
Master of Higher Education (MHEd) 

Who is the MHEd for? 
The Master in Higher Education (MHEd) is for those who wish to become more effective teachers 
and leaders in Higher Education. This includes those already working as lecturers or professors and 
those planning to enter Higher Education.  

Prospective career pathways for our graduates 
There are two main graduate pathways. The first leads to possible employment as an academic (e.g. 
lecturers, professors, and instructors), educational technologist (instructional designer or e-learning 
developer), educational leader or administrator, program evaluation specialist, education program 
managers in a variety organizations (including corporate and non-governmental organizations), etc. 
The second pathway would lead to a PhD for exceptional candidates who wish to pursue a research 
career.  

Past students’ experiences 
Elements of the Master in Higher Education have been in place for many years, and some of our past 
students have been lecturers and professors from all types of disciplines and from different parts of 
the world. Some have won national teaching awards in New Zealand and moved on to senior 
positions at our university and others. 

Engaged teaching experience 
We believe in lifelong learning experience in a collegial atmosphere. Our postgraduate students are 
also our colleagues, who enjoy high quality interactive, one-on-one teaching experience and a 
technology-enriched approach to their postgraduate studies, without losing the benefits of working 
on campus.  

Prolific postgraduate research experience 
We believe that teaching should inform research, and research outputs in turn should enhance 
teaching. Students coming to our postgraduate programs are trained in both classroom and field 
research methodology. They also enjoy hands-on training on data analysis.  

The Master’s project will allow students to conduct research on current issues within their own 
practice. During the research process, students will be mentored by senior academic staff. Possible 
areas of research include: 

 Teaching in higher education

 Educational leadership

 Educational technology in higher education

 Higher education administration and policy

 Evaluation and assessment in higher education

 Student learning and support in higher education



Technology enhanced learning 
The Master in Higher Education recognizes that Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) 
play a significant role in Higher Education. As such, the program will introduce students to core 
aspects of theoretical foundations as well as practical application of ICT learning environments and 
tools in teaching and researching.  

Professional development experience 
You will have the opportunity to participate in a range of additional workshops on teaching with 
technology, assessment, leaderships, research and mentorship.  

Social life experience on campus 
The collegiality of our staff and the variety of social and professional programs on our campus means 
youryear with us will be stimulating and  a part of your  lifelong learning. 

The academic staff 
Our academic staff are nationally and internationally respected and have taught, consulted, 
researched, and written on a wide range of contemporary issues in Higher Education.  

See our staff profiles at: www.hedc.otago.ac.nz/hedc/about-us/our-people 

http://www.hedc.otago.ac.nz/hedc/about-us/our-people



