
MSc project for 2015 -	

Project and scholarship in the area of 	


 at the 	

University of Otago	


A MSc Scholarship is available for an exceptional candidate to complete a one year 

research project under the supervision of Dr Chris Brown (Department of 

Biochemistry) and co-supervision of Dr Peter Fineran (Department of Microbiology 

and Immunology) in Dunedin.  The MSc would be by thesis only and under a specific 

programme- this would depend on the successful student’s background and the project 

(e.g. Genetics,  Biochemistry or Microbiology at the University of Otago). The 

Scholarship includes domestic fees (approx $7,000) and a $16,000 tax free stipend for 

12 months.	


	


You will work with two internationally-recognised research groups that use a 

combination of bioinformatics, genomics, genetics and biochemistry to investigate the 

interactions between bacteria and their viruses (bacteriophages). It will involve in depth 

analysis of genomic and metagenomic data discovering non-coding RNA and protein 

coding genes.  The research is part of a Marsden funded research project on the 

CRISPR-Cas bacterial adaptive immune systems. CRISPR-Cas has rapidly become one of 

the 'hottest' new areas in molecular genetics and the project is part of a wider 

international collaboration.  The supervisors have an excellent recent publication record 

in this area.	


	


It is expected that the research approach taken would be largely computational. 

However, the person will work closely with wet lab researchers and could involve some 

benchwork. The ability to work independently and as part of a team is important, as the 

position will involve working both with other laboratory members and external 

collaborators.The successful candidate will already hold a BSc (Hons) or equivalent four 

year degree in Bioinformatics, Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, Genetics, Microbiology 

or a related discipline with outstanding performance. They will be highly motivated to 

do futher research. 	


	


If interested, please contact Dr Chris Brown (chris.brown@otago.ac.nz, 
biochem.otago.ac.nz/chris-brown/) or Dr Peter Fineran (peter.fineran@otago.ac.nz) 

providing an outline of your interest in the project, a CV, and details of 2-3 academic 

referees. Please include a copy of your full academic transcript. The start date is flexible 

and the position will be advertised until filled by an excellent candidate.        	



