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FROM THE HOD:
Otago at the Frontline of Historical 
Research
The end of this year constitutes the end of the 
census period of the 2018 round of PBRF (Per-
formance-Based Research Fund). Every six 
years all academics based in tertiary education 
institutions in New Zealand are subject to a re-
view of their research quality and productivity. 
The results of the performance review of each 
and every researcher will determine the gov-
ernment’s funding of their home institution.  All 
academics are therefore under pressure to pro-
duce high-quality research publications in high 
volume.  The University of Otago generally re-
ceives media attention for its medical research; 
however, the 2012 PBRF assessment results sug-
gest that 6 of the 12 top performing academic 
units in the University were in the Humanities—
and, of course, the Department of History and 
Art History was one of them. A major research 
strength at the University of Otago consists in 
humanities, and the Department of History and 
Art History is one of the main drivers. 

The research outputs you see in this issue of the 
Newsletter constitute only the tip of the iceberg. 
In 2012-2017, academic staff in the Department 
produced several award-winning monographs 
and countless research articles; they won a 
number of major research grants such as the 
Marsden Fund; and they were invited to speak 
at national and international conferences. Un-
dergraduate students generally know us only as 
lecturers in classrooms; however, we all actively 
engage in innovative research publications and 
conference talks around the world. 

Perhaps less well known is that we are a major 
hub for collaborative research in the University. 
The Department hosts the Centre for Research 
on Colonial Culture (CRoCC) and the Centre for 
Global Migrations. The University of Otago for-
mally recognizes and supports 12 flagship Re-
search Centres and three of them are housed in 
the Division of Humanities. The Department of 
History and Art History is proud to host CRoCC, 
founded and directed by Professor Tony Ballan-
tyne (now jointly with Assoc Prof Angela Wanhal-
la). Since its establishment in 2012, the CRoCC 
has established itself as an international leader 

in the historical 
studies of co-
lonial cultures 
and empires, 
thereby placing 
the Universi-
ty of Otago on 
the world map 
in the field of 
colonial, impe-
rial and indig-
enous history. 
Furthermore, 
the University 
of Otago recognized 17 ‘Research Themes’, two 
of which were from humanities. This year, the 
Centre for Global Migrations was established in 
this ‘Research Theme’ category under the lead-
ership of Professor Angela McCarthy. Only a few 
Departments in Humanities host Research Cen-
tres or Themes. The Department of History and 
Art History is the only academic unit in Otago’s 
Division of Humanities that hosts two of them. 

One of the missions of Research Centres and 
Themes is to communicate their research find-
ings to the general public. Indeed, both CRoCC 
and the Centre for Global Migrations have been 
actively engaging with local and national com-
munities through various events and publica-
tions that are accessible to a wider audience. 
The Department of History and Art History is 
also committed to wide dissemination of out-
standing historical research not only through 
publications of academic staff but also through 
public lectures delivered by guest academics. 
The most recent visitor was Professor Sir Rich-
ard Evans from the University of Cambridge. Sir 
Richard is arguably one of the best known his-
torians of modern Germany today. He delivered 
the 2017 Michael King Memorial Lecture and 
a couple of other public lectures in Wellington 
and Auckland in October. We are indeed a pow-
erhouse of cutting-edge research, but we also 
bring some of the best of the ‘world’ to Dunedin 
and New Zealand. 

Professor Takashi Shogimen
Head of Department
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Centre for Global Migrations
In March 2017, His Worship, Mr Dave Cull, May-
or of Dunedin, launched the Centre for Global 
Migrations research theme. Led by Professor 
McCarthy, Global Migrations is a multidiscipli-
nary enterprise with more than 30 staff and 
student members at Otago, who seek to exam-
ine the migration of people, objects and ideas 
across time and place.

We were delighted in June to host our inaugural 
Visiting International Scholar, Dr Yassir Morsi, pol-
itics lecturer from La Trobe University, Melbourne, 
Australia. Dr Morsi provided a public lecture on 
Muslims, migration, belonging and becoming, a 
workshop for group members on his new book 
Radical Skin, Moderate Masks, and was a speaker 
at the 52nd Otago Foreign Policy School on ‘Open 
and Closed Borders: The Geopolitics of Migration’.

During the year, two members provided seminars – Professor Lisa Matisoo-Smith on her Africa to 
Aotearoa project and Dr Dennis Wesselbaum on the drivers of migration, with a particular focus on 
climate change.  

We also awarded postgraduate funding to Patrick Coleman as a grant-in-aid for his research on the 
Orange Order in the United States. 

Forthcoming events in 2017 include a one-day symposium in November on migration, education 
and translation, organised by Professor Henry Johnson (Music) and Dr Vivienne Anderson (HEDC). 
The keynote speaker is Professor Michael Singh from Western Sydney University, Australia, with 
a further 15 speakers also 
participating. 

