. This includes 

subjects like Psychology, Political 

Science, Philosophy, Anthropology, 

Economics and Law.

For more information

For further general information 

including information on papers 

available within Education Studies, 

please visit our website:  

www.otago.ac.nz/education

 

ARTSBACHELOR OF ARTS (BA)

25



The University of Otago 
College of Education has a 
diverse range of postgraduate 
qualifications and offers well-
qualified research supervisors. 

The following programmes 
are only available to those 
who have obtained an 
undergraduate education 
degree and would like to 
further their qualification 
and studies. If you do not 
hold a qualification in teacher 
education, but would like to 
become a teacher, please refer 
to the Graduate Diploma in 
Teaching with the options 
relating to Early Childhood 
Education (page 7), Primary 
Education (page 11) and 
Secondary Education (page 18).

Qualifications Specifically For 
Teachers

~ 	Postgraduate Certificate in Teaching

~ 	Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching

~ 	Master of Teaching

These qualifications are designed to 

appeal to the professional development 

interests of teachers and educational 

administrators at all levels of the 

education system, especially early 

childhood, primary and secondary 

education.

Qualifications for Teachers 
and Others Interested in 
Education

~ 	Postgraduate Diploma in Arts 

(Education)

~ 	Master of Education

~ 	Master of Arts

~ 	Doctor of Philosophy

~	 Doctor of Education

These qualifications are designed to 

include a wider group of participants. 

This wider group includes teachers 

and educational administrators who 

are seeking to engage in postgraduate 

research. It also includes others who are 

interested in studying and researching 

education at postgraduate level, but 

who are not currently committed to 

careers in teaching or educational 

administration.

Distance Learning
It is possible to undertake many of the 

postgraduate papers by distance through 

the use of computer conferencing or 

other Distance Learning approaches.  It 

is possible to gain qualifications up to 

master’s degree level in this way. For 

an updated list of courses available by 

distance, check on the website: 

www.otago.ac.nz/education

Availability of Papers

Details of the postgraduate papers 

available each year will be released in 

August of the previous year. Some of the 

papers will address fundamental issues 

underpinning educational practices and 

issues, while others will focus on highly 

practical considerations of learning, 

teaching and assessment in particular 

curriculum areas.

For more information 

You can obtain the Postgraduate Study 

Options 2010 Handbook from the College 

of Education office or check on the 

website: www.otago.ac.nz/education

POSTGRADUATEPOSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES
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ADMISSIONADMISSION INTO OUR PROGRAMMES

Domestic Students Entrance 
Requirements 

All students who are wishing to apply for 

our programmes will need to ensure that 

they meet the minimum requirements 

for entry. 

The following information contains 

the relevant admission information for 

entry to all our Education programmes 

including Teacher Education and non-

teacher education programmes such 

as the Bachelor of Arts majoring in 

Educational Studies.

Education Studies 

If you wish to take the Bachelor of 

Arts, majoring in Education Studies, 

you are required to meet the minimum 

University Entrance requirements.

Teacher Education

Additional to obtaining the required 

entrance level, all students are required 

to apply for a place in the programme.

More information is available on page 30 

on how the process works.

The application pack is available online 

www.otago.ac.nz/education or, to obtain 

a pack, contact the College of Education 

(contact information on inside back 

cover). 

For more information on all admissions, 

please refer to the University website: 

www.otago.ac.nz/courses/subjects 

The following programmes require minimum University Entrance:

Bachelor of Teaching – 	 Bachelor of Education Studies and Graduate 	
Early Childhood Education	 Diploma in Education and Teaching – 

	 Early Childhood Education

Bachelor of Teaching  –	 Bachelor of Teaching Studies and Graduate 	
Primary Education	 Diploma in Education and Teaching – 

	 Primary Education

Bachelor of Teaching –	 Bachelor of Teaching Studies and Graduate  
Primary Bilingual Education	 Diploma in Education and Teaching –

Te Pökai Mätauranga o te Ao Rua	 Primary Bilingual Education

	 Te Pökai Mätauranga o te Ao Rua 

Bachelor of Arts – 	 Bachelor of Teaching with either a

majoring in Education Studies	 BA/BCom or BSc
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You can qualify for 
University Entrance in one of 
the following four ways:

1. National Certificate in Educational 

Achievement (NCEA) 

This is the most common way that 

school-leavers gain entrance to 

university. To be eligible you must 

achieve 42 credits at Level 3 or higher.

