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National Newsletter: Technology 

 
Kia ora koutou, greetings to you all.  
 
This will be the last national technology newsletter that we write as the 
Secondary Student Achievement (SSA) PLD comes to an end at the end 
of this year. See the message below from the SSA national directors. 

 
In this last newsletter we feature: 

 The end of the SSA PLD (see page one). 

 An update on some recent workshops (see page two). 

 Literacy and numeracy in technology (see page three). 

 What is happening with the technology PLD wikis at the end of 

this year, and accessing centrally funded PLD in 2017 (see page 

four). 

We trust you have found the various workshops, screencasts and 
webcasts, newsletters, and other support useful over the last five 
years. Wishing you all the best for the rest of the 2016 school year. 

 
Ngā mihi 
Cheryl, Malcolm, Neville, Pippa and Elizabeth 
 

Information and resources for middle leaders in secondary schools | Term 4 2016 

Contact details 
(until December 2016) 
 

National Co-ordinators 
 
Cheryl Pym  
Education Support Services 
University of Otago  
Mau ki te Ako 
P: 03 2116832 

M: 021 190 1317 
cheryl.pym@otago.ac.nz 
 
Malcolm Howard 
Team Solutions, Tauranga office 
University of Auckland 
P: 07 577 5305  

M: 027 544 5695 
m.howard@auckland.ac.nz 

 

Regional Facilitators 
 
Auckland and Northland 
Pippa Lawlor 
Team Solutions 
Auckland office 
University of Auckland 

M: 027 555 4658 
p.lawlor@auckland.ac.nz 
 
Central North 
Elizabeth Ross 
Team Solutions 
Hamilton office 

University of Auckland 
M: 027 555 4606 
e.ross@auckland.ac.nz 
 
Central South and Southern 

Cheryl Pym 

Education Support Services 
University of Otago  
Mau ki te Ako 
P: 03 2116832 

M: 021 190 1317 
cheryl.pym@otago.ac.nz 

 

Neville Myers 
UC Education Plus  
University of Canterbury  
Mau ki te Ako 
P: 03 367 0775 
M: 027 4310811 
neville.myers@canterbury.ac.nz 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE - End of SSA Centrally Funded PLD  
 

We have been advised by the Ministry of Education that the 
Secondary Student Achievement (SSA) PLD contract will end in 
December this year, after 5 years. The Ministry is introducing a new 
system for centrally-funded PLD that focuses on a small number of 

national priority areas and provides the opportunity for schools to 
request their PLD and facilitators through an area allocation panel. 
 

If you want subject-specific PLD in 2017 you will need to request it 
through the Ministry. We advise you to talk with your principal 
about this so they can contact your regional Ministry of Education 
office and complete the appropriate forms to request subject-
specific PLD. Whilst we can offer no assurances about the outcomes 
of such requests, we want to make sure you are aware of the 

process. 
 
More information about the future of PLD can be found at this 
Ministry website: http://services.education.govt.nz/pld 
 
This will be the last SSA national newsletter. We hope these 
newsletters have been valuable for you and the teachers in your 

department. These newsletters have been a component of the SSA 

PLD alongside national workshops in every learning area and 
literacy; inquiry clusters; regional clusters; and in-depth PLD with a 
number of schools.   
 
We have been privileged to lead the SSA PLD contract for the last 5 
years. 

 
Heoi anō 
National Directors – SSA PLD 
Karl Mutch, University of Auckland 
Lesley Brown, University of Canterbury, Mau ki te Ako 
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Recent workshops 

In this section we feature a number of workshops that occurred over 
term three and where to look for the information if you missed the 

workshop. 
 

Level two DVC external assessment workshops 
In August there were workshops in Hamilton and Auckland on the level 
two externally assessed DVC standards (91337, 91338, and 91339). 
Key messages related to each of these standards are available on our 
PLD wikis 
http://technologynz.wikispaces.com/2016+workshop 
or 

http://southern-technology.wikispaces.com/2016+DVC+workshops 
 

        Teachers at the level two DVC workshop in Auckland 
 
Level three DVC workshops 
The Ministry of Education and NZQA offered a series of workshops on 
the level 3 externally assessed DVC standards. Some resources are at 

