
PhD Scholarship on Peace Traditions in Aotearoa/New Zealand 
 
Applications are now being sought for a 3-year PhD scholarship to investigate indigenous 
peace traditions in early New Zealand. The scholarship provides a NZD$25,000 annual 
stipend and covers tuition fees for a period of three years. The successful applicant will be 
based within the National Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies (NCPACS), University of 
Otago, New Zealand, and supervised by Professor Richard Jackson (NCPACS), Professor 
Murray Rae (Theology) and Dr Michael Stevens (History). 
 
The one-off scholarship is funded under the Marsden Research Project, “A New Politics of 
Peace? Investigations in Contemporary Pacifism and Non-violence”. The project is led by 
Professor Richard Jackson of NCPACS at the University of Otago, and Dr Jeremy Moses of 
the Political Science Department at the University of Canterbury. It will run for three years 
and will explore a variety of theoretical and practical issues surrounding pacifist ideology and 
non-violent practice in New Zealand politics and international relations.  
 
The successful applicant will have a strong academic background in the humanities and/or 
social sciences, including but not limited to peace studies, religious studies, Māori Studies, 
history, politics, sociology, and anthropology, and an interest in pacifism and nonviolence. A 
first class Masters degree is a pre-requisite.  
 
Research Proposals which explore the following topics are particularly welcome: 

• The influence of Christianity in the emergence of Māori nonviolent resistance 
traditions;  

• The subjugation of Māori peace traditions by settler society in nineteenth-century 
New Zealand; 

• The instances and causes of Māori groups avoiding conflict during the New Zealand 
Wars; 

• Māori resistance to conscription during World War One. 
 
Applicants are required to submit: 

-‐ a cover letter 
-‐ academic transcript; 
-‐ a curriculum vitae;  
-‐ a 3-4 page proposal outlining a potential area of research relevant to the Marsden 

project; 
-‐ One academic reference. 

 
All documents should be sent in PDF or Word format to richard.jackson@otago.ac.nz.  
 
Applications must be received by 5:00pm, Friday 24 July, 2015. Applicants will be notified 
of the outcome within approximately three weeks.  
 
If you have any enquiries please contact any member of the supervisory team. 


