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DEADLINES, COMPUTING AND DISSERTATION INFO

Deadlines

Many problems in presenting a dissertation result from a hurried finish.  In addition, 
there is a penalty of 2% per day overdue, so careful planning of the time frame for your 
project is important. The timeline for dissertation progress is given below.  Missing any 
of these deadlines should cause you concern. Note carefully that the final submission 
deadline is NOT at the end of second semester.

Choose a supervisor and topic                                                          29 February
Set up apparatus and find subjects    29 April
Complete data collection     10 June
Complete data analysis     12 July
Hand first draft to supervisor      1 August

Submit two soft bound copies and one electronic copy to         21 September
Cara Duffy’s office by 3.00 pm
(2% penalty per day or part of day after 3.00 pm, 21 September) 

Proof-read and poster material submitted     20 October

Dissertation examination (Poster Session)     9 November
       (may be subject to change)

Dissertation Submission

TWO copies of your dissertation, should be handed in by the deadline to Cara Duffy, 
Room 411, Level 4, William James Building. An electronic copy should also be emailed, 
by the deadline to cduffy@psy.otago.ac.nz. Use the following as a subject heading:
Dissertation 2016_surname,_given name_ID number.

To be fair to all students, the submission deadlines are adhered to strictly.  Remember 
that there are heavy demands on computing facilities in the last few days.  

COMPUTER FAILURE OR TEMPORARY UNAVAILABILITY ARE NOT 
ACCEPTABLE REASONS FOR HAVING ANY PENALTIES WAIVED
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Allow yourself plenty of time to finish.  If you are unable to meet the final deadline you 
should consult the 400-level Coordinator as soon as possible. However, no extensions 
can be approved before dissertation submission. Applications to have a late penalty 
waived must be submitted in writing and will be considered at the end-of-year 
examiners’ meeting.

Weighting of the Dissertation

The PSYC 490 dissertation is worth 40 points, that is, it has the same value as two other 
PSYC 400 papers.

Computing

You are strongly advised to use a PC or Mac word processor for dissertation production.  
You will get a Psychology login account and printing allocation for Psychology related 
work. Students have access to computers in the Goddard Building, Level 1, using your 
swipe card to access the 400-level rooms. These rooms are available for casual study 
when not in use for scheduled classes/labs. A laser printer is available in the hallway 
adjacent to these rooms.

If you need building or network access please visit the following website:
http://web.psy.otago.ac.nz/psyregistration   

Dissertation Information

Dissertation Examination

The examination of the dissertation normally involves an external examiner from 
another university, an internal examiner from this Department, and your supervisor.  
As part of the examination process, you have an oral examination. The oral allows the 
examiners to discuss the dissertation with you before a final mark is determined and 
gives you the chance to talk about the project with people who are familiar with it. For 
the last few years, the oral examination has been incorporated in a Poster Session.  The 
external examiner may recommend small increases (typically a few percent) in marks 
for those students who perform well at the poster session. No marks will be decreased. 
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Poster Session

At the Poster Session, you will be asked to provide a brief summary of your dissertation 
research, which will be formatted into a poster. You are required to attend for the full 
duration of the Poster Session. This is an open session where staff and many other 
students attend. Light refreshments will be provided. Although part of your examination, 
this is also intended to be an informal celebration of the impressive journey you have 
undertaken from undergraduate study to graduate completion, so please, enjoy.

As part of the examination process, the Discussion section of your dissertation must be 
your independent work. Your supervisor will neither read nor correct your Discussion 
prior to submission. You must not ask other senior students (Master’s or PhD) in your 
lab to read or correct the Discussion section.
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GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR PROjECTS

STEP ONE:   Pick a topic

Pick a topic in an area that can be supervised by a member of staff.  Staff members 
have listed topics suitable for PSYC 490 later in this Manual. You should discuss possible 
projects with proposed supervisors as soon as possible, and preferably in the weeks 
preceding enrolment. Staff members supervise only one or two project students, 
so be prepared to be flexible in your choice of topic and supervisor. An important 
consideration in choosing a topic is practicality: The project must be suitable for 
completion in the time available and use resources that are easily available.

Plan to meet with your supervisor about once a week. Most supervisors will request 
a preliminary proposal to make sure you are on the right track and that your ideas are 
practical.

STEP TWO:  Plan the Project

Overview

An empirical research project involves reviewing the literature, forming hypotheses, 
designing the research, preparing instruments (e.g., apparatus, questionnaires), 
obtaining suitable participants, collecting and analysing data, and writing a report.

AUTONOMY on your part will be valued, but discuss your ideas with your supervisor 
before putting them into practice. ORIGINALITY is also important.  If you are replicating 
an earlier study, include new elements in your project that will demonstrate to the 
examiners your capacity for original work.

