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A discussion of the vocabulary and semiotics of architecture and space,
with special reference to the Anglo-Saxon material culture expressed in

three miracle stories of the Old English Bede.

The following text is taken from the Dictionary of Old English Corpus in Electronic Form. Parentheses at the start of each

sentence contain the chapter, page, and line number of the sentence in Miller’s EETS edition of the text. The translation

component of this text can be found at the above link.

Please note: This Old English text is provided for those who wish to
use it, but working from Miller’s translation should be quite sufficient

where there is a language barrier (or a lack of time!).



Book 3, Chapter 9/11

(020100 (9.182.9)] Betweoh das ding nis to forswigienne, hwelc heofonlic wundor & magen
xteawed was, pa his ban funden & gemeted waron & to pare cirican geledde, par heo nu gehealden

syndon.

(020200 (9.182.11)] Was pis geworden purh Ospryde geornnesse Mercna cwene, seo was oswiges

dohtor his brodor, se xfter him feng to nordanhymbra riice.
[020300 (9.182.15)] Is xdele mynster in Lindesse; is nemned Beardan ea.

[020400 (9.182.15)] Dzt mynster seo ilce cwen mid hire were xpelrede swide lufade & arweordade &
beeode.

[020500 (9.182.17)] In pam heo wilnade gehealdan pa arwyrdan ban hire feedran.

[020600 (9.182.18)] Mid py se wegn pa cwom, pe pa baan in leded waron, in pxt foresprecene

mynster, pa ne woldon pa hiwan him, pe in pem mynstre wzron, lustlice onfoon.

(020700 (9.182.20)] Forpon peah pe heo hine haligne wisten, hwadre fordon pe he of <operre>

magpe was & ofer heo rice onfeng, ealdum feoungum hine eac swylce deadne ehton.

(020800 (9.182.23)] Da was geworden, patte pzxre seolfan neahte pa brohton ban ute awunedon,

nemne mon geteld ofer abrzdde.

[020900 (9.182.24)] Ac seo zteawnis heofonlices wundres geopenade, hu arwyrdlice heo waron to

underfonne eallum geleafsumum.

[021000 (9.182.26)] Fordon ealle pa niht stod swylce beorht sunbeam from pem wagne up 0d

heofon heah, pone mon meahte lytesne of ealre lindesse stowum sweotole geseon.

(021100 (9.182.28)] Pa hit pa was on marne dag geworden, pa ongunnon pa brodor pxs mynstres, pa
de zr widsocon, geornlice biddan, pxtte mid him pa halgan reliquias & Gode pa leofan gehealdne

beon moston.

[021200 (9.182.31)] Ond heo pa da baan onpwogon & in cyste gedydon & in cirican zfter gerisenre

aare gCSCttOl’l.

[021300 (9.182.33)] Ond pztte se cynelica had pzs halgan weres ece gemynd hafde, his segen, se was
mid golde & mid godwebbe gefretwad, & ofer his byrgenne geseted.

[021400 (9.184.2)] Ond p=t seolfe water, pet heo pa baan mid pwogon, guton in znne ende pzre

cirican.



[021500 (9.184.4)] Of pare tide was geworden, pztte seo seolfe eorde, pe pzxt arwyrde bxd onfeng,

meahte to hzlo feondseocra monna & oderra untrymnessa.

[021600 (9.184.7)] Gelomp pzt xfterfylgendre tide, mid py seo foresprecene cwen wxs wuniende in
pxm ylcan mynstre, pa cwom sum arwyrde abbudesse to hire, seo was haten xpelhild; was sweostor

para haligra wera adelwines & Aldwines.

[021700 (9.184.10)] Para was oder biscop in Lindesse, oder was abbud in pem mynstre pe hatte

Peortanea, from pam mynstre unfeor was pxre abbudessan mynster.

(021800 (9.184.12)] Mid py heo pa to pare cwene cwom, & heo gesprecen hafdon, & betweoh oder
sprecon heo be Oswalde, cwxd heo seo abbudesse, pxt heo gesawe pzxre nihte pxt leoht ofer his

banum up 0d heofon heah.

[021900 (9.184.15)] Cwad heo seo cwen, pztte of pere moldan pas flores, in pam pet water his bana

pweales goten was, monige untrume gehalede waron.

