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Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, members of Council and the University, distinguished students and 
graduands, and all our families and friends 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

WELL DONE! 

It feels good doesn`t it?  

All those lectures, mid-terms, deadlines, long sleepless nights (studying of course), exams where 
people leaving early making you wonder “why am I not leaving early?“, or people leaving later 
making you wonder “did I leave too early?“. Watching the post box for results to be delivered, or 
calling that 0800 RESULTS number, where you can’t help wondering if the pre-recorded voice was 
actually laughing when they gave you your results. 

Enough about my university memories 

THIS IS YOUR DAY 

YOU MADE IT!! 

I am truly honoured and humbled to be standing before you on this, your graduation day. Your 
achievements continue a longstanding tradition of excellence at the University of Otago, by an 
alumni which has become an integral part of New Zealand and indeed, global society. 

Whatever happens after you leave this wonderful hall, this day, and the process in getting to this 
day, is yours and yours to cherish. Knowledge is power. That piece of paper you hold in your hands is 
a symbol of your powerful achievements. Absorbing and understanding that knowledge is a huge 
feat worthy of celebration, and the choices you now make with that knowledge, is where your 
graduation ends, and the world begins. 

As unaccustomed as I am to public speaking, I am a little apprehensive standing here. Not just 
because I want to say something interesting, but I have this recurring dream that the University 
added my marks up wrong and I didn’t really pass after all!! If it helps, I paid off my student loan!!  

What I am not apprehensive about is today’s performance costume. In my job, where wigs, make up, 
tights and clothes ranging from bird costumes to dresses are the norm, standing in front of 1000's of 
people wearing this academic regalia is a good day at work. 

I graduated with a Bachelor of Laws in 1999, and now I am a professional opera singer. 

Obvious connections between the two don't immediately spring to mind! I guess we both get paid to 
tell a good story!. We both look for flaws and reasonable doubt in peoples arguments, character and 
credibility, and do everything possible to win an argument. The difference is a lawyer is supposed to 
do that, and singers just do it for fun! 

I have stood on this stage you have just passed over, on numerous occasions. I can honestly say,  
that the proudest moment I experienced here, along with speaking to you today, was when I too 
walked across it to receive my degree, my parents in attendance as they are today. If I may, I would 
like to take this opportunity to congratulate your parents, family and supporters, on the 
considerable contributions they played in your journey here. 



If graduation were like writing a song, you have just finished the first verse and chorus. It is a 
potentially grammy award winning, multi-platinum selling, bona fide hit song, with a great melody 
and unforgettable tune, bringing great enjoyment and satisfaction. 

Now comes the tough part. 

Verse 2 

The greatest thing about your future, as in a new song, is there are no boundaries to its possibilities, 
no limits to its potential, no pre-determined outcomes. Just listen to your instincts and trust them. 
Your time at the University of Otago has given you indispensable tools with which to write your own 
melodies. Each melody is unique, and each song tells a different story. 

Your degree, consciously or subconsciously, has given you many attributes: work ethic, commitment, 
purpose, understanding and achievement. As you look around at your fellow graduates and 
professors here behind me, you realise it has also given you life-long friendships, a sense of pride 
and belonging, from an institution that truly wants you to succeed. As you continue your own 
journey, you will realise more and more just what the University of Otago has nurtured in you. 

Our time at the University of Otago teaches us that we are all unique. Having our own identity and 
opinion is having a voice, whether it is speaking, healing, teaching or singing. 

You are not just graduating with what you've learnt. You are also graduating with who you have 
become: Men and Women, Women and Men who have set goals and achieved them. Descending on 
the hallowed halls and campuses as “freshers” from around the country and around the world. A 
journey of self-discovery awaited you, surrounded by different cultural, religious, social and political 
beliefs. In many parts of the world, this opportunity is just a dream. 

Now, here you stand, young minds with imagination, experience and the most powerful of 
attributes, knowledge.  

It is my great privilege to join the University of Otago, its alumni, the city of Dunedin and all here 
present, in congratulating each and every one of you on your achievements. Wherever you go and 
whatever you do, you have left your song for others to hear and be inspired by. 

 