http://technologynz.wikispaces.com/2016+workshop 

or 
http://southern-technology.wikispaces.com/2016+DVC+workshops 
 
NZQA Best Practice workshops 
In 2016 the NZQA Best Practice workshops were about the implement 
standards. There is another workshop planned for 15th November in 
Auckland. Details are on the NZQA website at 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/events/assessor-support/maj/2016-
scheduled-best-practice-workshops/ 
Technology facilitators Pippa Lawlor and Elizabeth Ross attended the 
Auckland Best Practice workshop in August. They summarise some key 
messages that came out of the workshop about the implement 
standards. See our PLD wikis at 
http://technologynz.wikispaces.com/2016+workshop 

or 
http://southern-
technology.wikispaces.com/2016+Implement+Standards 

 
Health and Safety at Work Act 2015 workshops 
The NZ Association of Science Educators (NZASE) has been running 

workshops for science and technology teachers on the implications of 
the new Health and Safety at Work Act. See the NZASE website 
http://nzase.org.nz/  

For more information on health and safety visit the Ministry of 
Education website at 
http://www.education.govt.nz/ministry-of-education/specific-
initiatives/health-and-safety/ 

Further support 
 
Technology Online 

Technology Online is a site 
dedicated to educators, students, 
and all those with an interest in 
technology education in New 
Zealand. It showcases examples of 
contemporary teaching and 
learning and provides curriculum 

support materials. 
http://technology.tki.org.nz/  
 
Futureintech 
Futureintech shares the career 
experiences of New Zealand's 
technologists, engineers and 

scientists to help you decide if a job 
like theirs is right for you. 
http://www.futureintech.org.nz/ 

 
TENZ 
TENZ is a professional network set 
up to promote and support 

Technology Education in NZ. 
http://www.tenz.org.nz/  
 
NZGTTA 
The New Zealand Graphics and 
Technology Teachers Association is 

a professional subject association 
set up to promote and support 
teachers of Graphics and 
Technology education in New 
Zealand schools. 
http://wp.nzgtta.co.nz/ 
 

HETTANZ 
HETTANZ encourages the lifelong 
learning of Home Economics and 
Technology education. It is a future 
orientated teachers’ association 
promoting professional support and 
advocacy for all HETTANZ 

educators. 
http://www.hettanz.org.nz/ 
 
NZACDITT 
The New Zealand Association for 
Computing, Digital and Information 

Technology Teachers is an 
association with the goal of 
advocating for our subjects. 
http://nzacditt.org.nz/  

 
CETA 
The curriculum areas which CETA 

focuses on are Accounting, 
Business Studies, Economics, 
Financial Literacy, and Digital 
Technology (Information 
Management/ Computing/ 
Technology ICT) as well as areas of 
a cross curricular nature. 

http://www.nzceta.co.nz/index.htm  
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Literacy and numeracy in Technology 

 
Literacy in technology 

Language is key to expressing thinking and learning in our curriculum area. 
In technology we use a range of specialist language to communicate ideas 

and outcomes. Modelling the range of language of technology and 
supporting students to effectively write or communicate increases their 
capability and confidence in oral, written, and visual literacy activities. 
Teachers need to support students to develop the literacy skills they need 
to generate and discuss ideas and access a range of information to inform 
decision making and communicate with a range of audiences and 
stakeholders. 
 
As teachers we need to model and use the language and types of writing 
we want our students to use and also facilitate the learning of a variety of 
ways of communicating technologically. So what does that mean for our 
classroom practice? 
 

How do you support your students to: 
• Access and understand the specialist vocabulary associated with 

discipline specific technology? 
• Read and understand technological terms and texts? 
• Communicate knowledge and ideas using the language of 

technology? 
• Listen and read critically and to assess the value of what they hear 

and read? 
 
As a teacher do you: 

• Know your students and their language learning needs? 
• Identify the language demands of the curriculum? 
• Use language and terminology consistently in your class and across 

the faculty so that it becomes an integral part of students’ 

vocabulary? 
• Encourage students to self-evaluate and strive for improvement? 
• Model the type of writing you want students to use such as writing 

a brief or an evaluation? 
• Include a literacy rich programme assessed with standards that 

contribute to literacy credits? 

 

    
 
Numeracy in technology 
In technology students need to combine mathematical, contextual, and 

strategic thinking. In technology this plays a key role when students 
undertake technological practice to develop and communicate design ideas 
and create outcomes. In technological practice students are required to 
calculate a wide range of numerically based problems: costing of materials, 
creating time plans, drafting patterns using body measurements, tasks that 
require measurement and cutting, developing strategies to optimise 

resources, calculation of yield, create instrumental paraline drawings to 
communicate design ideas, and produce instrumental, multi-view 
orthographic drawings that communicate technical features of design ideas, 
just to name a few! 
 