Ethics

All students undertaking an empirical project must complete an Ethics proposal form 
which requests approval from either the University of Otago Human Ethics Committee 
or the University of Otago Animal Ethics Committee. Students and supervisors should be 
aware that the UO committee may take some time to consider some projects and may 
deny approval, so you should plan accordingly. All applications require HoD approval 
and so allow plenty of time for this to be done prior to the University meetings. 

Dates for the UO committee meetings can be found on the webpages listed on the following 
page.
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Human Ethics Committee
http://www.otago.ac.nz/council/committees/committees/HumanEthicsCommittees.html

Animal Ethics Committee
http://www.otago.ac.nz/council/committees/committees/otago000865.html

In-depth information about the different types of ethical approval required is 
provided on the above web pages. Please read through these carefully.

Category A vs Category B Applications

The University of Otago Human Ethics Committee has two categories of application; 
Category A and Category B. Category A applications are considered and approved by 
the Committee; whereas Category B Reporting Sheets are audited by the Committee 
after having been approved by the Head of Department on the Committee’s behalf. 
The Human Ethics Committee has delegated authority to Heads of Department 
to approve low risk research involving human participants who are NOT recruited 
in their capacity as patients. Research falling under Category B is considered to be 
approved once the relevant Head of Department has signed it. However, the Category 
B form should be sent to the Human Ethics Committee immediately after the Head 
of Department approves it and before research commences. You are welcome 
to scan in the fully signed and approved application and send this to us by email.

A proposal can only be classified as Category B if NONE of the following is involved:

• Personal information - any information about an individual who may be identifiable 
from the data once it has been recorded in some lasting and usable format, or from 
any completed research (Note: this does not include information such as names, 
addresses, telephone numbers, or other contact details needed for a limited time 
for practical purposes but which is unlinked to research data and destroyed once 
the details are no longer needed).*See note below.

• The taking or handling of any form of tissue or fluid sample from humans or 
cadavers (refer to University of Otago Human Ethics Committee [Health]).

• Any form of physical or psychological stress.
• Situations which might place the safety of either participants or researchers at any 

risk.
• The administration or restriction of food, fluid or a drug to a participant.
• A potential conflict between the applicant’s activities as a researcher, clinician or 

teacher and their interests as a professional or private individual
• The participation of minors (children and young people).
• The participation of any other vulnerable individuals, in particular patients (refer 

to UOHEC [Health]).
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• Any form of deception which might threaten an individual’s emotional or 
psychological well-being

• The research is being undertaken overseas by students.

If your research involves patient information, for example an audit of patient data, 
and/or access to any health information/data obtained from the Ministry of Health, 
District Health Boards, or Pharmac etc, please refer to the University of Otago Human 
Ethics Committee (Health) Departmental Conditional Approval of Projects (Low Risk 
Studies or Audits).

*Exception: Please note that Category B applications can be used where you are 
interviewing a public figure(s) about their work/profession (e.g. a writer, artist, 
musician, politician, government official). Public figures can expect to be interviewed 
and quoted about their professional practice, so this is considered minimal risk. 

However the public figure needs to be offered the opportunity to give informed 
consent to be interviewed, named and quoted.

NO PROjECT MAY COMMENCE BEFORE ETHICAL APPROVAL HAS BEEN RECEIVED.

Literature Review

A literature review will normally be necessary before detailed planning can begin.

Your supervisor should be able to provide you both with references and with advice 
on how to proceed. Sources such as Psychological	Abstracts and Index Medicus, which 
are available via the library website, can provide you with relevant references. The ISI 
Source	and	Citations	Index and the Social	Science	Citations	Index are particularly useful 
for obtaining recent papers that cite critical papers that you have already located.

Make sure, when you are collecting materials, to record the full reference of the 
item (authors with initials, title, journal, volume, pages, editors and publishers if it 
is in a book).  You should make a reasonable effort to find and read all the important 
references. Use secondary citation (i.e., citing something after reading about it in 
another articles) only when the original is not available in New Zealand or is in a foreign 
language. Secondary citations should be cited in your dissertation as, for examples, 
Bloggs (1966, cited in Boring & Review, 1985).
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STEP THREE:  Collect and Analyse the Data

The statistical methods to be used and the computer facilities required should be 
decided BEFORE a project is started. You should make sure that your data can be 
analysed with the available facilities. It is particularly important to note that minor 
modifications in experimental design can often permit the use of more powerful 
statistics.

Collect your data as early in the year as possible. Consult with your supervisor on how 
best to access participants and to obtain the highest possible response rate.

