Pacific Research Cluster Symposium 

An Oceanic Imagination: A Tribute to the Life and Mind of ‘Epeli Hau’ofa

Wednesday October 21st, 2009

Te Paparahua, 1st floor Te Tumu

University of Otago 

PROGRAMME

Morning:

Prayer
8.45 am
Welcome: Professor Paul Tapsell, Dean of Te Tumu, School of Maori, Pacific and Indigenous Studies.
Followed by Tongan welcome and Fijian welcome ceremony
9.15 am
Introductions, Background and Acknowledgements: Dr Jenny Bryant-Tokalau, Co-ordinator of Pacific Islands Studies, Te Tumu
 

9.30 am
Opening Keynote Speaker: ‘A Tribute to our Oceanian ‘Epeli Hau’ofa’. Associate Professor Ropate Qalo, Sociology Department, USP.
10.30 am
Coffee Break
11.00 am
Panel Discussion ‘From Tales of the Tikongs to a Sea of Islands’. Ms Karlo Mila-Schaaf, Performance Poet; Associate Professor Judy Bennett, History Department, Otago; Dr Ian Frazer;  Dr Steve Ratuva, Pacific Studies, University of Auckland. Facilitator: Dr Greg Rawlings, Department of Anthropology, Otago.
12.30 – 1.30

Lunch and Performance 

Afternoon:
2pm
 Keynote Speaker: ‘Epeli and my life as an artist’   Josaia McNamara, Artist, Fiji. Introduced by: Dr Patrick Vakaoti, Department of Social and Community Work, Otago.
2.45 pm
Panel:  'Visions of building Pacific representations through the arts'.  Allan Alo, Dance Choreographer, OCAC-PS, Ema Tavola, Pacific Arts Coordinator, Manukau City Council; Luisa Tora, Activist/Writer. Facilitator: Dr Greg Rawlings, Department of Anthropology, Otago

Wrap up and comments: Dr Greg Burnett, Department of Education, University of Otago 
6pm
Dinner and Performances, Te Paparahua, Te Tumu 
MC: Tofilau Nina Kirifi-Alai, Manager, Pacific Islands Centre
