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The following graphs and tables show the trends in rates and percentages for fatal injury for major categories for New Zealand 1977-1997.
Rates for Major Categories of Fatal Injury, New Zealand 1977-1997
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Highlights

» There has been a steady decline over the period in falls
25 and submersion fatality rates.

~< J— - e~ S~ Motor vehicletraffic * Analysisof inpatient data suggests that the decline in the
20 VA S Na falls fatality rate may, in part, be explained by better case
RN management for neck of femur fractures among the elderly.
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_-x_ _=-"*-»g--x + Motor vehicletraffic crash rates have declined significantly
over the last decade.

» Suicide rates increased significantly from the mid 1980s and
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All other injury
: have remained relatively stable thereafter. There have
5| e . been dramatic changes in rates for specific age groups (e.g.
Soe— —— mersion -
i o T T e e e e T - youth rates have increased).
ol B «  Homicide has remained relatively stable.
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AgeAdjusted Rates
Year

Major Category ,; 7,53 79 s @ & 8 84 & 8 & 8 8 9 o 9% 9 94 9% 9% o

Motor vehicletraffic ~ [229 213 180 10.3 214 215 1908 201 219 228 240 215 229 215 1903 188 173 167 168 142 138
Falls 155 104 139 158 114 111 80 85 97 98 83 63 72 72 56 60 59 58 63 63 52
Submersion 40 51 42 42 41 39 36 32 40 33 29 33 29 32 27 26 29 24 27 27 21
Suicide 11.2 107 100 113 105 116 110 124 96 127 138 147 134 133 136 142 126 143 149 145 147
Homicide 13 16 15 12 14 14 15 12 18 23 19 18 22 22 20 22 15 18 16 16 18
All other injury 2 122 130 209 123 114 103 89 99 101 103 97 99 101 86 79 76 84 68 74 62 73
ALL 671 622 686 642 602 597 528 553 572 613 605 575 586 561 511 515 487 478 496 456 4458

Notes
1 Age adjustment allows one to compensate for any changes in rates that may be due to changes in the age distribution of the population over time.
2"All other injury" includes categories that did not contribute more than 4% of the total fatal injury in any of the years between 1977 and 1997.



Percentages for Major Categories of Fatal Injury, New Zealand 1977-1997
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Highlights

In 1977 suicides accounted for 17%, and motor
vehicle traffic crashes (MVTC) accounted for 36%,
of al injury deaths.

By 1997 suicides accounted for 32%, and MVTC
accounted for 30%, of all injury deaths.

1996 was the first year in two decades that the
number of deaths due to suicide exceeded that for
MVTC.

These dramatic changes are due to two factors:
* a29% decrease in the number of MVTC.
* a69% increase in the number of suicides.

96 97
Year
Percentages
Year
Major Category 77 78 79 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 9 91 92 9 94 9 9% 97
Motor vehicletraffic [365 361 277 320 372 372 384 372 390 378 399 376 388 378 372 358 347 342 328 296 296
Falls 196 144 177 216 170 171 140 144 160 155 135 109 126 134 116 127 133 134 142 158 135
Submersion 6.5 85 6.5 6.9 7.0 6.6 6.9 58 7.1 53 4.8 5.7 49 5.8 5.2 49 5.7 49 54 59 4.6
Suicide 167 171 146 180 175 195 209 225 169 208 228 256 228 237 265 274 258 294 295 313 321
Homicide 21 2.7 23 20 24 23 28 22 33 3.9 31 31 3.7 4.0 3.9 4.2 31 3.8 3.0 35 39
All other injury 1 187 212 311 195 190 174 170 179 177 167 159 171 171 153 155 148 174 144 151 140 163
ALL (count) 1950 1850 2035 1908 1838 1849 1673 1781 1865 2024 2018 1940 1988 1919 1772 1805 1732 1728 1813 1723 1714

Note 1 "All other injury" includes categories that did not contribute more than 4% of the total fatal injury in any of the years between 1977 and 1997.
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