When analysing your data, focus initially on those statistical tests that you have planned 
in advance for evaluating your hypotheses.  After you have completed this primary 
analysis, carry out secondary analysis to probe more deeply into the significance of 
your results.
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WRITING

Examiners like short, well-organised theses, in which the results and their wider 
significance are clearly spelled out. Your dissertation should be a clear and succinct 
exposition of why you did your project, how you did it, what you found, and what the 
results mean.  

Most students underestimate the time required for drafting and revising the 
dissertation. Remember, your supervisor will not read or comment upon the draft 
of your discussion. You should allow two months for writing up. Bear in mind that the 
examiners will mark your work primarily on the basis of what you have written.  A poorly 
organised, hastily written dissertation that misreports or reports data incoherently will 
be given a low mark. Presentation format should closely follow APA style (see the APA 
Publication	Manual, a copy of which is held in the main office).

(a)  Length

Aim for no more than about 30 pages of main text. The maximum allowable is 35 
pages. Do not exceed this limit without first discussing it with the Coordinator of 
400-level studies. 

Excessive length almost always means you have failed to use appropriate data 
reduction techniques. Calculations, examples of questionnaires, complete ANOVA 
tables, and other items that need not be read, but could be referred to, should 
be put in the Appendices. Summary descriptive statistics (means and SDs) should 
appear either in the main text, or in an appendix.

(b)  Format of thesis

1. Use A4 paper, double spaced, with a least 3 cm margin all around. For each of the 
following sections, start a new page.

2. Cover page:  This contains the title of dissertation in capitals, the name of author, 
and a statement such as: A thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the degree of… 
at the University of Otago, 2016.

3. Acknowledgements (page ii): Acknowledge and thank anyone who has supplied 
you with data, advice, or help.

4. Abstract (page iii): Summarise your project’s aims, method, and findings as 
concisely and clearly as possible. A good abstract should not exceed 300 words.
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5. Table of Contents (page iv): This should refer to sections or subsections of your 
dissertation by page number. Pages covering the information in points 2 to 5 above 
are known as front matter and are numbered in small Roman numerals (i, ii, etc).  
The pages of the main text are numbered with Arabic numerals, beginning with 1.

6. Introduction: This section provides enough background material to understand 
why you started your particular project. Discuss only relevant references; a very 
large number of references will usually only be necessary if the area is particularly 
controversial.

7. Method: This section should provide enough precise detail to enable any other 
researcher to replicate your project exactly. Divide the section into subheadings 
such as Participants,	 Design,	Measures,	 Apparatus, and Procedure. Include the 
kind of statistical analysis you intend to use and, if necessary, justify the use of the 
particular method.

8. Results:  In this section, you should report your results together with descriptive 
statistics and the results of statistical tests. Concentrate on theoretically important 
findings based on the primary and, wherever appropriate, secondary data 
analyses. Try and arrange the results in an order that will make your conclusions 
easy to comprehend. Minor points of detail or interpretation can be discussed in 
this section.  Include figures, tables, and their captions near the text to which they 
refer.

9. Discussion: In this section you should discuss your interpretation of the results 
and state clearly your conclusions about the main findings of your study. Integrate 
your findings with the literature cited in the Introduction and state the wider 
implications of your findings.

10. References: All materials cited in the text should be referenced in alphabetical 
order by author and date. For the formats of different types of references, consult 
the APA	Publication	Manual.

11. Appendices: These should be identified by capital letters. Each should contain only 
one class of item. Items that can be placed in Appendices include:  Samples of 
questionnaires used; complete ANOVA tables and tables of results from which 
individual items in the text have been taken; mathematical derivation of unusual 
formulae used in the text; and if they are not very numerous, your raw data. The 
examiners may read the materials you put in this section, and will expect to find 
them self-explanatory. Ensure that each appendix is referred to in the main text.
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(c) Roscoe’s Rules of Good Writing

 Rule One: Good writing isn’t written, it’s rewritten.

        Rule Two: Exposition is the constant repetition of one process, namely, the making 
of a general statement and its amplification by detail.

     Rule Three: Each paragraph should consist of an opening sentence, stating the 
main point, followed by two or three amplifying sentences. Where appropriate, 
there should be a transition sentence, or phrase, to prepare the reader for the next 
subject or thought; this should add up to an average of 100 words with a standard 
deviation of 10.

	 Avoid the phrase, “A number of studies”. Be as specific as you can. Use “a few,” 
“several,” or “many” to indicate that an indeterminate number is relatively 
small, intermediate, or large. Better yet, don’t mention how many studies 
have been conducted on the subject in question; just name the investigators, 
with the year of publication in parentheses, and say what they found or 
concluded.