Meanwhile, in December we 
will host a visit from Profes-
sor Alison Phipps, UNESCO 
Chair in Refugee Integration 
through Languages and the 
Arts at the University of 
Glasgow. She will provide a 
free public talk on refugee 
integration in Scotland.

The Centre has established 
a media presence and can 
be followed on Twitter @
OtagoMigrations, via our 
blog at https://blogs.otago.
ac.nz/globalmigration/ and 
on our website: www.otago.
ac.nz/global-migrations.

Professor Angela McCarthy

Dr Yassir Morsi (La Trobe University)

from left: Assoc Prof J Leckie, Prof A McCarthy, Mr D Cull,  
Prof R Blaikie (DVC Research) and Prof H Johnson
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Distinguished Visitors to the  
Department: Professor Sir Richard 
Evans and Dr Christine Corton
The intense final week of teaching this year was 
made all the more so by a week-long visit to 
the department by Professor Sir Richard Evans, 
Regius Professor Emeritus, University of Cam-
bridge, and his partner Dr Christine Corton, sen-
ior fellow of Wolfson College, Cambridge. Fund-
ing for their visit was generously provided by the 
James and Jean Davis Prestige Visitor Bequest. 
With all those regal-sounding titles behind them 
and high hopes for their visit, staff and students 
were both excited and a touch nervous before 
it began. How often did ‘Professor Sir Richard’ 
have to be used before one went to just ‘Rich-
ard,’ we asked ourselves.  There was no need: 
the pair fitted in with the department like old 
hands, putting their shoulders to the wheel, making use of their office and the library every day, 
preparing their lectures, and in Richard’s case, apparently effortlessly tapping out a 4500-word re-
view for the London Review of Books in short order. The pair could have been exhibited to students 
as models of an ideal academic work ethic.

Sir Richard’s main task was to deliver this year’s Michael King memorial lecture, established by the 
Department in 2005 in honour of the much-loved New Zealand historian. Traditionally delivered 
by a New Zealandist, this year the department made a decision to invite an internationally known 
historian to fly a large flag for humanities in these troubled times, by addressing the universal 
questions about ‘truth’ that have been thrown into the spotlight by the world political events of 
2016-2017.

Although principally a historian of the nineteenth century, Evans is best known for his trilogy The 
Third Reich, and for his role as an expert witness in the libel trial instigated by David Irving in 2000 
against US historian Deborah Lipstadt. Lipstadt had written that Irving was a ‘falsifier of history’ 
and ‘Holocaust denier’. Her legal team’s task, played out in London’s High Court, was to prove 

that those statements were justified. Evans, 
employed as an expert by the court, spent a 
year of his professional life, aided by two post-
graduate students, sifting the archival records 
behind Irving’s books. He spent 28 hours in the 
witness box under examination by Irving, and 
wrote a 740 page report for the judge. The tri-
al’s conclusion was by no means foregone, but 
ultimately the court found in Lipstadt’s favour. 
Historical truth won the day, to worldwide ac-
claim.  

The trial was recently dramatized in the fea-
ture film Denial, released in April this year. On 
Tuesday 10 October, after Christine and Richard 
charmed high-school students and their teach-

Prof Evans at the Michael King Memorial Lecture

Dr Christine Corton
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ers at a special departmental tea, over 350 Dun-
edin locals filed in to Castle 2 lecture theatre to 
listen to Sir Richard discuss the film with a panel 
before the main feature. It was a rare thrill to 
have such an expert provide background to the 
film and the extraordinary case behind it. Evans 
affirmed that the movie took minimal poetic li-
cence and was a very accurate portrayal of the 
trial. Indeed, the only thing needed to make it 
more accurate in his view would have been for 
the actor who played him to have lost some 
weight before filming commenced!

The following day Richard held a two-hour post-
graduate masterclass on historiography since 
1965, giving a beautifully illustrated hour-long 
talk, prior to a further 45 minutes of keen dis-
cussion with students. A festive tea followed, and in the early evening Dr Christine Corton gave a 
fascinating lecture on her research into the cultural history of the London fogs. A synoptic view of 
the major book she published in 2015 with Harvard University Press, the lecture illustrated how 
writers and artists from Dickens to Turner to Monet and others embedded London’s toxic pea-soup 
fogs into the world’s cultural image of London – before the belated Clean Air Act of 1956 began to 
make the fogs a thing of the past. 

The next afternoon, Richard recorded an interview with Jim Mora for RNZ National. Anticipation 
grew as the hour of the Michael King lecture approached. Burns 1, the 280-seat lecture theatre, 
started to fill well before the 5.30PM start. At about 5.20, seats ran out, but hopefuls continued to 
stream in, and the atmosphere became electric, even a little panicky. Technicians were able to open 
up Burns 2 next door at short notice, setting up live-stream projection  – about 100 people used 
this handy overflow facility. You could hear a pin drop as Sir Richard began to tell us about ‘War and 
the Nazi Imagination’, arguing persuasively that for Hitler’s Germany, war was oxygen, and peace 
would have been suffocation. The sheer weight of Evans’ knowledge, delivered with the gravitas 
befitting such a subject, and with many haunting illustrations, certainly took the audience’s breath 
away. Stunning. The word is overused, but it was nothing less than stunning.