	 Please visit the NZQA website: www.

nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/for-students/ue/

index.html for approved domains and 

subjects and further clarification in 

regards to the NCEA.

2. Admission Ad Eundem Statum 

Prospective students can apply for 

Ad Eundem Statum admission if 

they have completed a different 

programme from NCEA. This 

includes those who have met entrance 

requirements for:

~ 	International Baccalaureate (IB)

~ 	Cambridge International 

Examinations (CIE) 

~ 	completion of their final year of 

secondary school overseas

~ 	an approved foundation studies 

programme in New Zealand

~ 	study with credit for students 

transferring from an overseas 

university, or another New 

Zealand tertiary institution (e.g. 

polytechnic).

3. Discretionary Entrance or Provisional 

Entrance 

For domestic students under 20 

years of age applying on the basis 

of NCEA Level 2 results or Sixth 

Form Certificate grades, who do not 

otherwise qualify for admission.

4. Special Admission 

This is available for domestic students 

aged 20 years or over, who do not 

otherwise qualify for admission.

The following is applicable to the 

Graduate Diploma in Teaching 

Progammes:

Graduate Diploma in Teaching – 
Early Childhood Education

Graduate Diploma in Teaching – 
Early Childhood Education (Distance)

Graduate Diploma in Teaching –
Primary Education

Graduate Diploma in Teaching –
Secondary Education

Applicants for the Graduate Diploma in 

Teaching must have:  

An accredited degree at Level 7. All 

requirements must be completed in 

your degree prior to undertaking this 

graduate diploma.

For those applying for the early 

childhood and primary programmes, 

you also need to have completed and 

passed the following paper prior to the 

programme commencing:

EDUC102 – Human Development 

This course is only offered during 

Semester Two (July to October) of any 

year  

or  

via flexible learning during Summer 

School under the course code:   

EDTX132 – Human Development

Note: This course, EDUC102 – Human 

Development does not apply for those 

applying for the Secondary Graduate 

Diploma programme.

For the secondary programme, the 

content includes recommended subjects 

relating to secondary education. Check 

the table on pages 20-22 to see if you are 

eligible to apply for the programme.

14 credits or
more in Level 3
in an approved

subject

14 credits or
more in Level 3
in an approved

subject

14 credits or
more in Level 3
in a mixture of
two subjects
(approved/

non approved)

8 credits or
more in Level 2

English/ 
Te Reo Mäori
(4 in reading,
4 in writing)

14 credits in
Level 1

Mathematics/
Pangarau
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International Students 
Entrance Requirements

All students must be competent in the 

use and understanding of written and 

spoken English before being admitted to 

courses at the University of Otago. 

All students who complete their 

secondary education in a New 

Zealand secondary school and gain 

entrance through NCEA, CIE, IB or 

Discretionary Entrance must satisfy the 

literacy requirements for each of these 

qualifications. This is the case whether 

the student is a New Zealand citizen, 

New Zealand permanent resident or 

international student.  

Results from tests such as IELTS or 

TOEFL cannot be used instead of the 

literacy requirements for students who 

gain entrance from the New Zealand 

secondary school system.

Students whose first language is not 

English or Mäori and who have gained 

their entrance qualifications overseas, or 

who are applying for Special Admission 

or admission Ad Eundem Statum (except 

those coming through the New Zealand 

secondary school system and seeking 

entry from CIE or IB, who must satisfy 

the entrance literacy requirements, 

either through NCEA, CIE or IB) must 

supply certified results as follows:

For undergraduate study (Bachelor of 

Arts, majoring in Education Studies)

• 	 Paper-based TOEFL (Test of English 

as a Foreign Language) score of 550 

(Test of Written English 4.5), or

•	 Computer-based TOEFL score of no 

less than 213 (Essay Rating 4.5), or

•  	IELTS (International English 

Language Testing System) with a score 

of not less than 6.0 in the academic 

module both overall and in each 

individual component, or 

•	 English for Otago – English for 

Undergraduate Academic Purposes 

(EUAP): students must achieve a C 

grade to pass the paper (delivered by 

the Language Centre on-campus), or

•	 An equivalent test or qualification 

recognised by the University of Otago.

