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Greetings to you all, Kia ora, Kia orana, Faka’alofa lahi atu, Mālō e lelei, 

Tālofa lava, Taloha ni.  In this edition:  Our reflections, index of previous 
newsletters, and introduction to the Learning Progression Frameworks.  
As this is our final newsletter and the end of the Secondary Student 
Achievement PLD contract, we thought we would also take the 
opportunity to leave you with some final thoughts. 
 

Over the past five years of the Secondary Student Achievement contract it 
has been our privilege to work with literacy leaders and teachers across all 
learning areas – in schools, clusters and at literacy national workshops.   
There are many fine literacy leaders advocating for effective literacy 
practice and improved student outcomes in our secondary schools, and we 

wish to acknowledge your hard work. Often literacy leaders have very 
little resource to work with, and yet you do an amazing job in supporting 

your students and your colleagues to develop effective literacy practice. 
During this time, we have seen an increased awareness of disciplinary 
literacy, where teachers are developing their knowledge and 
understanding of the place of literacy within each subject, rather than 
adopting a generic approach to developing students’ literacy skills and 
knowledge.  It has been great to see teachers embracing this work. We 
wish you well in the future.    

Denise Hitchcock 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE - End of SSA Centrally Funded PLD  
 
We have been advised by the Ministry of Education that the 
Secondary Student Achievement (SSA) PLD contract will end in 
December this year, after 5 years. The Ministry is introducing a new 
system for centrally-funded PLD that focuses on a small number of 

national priority areas and provides the opportunity for schools to 

request their PLD and facilitators through an area allocation panel. 
 
If you want subject-specific or literacy PLD in 2017 you will need to 
request it through the Ministry. We advise you to talk with your 
principal about this so they can contact your regional Ministry of 
Education office and complete the appropriate forms to request 
subject-specific PLD. Whilst we can offer no assurances about the 

outcomes of such requests, we want to make sure you are aware of 
the process. 
 
More information about the future of PLD can be found at this 
Ministry website: http://services.education.govt.nz/pld 
 
This will be the last SSA national newsletter. We hope these 

newsletters have been valuable for you and the teachers in your 
department. These newsletters have been a component of the SSA 

PLD alongside national workshops in every learning area and 
literacy; inquiry clusters; regional clusters; and in-depth PLD with a 
number of schools.   
 

We have been privileged to lead the SSA PLD contract for the last 5 
years. 
 
Heoi anō 
National Directors – SSA PLD 
Karl Mutch, University of Auckland 
Lesley Brown, University of Canterbury, Mau ki te Ako 
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Reflection: Future-focused literacy          
Mal Thompson                                                  
 
How do our students manage the quantity of information available to them in 

a digital environment?  How do they evaluate the information they locate?  My 
challenge is to learn to integrate digital technologies into my own practice to 
model for the teachers I work with. Literacy in digital contexts is the way of 
the world and web-based literacy is essential for our students to be successful, 
so future focused literacy takes me in the direction of digital rather than print 

contexts.  
 
By engaging in online communities I reflect that the skills needed are the 
same as we are trying to develop in school – writing brief and effective 
messages are part of the skill set. Challenging myself as a teacher to adopt 
new technologies or apps removes any insecurity around using them with 
students and even encourages collaborative learning between teacher and 

students. Students flock to share their skills with you in making movies to put 
on YouTube or set up a blog or use Imovie etc.  This is how they develop their 
skills too and become confident learners.  What we need to do is to encourage 
them and perhaps revise our ‘traditional’ curriculum to embrace new ways of 
reading and writing. We learn by doing so modelling using a new technology 

can be a fun way to engage students in innovative learning. My favourite 

quote is Alvin Toffler’s: “The illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who 
cannot read and write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn, and relearn.”               
 

Reflection: The five-year journey         
Irene Andersen 
 
Five years ago subject specific literacy was emerging as an approach to 
embed literacy in the learning areas. Initially literacy facilitators worked 
closely with subject facilitators to determine what the literacy demands were 
in each learning area. We used that learning in our work in schools, often 
working with literacy leaders and a learning area leader together. We also 

focused two SSA national workshops on subject specific literacy: literacy and 
mathematics in 2014, and literacy in the social sciences in 2015. Both sets of 
workshops gained high evaluation ratings for their usefulness. 
 
At the end of 2016 there is a much greater awareness of the importance of 

subject specific literacy in every learning area than there was five years ago. 
Many learning area teachers and middle leaders have more skills in using 

literacy to improve student achievement within the context of their learning 
area. Five years ago, an HOD Science was perplexed that his students wrote 
nothing in an internal assessment event although he knew students 
understood the material they were expected to write about. He subsequently 
improved student achievement through learning how to help students begin 
writing to clarify and organise their ideas.  

 
One way schools can continue 
the subject specific literacy 
work they have begun is 
through the use of the 
Learning Progression 
Frameworks. This tool helps 

teachers understand how 
students develop their expertise in reading and writing. Teachers are also 

introduced to the reading and writing competencies that students require to 
be successful 21st century learners.  
 
The development of communities of learning has highlighted for many the 
need for primary, intermediate and secondary schools to unite together to 

ensure that students develop from day one the reading and writing skills 
needed to become successful 21st century learners. This exploratory and 
exciting work will involve teachers from different sectors working together 
over the next few years to develop local solutions that emphasise the teaching 
and learning of key reading and writing skills from year 1 to year 13 for their 
community of learning. 
(Continued on next page.) 