Richard’s readiness to consider the long journey to New Zealand this year was partly due to fond 
memories of his first visit, in 1986, and particularly his trip, guided by Barbara Brookes, to the al-
batross colony at Tairoa Head. On Friday (after the LRB review was sent off), the visitors set off on 
a pilgrimage to the site. As they left Dunedin it rained and even thundered, but at Tairoa Head the 
sky cleared and the view back down the harbour was not much less breathtaking than the previous 

evening’s lecture. What’s more, the albatrosses 
were in the mood to fly, swooping and wheeling 
in that way they have which, once seen, is nev-
er forgotten. Richard had held the memory for 
over thirty years, and we hope Christine does 
the same.

After leaving Dunedin, Richard gave lectures 
on Denial at the University of Otago’s campus-
es in Wellington and Auckland, both very well 
attended. It was a historic week, in every sense, 
for the Department, and we are grateful to 
Richard and Christine for sharing their wisdom 
so generously.      

Associate Professor Mark Seymour

from left: Assoc Prof C Gavaghan, Assoc Prof M Seymour,  
Sir Richard, Prof B Brookes

Audience for interview with Sir Richard and film screening
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Celebrating Research Success:  
Publications in 2017
The Department of History and Art History has enjoyed another successful year in research. Here 
we have collected the academic staff’s major publications (books, journal articles and book chap-
ters) of 2017. 

BOOKS
McCabe, J. (2017). Race, Tea and 
Colonial Resettlement: Imperial 
Families, Interrupted. London, 
UK: Bloomsbury, 272p.
This book was the culmination 
of research that began in 2007 
when Jane visited northeast India 
to look up her grandmother’s hid-
den past. Between 2011 and 2014 
Jane wrote a thesis on the Presby-
terian scheme that permanently 
relocated mixed-race tea planters’ 
children from India to New Zea-
land. Race, Tea and Colonial Reset-
tlement  is a landmark publication 
for a community of Kalimpong 
descendants who have lived with 
marked silences in their family 
history. It also makes a compelling 
contribution to New Zealand histo-
ry and global migration studies.

McCarthy, A and T.M. Devine. 
(2017). Tea and Empire: James 
Taylor in Victorian Ceylon. Man-
chester: Manchester University 
Press, 253p.
Published to commemorate the 
150th anniversary of Ceylon tea, 
this book is the first ever biogra-
phy of James Taylor, ‘father of the 
Ceylon tea enterprise’. The Sun-
day Times (Sri Lanka) book review 
reckoned that ‘If you ever want 
to buy a book on Ceylon tea, it’s 
doubtful you would find one as in-
triguing and detailed as this’ while 
the Herald Scotland considered it a 
‘hugely enjoyable and expressive 
account of a life well lived.’ The au-
thors have promoted the book at 
major international book festivals 
in Edinburgh, Ilkley and Wigtown.

Paterson, L. and Wanhalla, A. (2017). He Reo 
Wāhine: Māori Women’s Voices from the Nineteenth 
Century, Auckland: Auckland University Press.
He Reo Wāhine explores Māori women’s experiences 
and views of colonialism in their own words using 

letters, petitions and their tes-
timonies. It is the first book to 
focus solely on Māori women’s 
writing in the colonial era.

EDITED BOOKS
Devine, T.M. and McCarthy, 
A. (Eds.). (2017). The Scottish 
Experience in Asia, c.1700 to 
the Present: Settlers and So-
journers. Cham, Switzerland: 
Palgrave Macmillan, 325p.
This collection of essays fo-
cuses on the scale, territorial 
trajectories, impact, economic 
relationships, identity, and na-
ture of the Scottish-Asia con-
nection from the late seven-
teenth century to the present. 
Did Scots really punch above 
their weight as some contem-
poraries thought or was that 
just exaggerated rhetoric? 
Covering India, Ceylon, China, 
Singapore and Hong Kong, the 
volume examines themes of 
trade, commerce, commodi-
ties, agriculture, cross-cultural 
contact, identities, law and re-
ligion to address this and other 
key questions.