For postgraduate study (Postgraduate 

Diploma in Arts, Master of Arts, Master of 

Education or Doctor of Philosophy)

•	 IELTS (International English 

Language Testing System) score of 

6.5 in the academic module (with no 

individual band below 6.0), or

•	 Paper-based TOEFL (Test of English 

as a Foreign Language) score of 587 

(Test of Written English 4.5), or

•	 Computer-based TOEFL (Test of 

English as a Foreign Language) score 

of 240 (Essay Rating 4.5), or

•	 Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency 

in English (CPE) grade B or higher, or

•	 APIEL (Advanced Placement 

International English Language) 

Examination grade 4 or higher, or

•	 Successful completion of University 

of Otago Foundation Studies Ltd’s 

English for Postgraduate Academic 

Purposes paper.

Other evidence of English language 

proficiency may be considered to satisfy 

the admission requirements and will be 

evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

Please note that the minimum entry 

requirements described form part of 

the matriculation requirements for 

admission to the University. However the 

College of Education Teacher Education 

programmes may require higher levels 

of attainment than for the educational 

studies courses. The requirements are as 

follows: 

Bachelor of Teaching or Bachelor of 

Education Studies

~ 	An IELTS of 7.0 or above across all 

academic bands 

Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Early 

Childhood, Primary or Secondary 

Education) 

~	 An IELTS of 7.5 or above across all 

academic bands.

This cannot be averaged out to get the 

required IELTS score as listed above.

International students applying for 

College of Education programmes 

or courses will need to contact the 

International Office:

Tel: 64 3 479 8344 

Email: international@otago.ac.nz	

Web: www.otago.ac.nz/international 
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Obtain a College of Education Application Pack
You can receive an application pack by contacting the College of Education as follows:

Website: www.otago.ac.nz/education
Email: education@otago.ac.nz  

Tel: 0800 80 80 98 or +64 3 479 4914 
Alternatively, call in to our Dunedin or Southland Campus to collect an application pack:

Dunedin Campus:  145 Union Street East, Dunedin  
Southland Campus:  100 Nelson Street, Invercargill

Complete and Submit your Application
Ensure you read instructions on Page 1 and 2 of the Application Pack. 

Make sure you have completed all the requirements and send back to the College of Education 
BY MONDAY 30 AUGUST 2010. Please note we may still accept late applications.  

Check on the website for more information: www.otago.ac.nz/education 
Send to: 

Freepost 108584 
Selection Co-ordinator

University of Otago College of Education
PO Box 56   Dunedin 9054   New Zealand

University of Otago College of Education

Application Process for the Teacher Education Programmes

Referees’ Reports 
Two referee reports (including a confidential school report if you are a school leaver) are required before an 

applicant is considered for shortlisting. Please ensure referees send reports in promptly.

Receipt of Application
You will receive acknowledgement of your application within two weeks.  

If this does not happen, please contact: 
Suzanne Cochrane – Selection Co-ordinator on 03 479 4217 or suzanne.cochrane@otago.ac.nz

Shortlisted for an Interview
Applicants will be contacted by the co-ordinator regarding an 

interview time. Interview panels will be held from August – January 
and you will be interviewed within this timeframe.  Please be patient

Declined for an Interview
Letter sent to applicant

Accept Offer
Return offer letter and Register to study at the University of Otago 

on 0800 80 80 98 or online: www.otago.ac.nz

Welcome to the University of Otago 
College of Education!

Declined
Not suitable for Teacher Education at this time. 

Letter sent to applicant

Decline or Defer Offer
You will still need to return offer letter to the College of 

Education as soon as possible with a decision

Admission to University Declined
Contact the College of Education regarding your options

Interview

Gain Admission to the University

Accepted or Provisionally Accepted
(Under 20: Dependent on gaining admission to University. 

Graduate courses: Prerequisite papers and/or degree 
completion is required)

Receive an offer into the Teacher Education Programme. Return 
offer letter to the College of Education as soon as possible to 

accept your place in the programme
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Fees

In 2009, the average cost of tuition fees 

for the College of Education for domestic 

students was $4,140. This did not include 

other costs, including those associated 

with living costs or student services fees. 

The final cost of your programme can 

only be worked out once you have been 

accepted and fully enrolled into the 

programme. More information on fees 

is available on the University of Otago 

website: www.otago.ac.nz/study/fees

For international student fees, please 

contact the international office:  

www.otago.ac.nz/international

Fees for studying at the College 

of Education will be available in 

November/December of the year 

previous to study. Updated information 

will be available online around this time. 

