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Our last newsletter for 2009 consists mostly of achievements, so it 
seems that Genetics Otago members have had an excellent year! Please 
accept my personal congratulations to all of you who have done so well.  
 

Notable successes since the last newsletter have been the inaugural 
Postgraduate Symposium, the selection of 5 outstanding Summer 
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helping teach intermediate students about the wonder of bees!  
 

This year has been all about establishing ourselves. Through the 
development of  branding, website and launch I think we have made 
excellent progress towards establishing Genetics Otago as a vibrant, 
collaborative community in the minds of the University, and around 
Otago. I would like to thank you all for your help and support, as 
together we have built GO into a viable organisation.  
 

Next year we aim to be more outward looking, making better contact 
with politicians, funders, the press and business community. I hope you 
remain supportive as we adopt novel approaches in order to make 
better connections with these groups!  
 

Plans for 2010 include events to meet the press and business 
community; a symposium focusing on psychological genetics in 
collaboration with the Centre for Research on Children and Families 
featuring a number of overseas experts; presentations to politicians in 
Wellington; a possible fund raising event in association with Cure Kids 
and of course, our postgraduate symposium. We have also reserved a 
slot in the Otago School of Medical Sciences Seminar programme for an 
overseas genetics speaker �± so any suggestions would be welcome.  
 

As always if you have ideas, information, or opportunities you think we 
should take advantage of, please let us know. Good luck for the holiday 
season -  I hope you manage to get some research done as well as 
enjoying a well -earned break.  
 
Cheers,  

c/- Biochemistry Dept. 
University of Otago 

PO Box 56 
Dunedin 