Leckie, J., McCarthy, A. & 
Wanhalla, A. (Eds.). (2017). 
Migrant Cross-Cultural En-
counters in Asia and the Pacif-
ic. Abingdon: Routledge.
This volume presents studies of 
New Zealand, Singapore, Aus-
tralia, Vanuatu, Mauritius and 
China to highlight key themes 
of mobility, intimacies, ethnic-
ity and ’race’, heritage, and di-
aspora, through rich evidence 

such as photographs, census data, the arts and in-
terviews. It demonstrates the importance of multi-
disciplinary ways of looking at migrant cross-cultural 
encounters through blending historical and social 
science methodologies.
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Journal Articles and Book Chapters
Brookes, B., & Smith, C. (2017). Styling gender 
from barber shops and ladies' hairdressers to 
the unisex salon, 1920-1970. New Zealand Journal 
of History, 51(1), 184-207. 

McCabe, J. (2017). Transform-
ing family narrative: The 
Kalimpong community in 
New Zealand. In K. Pickles, L. 
Fraser, M. Hill, S. Murray & G. 
Ryan (Eds.), History making a 
difference: New approaches 
from Aotearoa. Newcastle, UK: 
Cambridge Scholars Publish-
ing, pp. 131-147.
This book invited historians to 
discuss the ways in which their 
research has brought mean-
ingful engagements with the 
wider public. In my chapter I 
wrote about a descendant of the 
Kalimpong scheme, Sylvia Slat-
er, whom I interviewed for my 
doctoral research. Like many de-
scendants, Sylvia’s family history 
was marked by silences and sep-
arations. However, over several 
years of involvement with the 
Kalimpong project, her very lim-
ited family tree in New Zealand 
was broadened to include an en-
tire branch in England that was 
previously unknown to her.

McCarthy, A., Coleborne, C., 
O’Connor, M. and Knewstubb, 
E. (2017). ‘Lives in the Asylum 
Record, 1864 to 1910: Utilising 
Large Data Collection for His-
tories of Psychiatry and Men-
tal Health’.  Medical History, 
61(3), 358-379.
This article is an output from 
a major Marsden funded pro-
ject on migration, ethnicity and 
madness. The team utilise their 
respective databases of patients 
admitted to four psychiatric in-
stitutions to examine issues 
such as ethics and access, record 
linkage, categories of data analysis, comparison and 
record keeping. 

McCarthy, A. (2017). ‘The Irish in Australia and 
New Zealand’. In Eugenio F. Biagini and Mary E. 
Daly (eds). The Cambridge Social History of Modern 
Ireland. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
pp. 478-496.
This chapter adopts a comparative perspective to 
provide an original interpretative synthesis of Irish 

migration to New Zealand and Australia. Through a 
social history perspective, it examines motives for 
migration, marriage and gender, communities, eth-
nic associations, religion, nationalism, interactions 
with indigenous peoples, and madness.

McCarthy, A. and T.M. Devine 
(2017). ‘The Scottish Experi-
ence in Asia, c.1700 to the 
Present: Settlers and Sojourn-
ers’. In T.M. Devine and Ange-
la McCarthy (eds). The Scottish 
Experience in Asia, c.1700 to the 
Present: Settlers and Sojourn-
ers. Cham, Switzerland: Pal-
grave Macmillan, pp. 1-21.
An output of Economic and So-
cial Research Council (UK) semi-
nar series funding, this introduc-
tory chapter sets the scene for 
the first book-length study of the 
role of Scots across Asia from 
the late seventeenth century to 
the present. It outlines demo-
graphic patterns, impact, and is-
sues of exceptionalism and sets 
the Scottish experience within a 
comparative context with other 
migrant groups. 

McCarthy, A. (2017). ‘Ceylon: 
A Scottish Colony?’. In T.M. 
Devine and Angela McCarthy 
(eds), The Scottish Experience 
in Asia, c.1700 to the Present: 
Settlers and Sojourners. Cham, 
Switzerland: Palgrave Macmil-
lan, pp. 187-211.
This chapter examines the de-
piction of Ceylon as a Scottish 
colony during the nineteenth 
century. It focuses on the Scot-
tish presence in Ceylon, the suc-
cess and influence of Scots in 
the country’s planting enterprise 
and the Scottish sense of ethnic-
ity. It concludes with an assess-
ment of Scotland’s legacy in Sri 
Lanka in the early twenty-first 
century.

Leckie, J., McCarthy, A., and Wanhalla, A. (2017). 
‘Migrant Cross-cultural encounters in Asia and 
the Pacific’. In Jacqueline Leckie, Angela McCar-
thy, and Angela Wanhalla (eds). Migrant Cross-Cul-
tural Encounters in Asia and the Pacific. Abingdon: 
Routledge, pp. 1-16.
This introductory chapter highlights the need for a 
multidisciplinary volume on migrant-migrant and 
migrant-host cross-cultural encounters in Asia and 
the Pacific that blends historical and social science 
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methodologies. It provides an overview of migration 
in the Asia Pacific and surveys key themes covered 
in the volume.