For the latest information on fees, please 

refer to the University of Otago website: 

www.otago.ac.nz  

 

StudyLink

For domestic students, access to student 

loans and allowances to help you pay 

your fees is available through StudyLink. 

For more information, go to the website: 

www.studylink.govt.nz  

or call 0800 88 99 00.

Scholarships

The University of Otago College of 

Education website lists scholarships 

which are relevant to teacher education.  

More information is available on the 

website: www.otago.ac.nz/education 

 

You can also refer to the University of 

Otago website www.otago.ac.nz for a 

comprehensive list of all scholarships 

available to tertiary students, or call 

0800 80 80 98.

 

TeachNZ

TeachNZ has a range of scholarships for 

people entering the teaching profession.  

Teacher Recruitment Scholarships pay 

your course fees. For full-time students 

only, the scholarship also pays an 

allowance.

For more information and access to the 

relevant application forms, go to the 

TeachNZ website: www.teachnz.govt.nz

 

Community groups also offer 

scholarships for people entering tertiary 

education. 

For more information about these check 

out the public notices in your local 

newspaper or community centres.

FEESFEES AND SCHOLARSHIPS
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Important Dates 2O1O
Dates vary for students in the Teacher Education programmes from those that apply to the rest of the University programmes.

25 January
Graduate Diploma in Teaching Early Childhood Education starts

26 January
Graduate Diploma in Teaching Primary Education starts

4 February
Graduate Diploma in Teaching Secondary Education starts

12 February
Final day for registration into the Certificate in Catechetical 
Studies. Please contact:
Sister Jan Oglivy – 03 479-4987 or jm.oglivy@otago.ac.nz 

19 and 22 February
Programmes start: 
~	 Bachelor of Teaching
~	 Bachelor of Education Studies combined with the Graduate 

Diploma in Education and Teaching Programmes.
	 This is for the Early Childhood Education, Primary Education 

and Primary Bilingual Education Bachelor Programmes

1 March
Semester One starts
Applies to those in Bachelor of Arts or those undertaking 
Education Studies courses

2-11 April
Mid-semester break/ Easter break
All programmes except Graduate Diploma in Teaching Secondary 
Education

2-18 April
Graduate Diploma in Teaching Secondary Education mid-semester 
break/Easter break

May 
Applications open into all the teaching programmes for the 2011 
intake:
~ 	 Bachelor of Teaching
~ 	 Bachelor of Educational Studies and Graduate Diploma in 

Education and Teaching 
~ 	 Graduate Diploma in Teaching 

31 May – 25 June 
Study break and examination period

7 June
Queens Birthday

28 June– 11 July
Semester break
All programmes except the Graduate Diploma in Teaching 
Secondary Education

28 June – 18 July 
Graduate Diploma in Teaching Secondary Education semester 
break

12 July
Semester Two starts
All programmes except the Graduate Diploma in Teaching 
Secondary Education

12 July
EDUC102 – Human Development course starts
Prerequisite course required for all students applying for the 2011 
intake for :
~	 Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Early Childhood Education)
~	 Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Primary Education)

19 July
Graduate Diploma in Teaching Secondary starts
Second half of the programme

30 August
Closing date for applications into the Teacher Education 
programmes. We may still accept late applications.  
Please contact us for more information:  
03 479 3762 or check on the website:  
www.otago.ac.nz/education 

30 August – 5 September
Mid-semester break
All programmes except Graduate Diploma in Teaching Secondary 
Education

27 September  – 10 October
Graduate Diploma in Teaching Secondary Education mid-semester 
break

4 October
EDTX132 – Human Development (Distance) course starts
 Alternative prerequisite course to EDUC102 (in Semester Two) 
required for all students applying for the 2011 intake for :
~ 	Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Early Childhood Education)
~ 	Graduate Diploma in Teaching (Primary Education)

11 October – 12 November
Study break and examination period

25 October
Labour Day

8 December
Graduation 
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For further information about the College of Education programmes,  

you can contact us in the following ways: 

Website  www.otago.ac.nz/education

Email  education@otago.ac.nz

Tel  0800 80 80 98

Campus Contact Information

Dunedin Campus
145 Union Street East

Dunedin

Tel  64 3 479 4914

Fax  64 3 479 4295

Southland Campus
100 Nelson Street

Invercargill

Tel  64 3 211 6724

Fax  64 3 216 1399
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