[022000 (9.184.17)] Ond heo pa bzd, pxt hire mon sumne dzl paxre halwendan moldan sealde; &
hire mon swa dyde; & heo pa in clade bebond & in cyste dyde & hire ham ferde.

(022100 (9.184.20)] Pa =fterfylgendre tide, seoppon heo in hire mynstre wes, pette pider cwom sum

cuma, se was neahtlicum tidum semninga from unclenum gaste hefiglice swenced.
(022200 (9.184.22)] Pa was he fremsumlice onfongen; & =fter his afengercorde hine gerestan wolde.

(022300 (9.184.24)] Pa was he semninga from deofle gerisen, & ongon cleopian & hlydan & mid his
todum gristbitian, & pa faam of his mude ut eode, & he missenlecum styrenessum ongon his leomu

prastan.

[022400 (9.184.27)] Mid py hine pa nznig mon ne gehabban ne gebindan meahte, pa orn sum pegn
& sloh tacen =t geate, & sagde pxre abbudessan.

[022500 (9.184.29)] Ond heo sona pat geat paxs mynstres ontynde, & eode mid ane hire pinenna to
pxre wepnedmonna stowe, & gehet pone massepreost to hire, pxt he sceolde mid heo gan to pam

untruman men.

[022600 (9.184.32)] Pa heo pa dider cwomon, pa gesawon heo pxr monige men xt him beon, pa de

georne ongunnon, pxt heo his wedenheortnisse gestilden; ac heo ne meahton.

[022700 (9.184.34)] Song he se massepreost & redde orationem, pa de wid pxre adle awritene
weron, & pa ping dyde, pe he selust wid pon cude; & he hwadre noht on pon fremede.



[022800 (9.186.1)] Mid py heora pa nznig znige helpe him findan meahte, pa cwom semninga pare

abbudessan in gemynd seo foresprecene molde.

[022900 (9.186.3)] Pa het heo sona hira pinenne gaan & )a cyste hire to gefetigan, pe seo molde in

W&S.

[023000 (9.186.5)] Pa heo pa mid pa cyste in pone cafertun eode pxs huses, pe se feondseoca mon in
prested wzs, pa geswigade he semninga & his heafod onhylde, swa swa he slapan wolde, & his leomu

in stilnesse gesette.

(023100 (9.186.8)] Pa swigodon heo eac ealle & stille waron; & sorgiende bidon to hwon his ping

weordan scolde.

(023200 (9.186.9)] Da was efter medmicelre tide fece dzt he upp aszt & hefiglice asworette &

cwzd: Nu ic wat teala, & ic onfeng gewit mines modes.
[023300 (9.186.12)] Ond heo pa geornlice hine ahsodon, hu pat gelumpe.

[023400 (9.186.13)] Cwad he: Sona mid py pe seo famne mid pzre cyste, pe heo bzr, geneolecte
pam cafertune pes huses, pa gewiton ealle pa wergan gastas onweg, pa de mec swencton & prycton,

& mec forleton & nower seodpan xteawdon.

[023500 (9.186.16)] Pa sealde seo abbudisse him sumne dzl pzre moldan; & seo massepreost
orationem rxdde, & heo for hine gebazdon: & he da niht ealle hal & gesund hine reste.

[023600 (9.186.18)] Ond sidpan of pzxre tide pa wrygedan gastas hine mid nznige ege ne mid

geswencnisse gretan dorston.

Book 3, Chapter 14/16-19 (selection)

[033200 (14.200.27)] Ponne secgead monige, pa pe hit gearuwe cudon, oder gemyndelic wundor pes

ilcan feder.

[033300 (14.200.28)] Pzt gelomp in pa tid his biscophada, pxtte Penda Mercna cyning geledde here
on Nordanhymbra lond, & hit feor & wide mid arlease wxle hydde & hergode.

[033400 (14.200.31)] Pa becwom he zt nyhstan to pzre cynelecan byrig, seo is nemned Bebbanburg.

[033500 (14.200.32)] Pa he pa geseah, pxt seo burg was to pon fast, pxt he ne meahte ne mid

gefeohte ne mid ymbsete heo abrecan ne gegaan, pa wolde he mid fyre forbzrnan.



