
The universiTy of 
oTago offers a varieTy 
OF	ACCOMMOdAtiON	
opTions suiTable for 
posTgraduaTe sTudenTs.

 

COllEgIATE OpTIONS

POSTGRADUATE ONLY:

Abbey College (fully catered only)

POSTGRADUATE AND 
UNDERGRADUATE:

Arana College (catered and self-
catering options)

City College (fully catered only)

Knox College (fully catered only)

Salmond College (fully catered only)

Selwyn College (catered and self- 
catering options)

Toroa College (fully catered only)

NON-COllEgIATE OpTIONS

University Flats  ( internat ional 
students only and self catered) 

Please note college accommodation is 
not suitable for families.

Please make an online application 
if you would like to live in managed 
accommodation.

otago.ac.nz/about/accommodation

ABBEY COllEgE

Abbey College is New Zealand’s 
only residential college specifically 
for postgraduate students. A former 
hotel complex, it is located within a 
few minutes’ walk of all University 
facilities, the Dunedin Botanic Garden 
and the central city. The College 
comprises 83 rooms, many with 
ensuite bathrooms. There are also 
options for couples and students with 
disabilities.

The complex is spacious, safe and 
secure, with its operation overseen by 
an on-site Head of College. The college 
has its own dining room with full 
catering to residents. There are large 
common rooms and a reading room, 
a pleasant garden (Abbey Common), 
a spa pool and sauna. University 
wireless internet access is available 

throughout the complex. Car parking 
is also available.

Abbey College provides an academic 
community environment unrivalled in 
New Zealand.

otago.ac.nz/abbeycollege

UNIVERSITY MANAgEd FlATS 
ANd HOUSES – UNI FlATS

Uni Flats have limited accommodation 
for newly arrived international 
postgraduate students. There is also 
a small number of flats available for 
postgraduate students with partners 
and/or families.  All  University 
managed f lats are self-catered, 
fully furnished, and within an easy 
10-minute walk of campus.

For further information, including 
terms and conditions see

otago.ac.nz/uniflats

TEMpORARY ACCOMMOdATION

Temporar y  accommodat ion is 
available in some colleges before the 
beginning of the academic year. The 
Student Accommodation Centre can 
also provide a list of options, including 
backpackers, bed and breakfasts, and 
motels close to the University.

Temporary accommodation should 
be arranged if you intend to find 
your own long-term accommodation 
after arrival, or if you plan to arrive 
before your booked accommodation is 
available.

otago.ac.nz/about/accommodation

OTHER ACCOMMOdATION

The Student Accommodation Centre 
has a comprehensive online database 
of flats, houses and rooms that 
are available to rent privately. It is 
recommended that students arrange 
temporary accommodation for when 
they first arrive in Dunedin and then 
look for more permanent options. The 
Student Accommodation Centre is on 
campus with staff available to assist 
with finding options that will best suit 
students.

Dur ing Februar y  the  Student 
Accommodation Centre is open for 
extended hours and there is a varied 
programme of activities to assist 
students in finding accommodation.

For further information about 
accommodation options and 
application dates please contact

STUDENT ACCOMMODATION 
CENTRE 
University of Otago
109 St David Street
PO Box 56
Dunedin 9054
Tel  64 3 479 5100
Email accommodation@otago.ac.nz

otago.ac.nz/about/accommodation

Accommodation AbbEy	COLLEGE	is	NEw	ZEALANd’s	ONLy	REsidENtiAL	
college specifically for posTgraduaTe sTudenTs.

“thEy’vE	bEEN	sO	
suppORtivE	–	i	CAN’t	

Talk highly enough 
AbOut	thEM.”

Jesse Kokaua
PhD – Public Health

It took some time for Jesse Kokaua to 
find his passion in statistics.

“My first attempts at university were 
not all that successful,” he admits. 
He never gave up, however, and has 
recently – after juggling study, work, 
and family for many years – handed 
in his PhD thesis.

Jesse worked previously in the 
public health sector, improving data 
collection and analysis in the area 
of mental health. It was work that 
eventually culminated in his pursuit of 
a doctorate in public health – in which 
he “applied Bayesian models to the 
analysis of the prevalence of mental 
disorders and mental health service 
use for Cook Islanders living in New 
Zealand”.

That is, he looked at the occurrence 
of mental health disorders, what 
services were available, and whether 
Cook Islanders living in New Zealand 
who need those services were 
accessing them. The method of 
data analysis he used to collate his 
findings will be the subject of a future 
research project, as it is transferrable 
to other issues.

Jesse, who now works as a Research 
Fellow in the University of Otago’s 
Health Sciences Division Pacific 
Islands Research and Student 

Support Unit (PIRSSU), says being 
able to carry out his PhD study while 
working in the same industry has 
been invaluable.

Jesse says that over the seven years 
it has taken him to complete his 
thesis part-time, his supervisors have 
been wonderful. He met his primary 
supervisor, Research Professor 
Elisabeth Wells, while working at 
the Ministry of Health on the New 
Zealand Mental Health Epidemiology 
Survey.

“They’ve been so supportive – I can’t 
talk highly enough about them. 
They’ve been open to letting me 
become side-tracked by issues that 
have interested me, some of which 
contributed only a small fraction in 
the final thesis, and have given me 
great advice.”

Interaction with his colleagues and 
the support of his wife and family 
have also been crucial.

Jesse is not sure what his horizons 
now hold, but he's happy to have 
options now that his thesis is 
completed. In the meantime, the 
soon-to-be Dr Kokaua is busy 
creating monitoring mechanisms for 
a programme that aims to ensure 
Pacific Islands students studying health 
sciences at Otago are successful.

student profile 1918