Moloughney, B. (2017). Arthur W. Hummel and 
Gu Jiegang: Translation in the making of modern 
China. Twentieth-Century China, 41(1), 97-109. doi: 
10.1353/tcc.2017.0009
This essay examines the important role that transla-
tion played in the transition from missionary Sinology 
to modern, academic Chinese Studies. I argue that the 
translation of key texts influenced the development 
of a new ‘cosmopolitan Sinology’ in the 1920s and 
1930s, and that it was this transnational scholarship 
that laid the foundations for modern Chinese Studies.

Moloughney, B. (2017). What to do with Indige-
nous Knowledge: Sinology confronts the disci-
plines at Tsinghua University. New Zealand Jour-
nal of Asian Studies 19(2).
In this essay I explore one of the main challenges 
that needed to be confronted in order to create a 
modern university system in early twentieth-centu-
ry China: how to accommodate the rich and com-
plex body of traditional knowledge within new in-
stitutions that were the product of a radically new 
socio-political environment. These issues provoked 
heated debates in the 1920s and 1930s, and they 
have resurfaced in recent years as the Chinese state 
attempts to reinvigorate Sinology in order to chart a 
future that is not shaped solely in Western terms. I 
argue that this issue of what to do with indigenous 
knowledge reveals much about the role of the state 
in the production of knowledge.

Rocha, Z. and Wanhalla, A. (2017). A history of 
“mixed race” in Aotearoa/New Zealand. In Z. 
Rocha and M. Webber (Eds.), Mana Tangatarua: 
Mixed heritages and biculturalism in Aotearoa/New 
Zealand, New York: Routledge, 15-31.
This chapter charts the evolution of racial and 
ethnic categorizations in New Zealand from the 
mid-nineteenth century to the present day, and how 
these  have  shaped ‘mixed race’ and mixed ethnic 
identifications for individuals and groups.

Shogimen, T. (2017). ‘William of Ockham’s Ecclesi-
ology and Political Thought’, The English Province 
of the Franciscans (1224-c.1350), ed. Michael J. P. 
Robson, Leiden: Brill, 2017, pp. 335-353.
 
Shogimen, T. (2017). ‘William of Ockham and Me-
dieval Discourses on Toleration’, in  Toleration 
in Comparative Perspective, ed. Vicki A. Spencer, 
Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, in press to ap-
pear in November 2017.
The aforementioned reappraise the fourteenth-cen-
tury Franciscan theologian William of Ockham’s po-
litical thought and ecclesiology. While the former 
engages critically with Brian Tierney’s recent account 
of Ockham’s natural law theory, the latter examines 

Ockham’s discussion of toleration, thereby arguing 
that toleration was not a uniquely modern Western 
concept.
 
Shogimen, T. (2017). ‘Futsujin Senkyōshi Rigyō-
ru to Kyōiku to Shūkyō no Shōtotsu Ronsō [The 
French Missionary Ligneul and the  Controver-
sy on the Clash between Education and Reli-
gion], Kirishitan ga Hiraita Nihongo Bungaku [Jap-
anese literature cultivated by Christians] ed. N. 
Guo (Tokyo: Akashi Shoten, 2017), pp. 205-217.
This book chapter in Japanese is the outcome of 
my contribution to an international collaborative 
research project on the Western missionaries’ con-
tributions to literary outputs in Japanese. More spe-
cifically, it examines the French Catholic missionary 
Alfred Ligneul’s work on Japanese patriotism in the 
context of a famous controversy in the 1890s in 
which Christians were condemned by nationalists 
for being unpatriotic.

Stenhouse, J. (2017). The Bible and science. In G. 
B. Ferngren (Ed.), Science and religion: A historical 
introduction. (2nd ed.). Baltimore, USA: John Hop-
kins University Press, pp. 235-250. 

Stevens, K. and Wanhalla, A. (2017). Intimate 
Relations: kinship and the economics of shore 
whaling in southern New Zealand. Journal of Pa-
cific History, 52 (2), 1-21.
In this article, we centre  Māori forms of kinship in 
the establishment and success of shore whaling in 
southern New Zealand. We argue that the enduring 
importance of these intimate bonds helps  illumi-
nate  the extent to  which shore whaling  was a kin-
based economy.

Stevens, M. J. (2017). “Kā Whare Māori ki Awarua: 
Bluff’s Māori Houses,” Part One Te Karaka 73, 38-
41; Michael J. Stevens, (2017). “Kā Whare Māori ki 
Awarua: Bluff’s Māori Houses,” Part Two, Te Kar-
aka 74, 48-51.
This two-part article published in the quarterly mag-
azine issued by Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu outlined the 
history of collective Māori buildings in Bluff: from the 
Native Hostel built on the port’s foreshore in 1881 to 
Tahupōtiki, the distinctive whare-rau opened on Te 
Rau Aroha Marae in 2003.