[033600 (14.202.2)] Aslat pa pa tunas ealle ymb pa burg onwag, <de> he par on neaweste gemette, &
to pare byrig gewzg, & micelne ad gesomnade on beamum & on rzftrum & on wagum & on
watelum & on deacon; & mid pissum pa burg mid micelre heannisse ymbsealde from pem dezle, pe

heo londe gepeoded is.

[033700 (14.202.7)] Pa hit pa wes wel gewinde in pa burg, pa onbaxrnde he pone aad & pa burg

forbarnan wolde.

[033800 (14.202.9)] Da in pa seolfan tid was se arwyrda biscop & se halga Aidan in Farne pem

ealonde, pxt is on twem milum from paxre byrig ut on sz.

[033900 (14.202.11)] Was his gewuna pzt he da stowe gelomlice sohte for intingan stilnesse & his

deagolra gebeda, ond mon mag gen to dxge pa stowe his sedles on pam ilcan ealonde sceawian.

[034000 (14.202.13)] Pa he pa se biscop geseah swapendum windum pone leg pzs fyres & pone rec
up ofer pzre burge wallas ahefenne, is szgd, pat he his eagan mid his hondum to heofonum hofe &

mid tearum pus cwade: pu drihten, geseoh hu micel yfel Penda wyrced.

[034100 (14.202.17)] Ond pa sona instepe oncerde se wind from pzre byrig, & se leg & seo hztu

resde on pa seolfan, pe pxt fyr zldon & barndon, & monig monn swide gewyrdledon.

(034200 (14.202.20)] & heo ealle afyrhte onweg flugon & blunnon pa burg afeohton, pa heo ongeton
pat heo godcundlice gescilded was.

[034300 (14.202.23)] Da dxt da gen was, pxt pa ger gefylled waron his biscophada, pxt he pis
deadlice lif forletan sceolde, & he untrum was, pa was he in pem cynelecan tune noht feorr from

pare byrig, pe we @r foresprecende waron, in pam he hefde cirican & cytan.

[034400 (14.202.26)] & his gewuna wzs, pxt he gelomlice pider cerde & par wunade, & ponon eode
gehwyder ymb, & pzr godcunde lare bodade & lxrde.

[034500 (14.202.29)] D=zt eac swilce his peaw was on odrum cyninges tune to donne, swa swa hit

eade beon mihte, fordon pe he nowiht agnes hafde, butan his cyricean & par to feower zceras.
[034600 (14.202.31)] Pa aslogon his geferan teld, pa he untrum wes, on westan pzre cirican fast.

[034700 (14.204.1)] Pa gelomp, pa he fordferan scolde, pxt he genom pa studu, pe seo cirice mid
awreded was, & on pare styde stondende fordferde ymb feowertyno ger, pas pe he biscop wes, @rran

dzge Kalendarum Septembrium.

[034800 (14.204.5)] Laedde mon his lichoman to Lindesfarena ea, & in brodra lictune was bebyrged.



[034900 (14.204.6)] Pa was =fterfylgendre tide, mid py par mare cirice getimbred was & in Sancte
Petres noman pzs aldorapostoles was gehalgod, pxt heo his ban upp adydon & in pa cirican in

suphealfe pas wigbedes asetton xfter arwyrdnesse swa micles biscopes.

[035000 (14.204.10)] After him fylgde in pone biscophad Fiinan, se was eac from Hii Scotta mynstre
& ealonde sended, & londe tiid biscop wzs.

(035100 (14.204.13)] Da gelomp «fter unmonegum gearum, pztte Penda Mercnacyning cwom mid
Mercna here in pa stowe, & all pa dx he meahte, mid iserne & fyres lege fornom & forleas, & swylce

eac pone tun, pe se biscop in fordferde, xtgedre mid pa gemyndgedan cirican fyre forbzrnde.

(035200 (14.204.17)] Ac wundorlice gemete pa studu ane, pe se biscop onhleoniende fordferde, pat

fyr gretan ne meahte.

[035300 (14.204.18)] Pa pis wundor pus gecyded wes, timbrede mon hrade eft pa cirican & ba ilcan

studu utan togesette to trymnesse pxs wages, swa swa heo &r was.

[035400 (14.204.20)] Eft gelomp =zfter tida fzce <purh> ungemanne synne, paxtte se ilca tun forborn

& seo ilce cirice ztgzdre wes mid fyre fornumen.