Some things to consider: 

 How do you support your students to calculate and use numeracy 

within context of what they are developing? 
 Does your programme contain numeracy credits where applicable? 

 Do you use material from student evidence to contribute to the 

numeracy portfolio of students if they are following that pathway to 
gain their numeracy credits?  

Useful links for literacy 
and numeracy 
 
Literacy in the learning areas 
Secondary literacy online resources 
http://literacyonline.tki.org.nz/Liter
acy-Online/Secondary-
Literacy/Teacher-needs/Literacy-in-

the-learning-areas 
 
NCEA literacy and numeracy 
approved standards 
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualificati
ons-
standards/qualifications/ncea/subje

cts/literacy-and-numeracy/level-1-
requirements/ 
 
NCEA literacy requirement 

Minimum of 10 credits through 
either: 
 Specified assessment standards  

specified assessment standards 
available through a range of 
subjects and English for 
Academic Purposes unit 
standards 22750 and 22751 
(minimum total of 10 credits), 

or 
 Unit standards - package of 

three literacy unit standards 
(total of 10 credits - all three 
required). 

 
NCEA numeracy requirement 

Minimum of 10 credits through 

either: 
• Achievement standards -

specified assessment standards 
available through a range of 
subjects - (minimum total of 10 
credits), or 

• Unit standards - package of 
three numeracy unit standards 
(total of 10 credits - all three 
required). 

 
Literacy and numeracy 

assessment standards 
The list of literacy and numeracy 
standards  assessment standards 
that will meet literacy and/or 
numeracy requirements for NCEA 

from April 2016. 
 

Literacy requirements for 
University Entrance 
5 credits in reading and 5 credits in 
writing are required to meet the 
University Entrance literacy 
requirements.  
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualificati

ons-standards/awards/university-
entrance/literacy-requirements/ 
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Technology PLD wikis  
 
As we move forward we are unsure as to what will happen to our wiki 

spaces, at best they will remain uncurated and available as is. Alternatively 
they may be deleted. If so, then you will need to archive the materials that 

you have found useful but remember all things will have a use-by date and 
become obsolete or superseded by newer information from other sources. 
On our PLD wikis we have attempted to respond to this by having a ‘one 
stop shop’ with links taking you directly to a range of resources. The pages 
include links to key curriculum resources, key resources for internal 
assessment, key resources for external assessment, and other relevant 
resources. 
 

Team Solutions technology wiki. 

http://technologynz.wikispaces.com 

 

Southern technology wiki 

http://southern-technology.wikispaces.com 

 

 

2017 PLD opportunities 
 
As this is our final newsletter and the end of the Secondary Student 
Achievement PLD Contract, it is a timely opportunity to pose some 
questions about what this means for your future PLD needs.  
 

 What are your needs as a middle leader and teacher of Technology? 

 What teaching and learning challenges do you and your students 

face now and possibly in the future? 

 How do you currently decide on the professional learning needs of 

your department or for yourself as a middle leader?  

 To what extent do your decisions about PLD arise from your 

involvement in a Teaching as Inquiry process?  

 What subject specific PLD will be available to you and how will you 

access this?   

 What role do you have, as a middle leader, in your school’s 

involvement in any proposed or future Community of Learning? 

 What kinds of networking and cluster opportunities do you engage 

with now and what are the future possibilities? 

 How will you ensure forward momentum in curriculum and 

assessment that is grounded in the NZC?  

Refer to the links and documents in the sidebar for application details and 
what is available. 
 
 

 
 

  

Centrally funded PLD 
information for 2017 

  
http://services.education.govt.nz/ 

pld/ 

 

 
 
 

Applications for term 1 2017 
PLD are due 22 October 2016 
Your principal can contact your 
local Ministry of Education regional 

office for more information. 
 
 
Making an application 
 
http://services.education.govt.nz/ 
pld/news/making-a-pld-proposal/ 

 

 
 
 

Accessing centrally funded PLD 
http://services.education.govt.nz/p
ld/information-for-principals-and-
school-leaders/accessing-centrally-
funded-pld/ 
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