Stevens, M. J., (In press). “‘A lasting benefit for a 
new race’? Rev. J. F. H. Wohlers and racial amal-
gamation in southern New Zealand”, in Miran-
da Johnson, Warwick Anderson and Barbara 
Brookes (eds), Pacific Futures Past. Hawaii: Uni-
versity of Hawaii Press.
This essay grew out of a paper delivered at a sympo-
sium co-hosted by the University of Sydney’s ‘Race 
and Ethnicity in the Global South’ research network 
and Otago’s Centre for Research on Colonial Culture 
(CRoCC). Focusing on the first foreign resident mis-
sionary in Foveaux Strait, it describes and explains his 
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view of interracial marriage in southern New Zealand 
and the racially amalgamated future he anticipated.

Stevens, M. J. (In press). “‘A defining characteristic 
of the southern people’: Southern Māori mobili-
ty and the Tasman World”, in Rachel Standfield 
(ed.), Indigenous Mobilities: Across and Beyond the 
Antipodes. Canberra: ANU Press.
This chapter also grew out of a symposium co-host-
ed by CRoCC and Australian collaborators: in this in-
stance, the Indigenous Studies Centre at Melbourne’s 
Monash University. This essay draws heavily on my 
‘World History of Bluff’ project and highlights the 
way in which maritime connections between south-
ern New Zealand and the eastern and southern sea-
boards of Australia substanitally shape Kāi Tahu his-
torical experience.

Stevens, M. J. (In press). “Tohi Te Marama (c.1829-
1918)”, in (eds) Helen Brown and Takerei Norton, 
Tāngata Ngai Tahu: People of Ngai Tahu. Welling-
ton: Bridget Williams Books and Te Rūnanga o 
Ngai Tahu.

Stevens, M. J. (In press). “William Te Paro Spen-
cer (1844-1938)”, in (eds) Helen Brown and Tak-
erei Norton, Tāngata Ngai Tahu: People of Ngai 
Tahu. Wellington: Bridget Williams Books and Te 
Rūnanga o Ngai Tahu.

Stevens, M. J. and Maiora Puketapu-Dentice, (In 
press). “Eruera Poko Cameron (1884-1962)”, in 
(eds) Helen Brown and Takerei Norton, Tāngata 
Ngai Tahu: People of Ngai Tahu. Wellington: Bridget 
Williams Books and Te Rūnanga o Ngai Tahu.

Nicole McKay and Michael J. Stevens, (In press). 
“Merekihereka Hape (1810-1890)”, in (eds) Helen 
Brown and Takerei Norton, Tāngata Ngai Tahu: 
People of Ngai Tahu. Wellington: Bridget Williams 
Books and Te Rūnanga o Ngai Tahu.
These essays are four out of a total of 50 biographies 
brought together for this highly-illustrated co-pub-
lication spearheaded by Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu 
(TRoNT). Three of the biographies listed above come 
directly out of my Bluff-based Marsden Fast-Start 
project and two of them resulted directly from sum-
mer studentships based in our department in 2016-
17 that were co-funded by TRoNT and the Division 
of Humanities. An inaugural studentship of this sort 
that ran over 2015-16 was also the basis for one of 
these biographies.

Stevens, M. J. (In press) “Ngāi Tahu Whānui,” in 
(eds) Helen Brown and Takerei Norton, Tāngata 
Ngai Tahu: People of Ngai Tahu. Wellington: Bridget 
Williams Books and Te Rūnanga o Ngai Tahu.
This 3,500 word essay precedes the suite of 1,000 
word biographies that follow it. A historical overview 
of Ngāi Tahu, it outlines the emergence of the iwi 
immediately prior to the sustained presence of Eu-
ropeans in Te Waipounamu and runs up to the pres-

ent-day. In so doing it touches on themes such as 
musket warfare, the impact of introduced disease, 
intermarriage, colonisation and land-loss, the col-
lective resilience built around Te Kerēme, and the 
tribe’s interactions with the Waitangi Tribunal which 
utlimately resulted in the Ngai Tahu Claims Settle-
ment Act 1998.

Trapeznik, A. (2017). New Zealand local history. In 
Amy H. Wilson, (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Local History. 
Third Edition, Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield.
This chapter contributes an international perspec-
tive about undertaking local history and addresses 
problems, processes, and technological changes in 
the field. Local and regional history is now a well-re-
spected genre of New Zealand history. Several im-
portant works appear most years, almost all of them 
well up to professional scholarly standards.

Trapeznik, A. and Gee, A. (2017). Accommodating 
the motor car: Dunedin, New Zealand, 1901-30. 
The Journal of Transport History, [forthcoming]. 
doi: 10.1177/0022526616682367.
Both cities and their inhabitants were obliged to 
adapt rapidly to the rise of car ownership in the first 
few decades of the twentieth century, and this article 
examines how one of New Zealand’s most developed 
urban centres, Dunedin, adapted to motor vehicles in 
the years 1901–30. Changes to the built environment 
are considered: new, specialised building types and 
commercial activities, the resurfacing and realign-
ment of streets, and the introduction of traffic control 
measures. Social attitudes towards the changes in the 
use of public space brought about by motoring are 
also examined. In contrast to the hostility shown to 
early motorists in other countries, Dunedin attitudes 
appear to have been less overtly antagonistic.

