
Meeting up in Dunedin after 22 years! 
Twenty two years ago in 1985 Greg Hughson, Otago University Chaplain visited Samoa and Tonga as 
part of his training for ordination as a Methodist Minister. In Tonga he stayed for three nights in the 
village of Malapo where the minister at the time was Rev Siaosi Tapa’atoutai Palu.  

 
Greg Hughson in Tonga 1985 

Greg was very grateful to Siaosi and his family for the love and care they offered him and his two 
colleagues. During his stay Greg took a photo of Siaosi and his daughter Akanesi who was five years 
old at the time.  

 
Akanesi & Siaosi in Tonga 1985 

Earlier this year Greg was invited to meet with the new group of NZAid students as part of their 
orientation programme. This group included Akanesi Palu who is currently studying a Masters in 
Entrepreneurship! 



It was a few weeks later after meeting with Akanesi in the Upper Room Chaplaincy offices that Greg 
realised that they had met before, 22 years ago in Tonga. It is indeed a small world! Greg has been 
able to give Akanesi copies of the photos he took of her as a child. 

Akanesi tells of how she felt after discovering that Greg had met her as a child: 

“I was very pleased and felt blessed to know that Greg was in Tonga with us in the last 22 years. I 
called my parents to tell them the news and they were surprised and filled with joy to hear about it. 
My dad said, “I am glad that the Lord has placed you in a place where he is providing his own 
people to look after you, and Greg is one of them!” I was very impressed to see myself when I was 5 
years old! Since then, Greg is more like my own father to me and I always love to go and ask him to 
pray for me. I cannot wait to welcome Greg and his family to my home in Tonga one day!” 

Rev Siaosi Palu has also received copies of the photos and has invited the Hughson family to visit 
Tonga and stay with his family sometime soon.  
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