[035500 (14.204.22)] Ac hwabdre se leg pa ilcan studu gehrinan ne meahte, & mid micle wundre,
patte se leg <purhat> pa nzglas in pem pyrelum, pe heo mid pem to pem timbre gefaxstnad was, &

hwadre pa studo scedpan ne meahte.

[035600 (14.204.25)] Pa timbrode mon priddan side pa cirican per; & pa ilcan studu nales swa swa xr
uton togesetton to trymnesse pas huses, ac in gemynd pas wundres in pa ciricon setton, pxtte pa

ingongendan par heora cneo begean scolden & him <heofonlicre> mildheortnesse wilnian & secan.

[035700 (14.204.30)] Ond p=zt cud is, pxtte monige of pxre tiide in pzre ilcan stowe hzlo gife

onfengon.

[035800 (14.204.31)] Ge eac swylce of pare ilcan styde sponas pweoton & sceafpan nomon, & in

weter sendon & untrumum drincan sealdon, & monigra untrymnessa lecedomas onfengon.

Book 5, Chapter 2 (selection)

[001400 (2.386.27)] In dxs cyninges rice forewordum fordferde Eata biscop, ond da Iohannes se halga

wer onfoeng biscophad daere ciricean @t Heagostealdes eae.

[001500 (2.386.29)] Bi dxm biscope gewuniad secgean monig wundor gestlicra magna, da de hine
hiowesclice cudon, & eallra swipust se arwyrda wer & se sodfaxsta Berhthun, se was his diacon, & eft

was abbud dxs mynstres, dxt is geceged In Dera Wuda.



[001600 (2.388.1)] Duhte us gerisne, dxt we da wundur sumu in dysse baec gemyndgode.

[001700 (2.388.3)] Sindon sumu deagol wiic mid walle & mid barwe ymbsealde, noht feorr from
Oxre ciricean Heagostealdes eae, dxt is, huhuego in oderre halfre mile faece; flowed Tiine seo ea

betwihn.

[001800 (2.388.5)] Habbad da wiic gebaedhus & ciricean Sancte Michaheles dzs heahengles, in d&m
se Godes wer oft mid feaum brodrum his geferum stille wunude to biganne his leornunge & halig

gebedu, ond swidust in da tiid daxs feowertiglican fxstenes xr Eastrum.

[001900 (2.388.9)] Mid dy he da sumre tiide in foreword Eastorfesten dider cuom to wunienne, da
heht he his geferan, dzt hio sohton sumne earmne dearfan, se de ware micelre untrumnisse &

woedelnisse hefigad, dzt hie meahton in dzm dagum mid him habban & mid him @lmesse doan.
(002000 (2.388.13)] Fordon his gewuna was, dzt he symle swz dyde.

(002100 (2.388.14)] Pa wzs in sumum tune noht feorr sum ging dearfa, se was ge dumb ge hreof, se

was dzm biscope cud, fordon he oft @r for hine cuom & his zlmessan feng.

(002200 (2.388.17)] Se nzfre ®nig word gecwedan meahte: ah swe micle hreofle & scyrf in his
heafde hefde, dzt him nzfre nznig feax in d&m uferan daele ds heafdes acenned beon meahte, ah

in ymbhwyrfte stodon ongrislico her.

[002300 (2.388.20)] Da bebead se biscop deosne to him lzdan, & in his cafortune heht him

medmicel hus gewyrcan, dzt he inwunian meahte & his deghwemlice onleofne onfoan.

(002400 (2.388.22)] Mid dy hit da an wiice Ozs faxstnes gefylled wazs, da wzs Oy zfterran
Dryhtenlican dxge, 9t he heht done dearfan ingongan.

[002500 (2.388.24)] Da he da inne ws da heht he his tungan ford doon of his mude & him heawan:

genom hine da bi his cinne & mid tacne dzre halgan rode hio gesegnade.

(002600 (2.388.27)] Da he a hio gesegnad hazfde, da heht he tion eft in mud, & heht hine spreocan;

& dus cwxd: Cwed hwelc hwugu word; cwed nu gee.

[002700 (2.388.29)] Da sona instepe was se bend onlesed his tungan, & he cuxd dzt he haten wes.