Wanhalla, A. (2017). Debating ‘Clause 21’: Eugenic 
Marriage in New Zealand. In D. Paul, H. Spencer 
and J. Stenhouse (Eds.), Eugenics at the Edges of 
Empire: New Zealand, Australia, Canada and South 
Africa, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.
This chapter traces debates over ‘eugenic marriage’ 
within New Zealand’s eugenic circles and networks 
during the first three decades of the twentieth cen-
tury. It finds that there was little consensus over how 
eugenic marriage was to be achieved, while eugen-
ists struggled to gain public approval for their pro-
posed interventions.

Wanhalla, A. (2017). Intimate Connections: The 
Politics of Intimacy on New Zealand’s Colonial 
Frontier. law&history, 4 (2), 45-71.
This article focuses on an 1861  commission of  in-
quiry into the behaviour of a public official. It argues 
that such inquiries are vital moments for investigat-
ing the interconnections between violence and inti-
macy on New Zealand’s colonial frontier.

continue to p.10...
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Profile: Hilary Radner, Emeritus  
Professor of Film and Media Studies
Takashi Shogimen: You retired last February — 
how has your life been since then?

Hilary Radner: I don’t really feel that I have as 
yet “retired” – rather, the past few months seem 
a bit more like a very full extended research 
leave. I had quite a few commitments that I 
felt that I needed to honor, in particular a book 
project on the work of the French film theorist 
Raymond Bellour, which I have now completed 
as well as a couple of book chapters. I am also 
co-editing a special issue of Fashion Theory: The 
Journal of Dress, Body & Culture, with Vicki Kara-
minas, Professor of Fashion Studies at Massey 
University, Wellington. I am hoping that 2018 
will prove somewhat more leisurely, with more 
time for travel.

TS: What was the more enjoyable aspect of your 
life as a member of the Department of History and 
Art History at Otago?

HR: The Department of History and Art Histo-
ry at the University of Otago enjoys a well-de-
served reputation as one of the strongest aca-
demic departments in the Humanities within 
New Zealand. Working with scholars of such a 
high caliber was a pleasure and an inspiration. I 
was also very fortunate as a supervisor – a num-
ber of my students, I predict, will go on to stellar 
careers in the areas of film and visual culture. 
Postgraduate supervision was one of the most 
rewarding dimensions of the time I have spent 
at the University of Otago. Before I came to 
Otago I held a tenured position at an excellent 
American university that, however, did not have 
a postgraduate program in my area. One of the 
attractions of the position at Otago was that I 
would have the opportunity to work with post-
graduate students. My own research benefitted 
enormously, as my recent publication record re-
flects.

TS: I’m pleased you are now elected into an emeri-
tus professorship. 

HR: The process of appointment for emeritus 
professors at the University of Otago is robust 
and rigorous. At moments, I felt that I was re-ap-
plying for the job from which I had recently re-

tired! I am deeply honored that the University 
Council has awarded me this status in acknowl-
edgement of my achievement in research, as 
well as my “dedicated and long service to the 
university,” including my “contribution to the 
University as the Founding Chair of Film and Me-
dia Studies.” The status of emeritus professor 
enables me to continue my research, as I have 
a number of ongoing projects. Library access, 
which is one of the privileges of an emeritus 
professor, is crucial to any scholar, but especial-
ly one located in Dunedin, and I felt its absence 
during the period in which my application was 
being considered. 

TS: This year you have kindly been hosting our in-
ternship students at the Dunedin Public Art Gallery 
since you are the President of the Dunedin Pub-
lic Art Gallery Society, sometimes known as the 
“Friends of the Gallery.” 

HR: The internship is a significant addition to 
the Humanities curriculum. Many people have 
the erroneous impression that Humanities stu-
dents do not do well on the job market, which is 
not the case. These internships allow students 
to put their Humanities skills to work and un-
derstand their importance. We requested that 
our intern keep a work diary, which she found 
useful. It was perhaps even more helpful to 
me as her supervisor in gaining insight into the 
validity of our internship program. One of the 
things that pleasantly surprised our intern, as 
recounted in her diary, was that we (I and the 
Commercial Director of the Gallery), took her 
views seriously and that the Dunedin Public 
Art Gallery Society Council valued her research 
report on the importance of online presence 
to charitable organizations, to the degree that 
one Council member asked permission to pass 
it on to the U3A administration, who were also 
thinking about their online presence. She was 
amazed that people many years her senior lis-
tened to what she had to say because she was 
coherent, precise and could back up her state-
ments with specific examples that derived from 
her training and her research. She could see her 
skills at work. When we discovered that due to 
poor research on the part of earlier scholars we 
didn’t know the actual date on which the Society 
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was established, she was able herself to under-
stand the importance of rigorous and meticu-
lous documentation. Our intern is pursuing a 
double major in IT and Visual Culture; however, 
it was her generic Humanities skills that enabled 
her to put her knowledge in these areas to good 
use for the benefit of the DPAG Society and the 
Gallery.