SSA literacy E-newsletters   
 
2016  
Term 1 

Role of literacy leader/coordinator. 
Term 2 

ERO reports: Connections with 
Parents and whānau; Raising 
Student Achievement; Information 
Literacy. 
Term 3  
Teaching as Inquiry; inquiry 
clusters; literacy in Health & PE; 

opportunities to learn. 
2015 
Term 1 
Engaging students in reading; EAP 
standards. 
Term 2 
Inclusion; fixed/growth mindsets; 

metacognition. 

Term 3 
Research skills; digital literacy; 
spoken paragraphs. 
Term 4 
Note-making; Pasifika learners; 

sentences in science. 
2014  
Term 1  
PISA; e-learning; digital literacy.  

Term 2  
Quality teaching; Cynthia 
Greenleaf; questioning strategies. 

Term 3  
Vocational Pathways; NZTA 
resources; using school-based 
exams information. 

Term 4  

Literacy support for external 
assessments; critical literacy; 
supporting Māori learners.  

2013  
Term 1  
UE Literacy requirements; 
improving writing at senior level. 

Term 2  
Continuous improvement; Pasifika 
learners: resources, research. 

Term 3  
Supporting writing in senior 
secondary using exemplars;  

Māori student achievement – 
reports, links, case studies;  

exploring teachers’ beliefs about 
literacy.  

Term 4  
Collaborative practice; developing 

middle leader and literacy leader 
capability; Youth Guarantee; Public 
Achievement Information. 

2012  
Term 4  
Role of the literacy leader; literacy 
pathways; NCEA literacy 
requirements; Elizabeth Moje on 
disciplinary literacy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the end of 2016 there is a much 
greater awareness of the importance of 
subject specific literacy in every 

learning area than there was five years 
ago. 
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I would like to acknowledge the contributions of all the literacy facilitators  
I have worked with over the past five years. Although some have left, they 
have all enriched their new contexts with their valuable knowledge and 
experience of secondary literacy. It has been a privilege to work with 

Denise and Mal as part of the national co-ordination team.  
 

The Learning Progression Frameworks 
The Ministry of Education made the Learning Progression Frameworks (LPF) 
available to schools in term 3.  These can be accessed on the LPF website 
(http://lpf.education.govt.nz)  or on the App store 
(https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/id1119345804) 

 
The purposes of the LPF are for teachers to: 
 
Gain an understanding of: 

• The competencies students need in reading, writing and 
mathematics by the end of Year 10. 

• The progression of learning to become competent in each. 
Identify:  

• Literacy/numeracy demands of their own programmes. 
• Skills, knowledge and attitudes students have.  

• Next steps for students. 
Plan:  

• Programmes/pathways that provide learning opportunities for 

students. 
 
There are three frameworks: reading, writing and mathematics, which are 
set out as follows: 
 
The frameworks are divided into aspects (reading and writing have 7 
aspects; mathematics has 8). Aspects are the various competencies 

students need to develop for them to become competent in each.   
 
Each aspect consists of sets of annotated exemplars that illustrate the 
progression of learning for students to become competent in these, from 
school entry to Year 10.  For each aspect, all except the last set consist of 
core exemplars (colour coded black), and within the last three sets, subject 

specific exemplars in English (colour coded blue), science (colour coded 
green) and social sciences (colour coded purple). 

 
Each exemplar in a set is numbered.  In the last three sets of exemplars 
the English exemplars are always numbers 1-3, the science exemplars 4-6 
and the social sciences exemplars 7-9.  In the second and third to last sets 
the core exemplars are numbers 10-11/12. 
 

 

  

The Learning Progression 

Frameworks 
 
 
Getting started  
 

Before you can access the LPF, you 

first need to register and create 
your account on the website:  
 
http://lpf.education.govt.nz   
 
This is straightforward. Once you 
have done so, you will be able to 

log in at any time.  
 
You can then work through the 
seven interactive modules to 
familiarise yourself with how to use 
the LPF to inform your programmes 

and to understand where your 

students are at and their next 
steps. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
As you can see in the screenshot 
on the left, the learning 
progressions are spaced unevenly.   
 
This indicates that students do not 
start developing the various 

aspects at the same point in time, 
and that the amount of learning 
required moving from one learning 
progression to the next differs from 
progression to progression.  
 

It is important to remember that, 

except for the highest signpost in 
each aspect aligning to New 

Zealand Curriculum (NZC) level 5, 
the learning progressions are not 
aligned with the NZC levels.   
 
For example, “Making sense of 

text: reading critically”, set 5, does 
not align with level 5 of the NZC. 
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NZCER resource  
 

NCEA in Context 
Mark Sheehan, Michael Johnston & 

Rosemary Hipkins (2016)  
 
This book explores the complex 
relationship between NCEA and 

The New Zealand Curriculum.  
 
The authors use examples from 
innovative schools to illustrate how 
an assessment approach that 
honours the intentions of the 
curriculum can provide rich 

learning experiences that motivate 
students and deepen their learning 
experience. 
 
http://www.nzcer.org.nz/   
 

 

 

 
 

The Learning Progression Frameworks (cont.) 
 
Leading workshops in your school  
 

You may have a role in introducing the LPF to other teachers in your school.  
If you follow the Other Resources link from the home page, you will find 
professional learning resources to support your own understanding of the 
material, and in leading others.  
 
The Getting Started guide has some suggestions for who might be 
involved in the work, how to timetable workshops and how you might 

structure each workshop.  
 
The Guide to the Modules are for workshop leaders.  There is one guide 
for each of the seven online modules. The guides suggest places to pause 
with questions to prompt discussion and reflection.  There are also some 
useful PowerPoint guides to use as you progress through each workshop.  

 
 

 

 
In this section of the website you will also find case studies, posters, and 

videos to support LPF understanding.  
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