TS: What are your future plans for research and 
writing?

HR: I have an unfinished project on the history 
of the woman’s film in New Zealand Cinema, on 
which I have been working for the past ten years, 
that keeps nagging at me. To date, scholars writ-
ing on New Zealand film have overlooked an un-
usually large number of fiction features about 
New Zealand women, including the New Wave 
biopics, Iris (1984), Leave All Fair (1985) and Sylvia 
(1985). The existence of these films is significant, 
because no comparable body of work exists in 
the cinemas of other settler cultures such as 
Canada and Australia. Failure to acknowledge 
this has led to judgments such as that of Ian 
Conrich, who describes New Zealand cinema’s 
“New Wave” (New Zealand’s films made subse-
quent to 1977) as “predominantly testosterone 
fuelled: the product of a male-dominated indus-
try in which films offered stories of aggression, 
stunts, pranks and subversion.” My project chal-
lenges the validity of such judgements by argu-
ing that New Zealand cinema was responsive to 
women audiences to an unusual degree, sys-
tematically promoting films about women’s is-

sues, often by women directors, with such films 
offering alternatives to the event-driven movies 
produced by conglomerate Hollywood. My goal, 
growing out of an international colloquium on 
the films of Jane Campion that I hosted in 2006, 
is systematically to examine these films in the 
context of Hollywood woman’s films in order to 
understand their import and impact on nation-
al and international audiences. I have a feeling 
that this body of work will keep me busy for the 
next few years, and that I will be spending con-
siderable time at the Hocken Library, a wonder-
ful resource for scholars working on New Zea-
land culture.

...continued from p.8
Postgraduate Publication
McMenamin, Dorothy. "Out of Sight and 
out of Mind: The Ongoing Problem of 
Treating Leprosy."  The Journal of Pacific 
History, (2017): 1-17.
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/EU-
28uKkrcXVvkr7PXSux/full 
This article derives from oral histories I 
conducted between 2004-2008 with lepro-
sy sufferers in Fiji, Samoa, Tonga, New Cal-
edonia and Vanuatu.  Prior to a cure being 
available around 1950, patients were re-
moved from their homes and isolated “out 
of sight” in leprosaria.  Whereas today, the 
excellent cure means instead the disease 
is “out of sight” so that the symptoms are 
“out of mind” of medical professionals who 
often fail to diagnose it before permanent 
nerve damage occurs.
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Centre for Research on Colonial  
Culture (CRoCC)
CRoCC is a collection of historians from across the University of Otago interested in the histories 
and legacies of empire and colonialism in New Zealand and the Pacific. This includes seven mem-
bers of the department, including co-director, Angela Wanhalla. Established in July 2012, the Centre 
was recently refunded for a further five years to 2021. Our activities are events-based, and this year 
we organised a number of research symposia and workshops, including:

‘Film in the Colony’ keynote speakers Litheko Modisane and Ian 
Malcolm Rijsdijk with Lawrence Wharerau and Diane Pivac

Participants at the ‘Valued Coconuts’ Workshop

• Valued Coconuts: Hear Our 
Voices Workshop, organised 
by Judy Bennett 

• Archival Files and Knowledge 
Production Workshop, organ-
ised by Barbara Brookes

• Historians at the Pā II, a work-
shop hosted by Michael Ste-
vens at Te Rau Aroha Marae, 
Bluff

• Caring Histories Workshop, 
co-convened by Barbara 
Brookes, Jane McCabe and An-
gela Wanhalla

• Film in the Colony Symposium, 
organised by Annabel Cooper 
in conjunction with Ngā Taon-
ga Sound & Vision, Wellington 

• Mapping Workshop, organ-
ised by Jane McCabe

CRoCC also runs a monthly semi-
nar series and has hosted a num-
ber of visiting scholars through-
out the year, including Professor 
Sarah Carter (University of Alber-
ta) and Dr Mere Whaanga (Chil-
dren’s Writer in Residence).

This year we expanded our social 
media presence through a Twit-
ter account to complement our 
popular blog where we promote 
our events. Follow us to find out 
about our 2018 plans, which in-
cludes a Global Dunedin Lecture 
Series at Toitū Otago Settlers Mu-
seum, via @croccotago and our 
blog: https://blogs.otago.ac.nz/
crocc/

Associate Professor  
Angela Wanhalla