	 Avoid the phrase “In order to ....”. Order has nothing to do with what you are 
about to say. Just say, “To win friends and influence people...”. The same goes 
for “So as to ...”.

	 Avoid anthropomorphisms, attributions of mortality to inanimate things 
by implied motivation such as, “The aim of this review is to consider Š” or 
“This report attempts to Š” A review doesn’t aim to do anything, and a report 
doesn’t attempt to do anything; the author does.

	 Look up “effect” and “affect” in a dictionary and use them appropriately.

(d) Other presentation details

1. Submit two hardcopies of your dissertation to Cara Duffy. An electronic copy using 
the name Dissertation	2016_surname,_givenname_ID	number is also be emailed 
to cduffy@psy.otago.ac.nz. 

2. Text citations should follow APA format. That is, they should be limited to name of 
author and date:  Bloggs (1984) said…; it has been shown (Bloggs, 1984; Master 
& Slave, 1942)… In cases of ambiguity, use, Bloggs (1984a), Bloggs (1984b). For 
multiple authored papers, give full authorship on first occurrence and use et al. 
thereafter.



1716 Department of Psychology

3. Footnotes should be few and short.

4. Long quotations within the text should normally be indented, have no quotation 
marks, and be single spaced.  Short quotations should be set in inverted commas 
in the text. The citation should include the page numbers from which the quote 
was taken.

5. When referencing statistics, give all appropriate parameters.
  e.g., F(1, 24) = 5.40, p	< .05, or t(300) = 2.41, p	< .01

6. Binding of dissertations can be done cheaply by means of a clear plastic cover 
and plastic binder.  For comparison, see examples of previous dissertations in the 
Secretary of Head of Department office.

7. Useful additional help on writing up your Dissertation can be found in:

Findlay, B. (2012). How	to	write	psychology	research	reports	and	essays (6th ed.). 
French Forest, NSW: Pearson Australia.

Maher, B. A. (1978). A reader’s, writer’s, and reviewer’s guide to assessing 
research reports in clinical psychology.  Journal	of	Consulting	and	Clinical	
Psychology,	46, 835-838.

O’Shea, R. & McKenzie, W. (2013). Writing	for	psychology.	(6th ed.). Melbourne:  
Cengage.
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POSTER SESSION: PREPARING YOUR POSTER

The examination process for dissertations will involve attendance at a poster session 
where the external examiner, internal examiner, and other researchers will have the 
opportunity to talk to you about your work. Final marks are assigned after the poster 
session, which will be held on 9 November. You are required to attend.   

1.  Poster Template
A poster template (plus instructions and an example) will be emailed to you for your 
poster preparation. Please use this to make up your poster.  The template will be in the 
format of a PowerPoint slideshow, and it will have suggested headings and font sizes set 
up for you already. 

2.  Title Page: Name, Title and Photo
• Your name can appear on your poster any way you like (Jethro Gibbs, or L J Gibbs, or 

Leroy Jethro Gibbs).  
• Your Poster title should preferrably be a maximum of eight words. This does not 

need to be the title you used in the written dissertation. 

3.  Text describing your project 

The whole poster should be around 600 words maximum (1000 words won’t fit). The 
template will fall under the headings of Introduction, Method, Results and Discussion, 
but feel free to use different headings if you wish.

4.  Figures/Tables
Try to use no more than three figures or tables.  These should contain the most 
important results from your dissertation. You can include diagrams or photos if you 
want. Be careful labelling your figures/tables when copying and pasting from your 
Dissertation.

5.  Proofing
You must proof-read your poster material for spelling and grammatical errors. Also 
check that your figures/tables are showing correctly. 

Submitting and Printing
Email your completed poster material to cduffy@psy.otago.ac.nz using the subject 
heading Poster	2016_surname,_givenname_ID	number 

Cara will check the formating and print for you. In fairness to all students, no other 
corrections will be made. Your proof-read poster template is to be submitted on or 
before Thursday 20 October 2016. 
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Examples
To get an idea of what is required, there are posters from previous years on the 
noticeboard in the lounge area on the 4th floor of the William James Building.  Feel free 
to call by to have a look.  Remember that the material besides your title page has to fit 
on three A3 sheets.  
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DISSERTATION TOPICS AND SUPERVISORS

The following is a list of possible dissertation topics and supervisors for PSYC-400 
students.  Students are advised to contact supervisors who are offering projects they 
are interested in.  If you are interested in conducting a project that is not related to 
the topics below, you should consult the list of staff interests in the Course Information 
booklet or seek advice from the 400-level Coordinator.

CLIFF ABRAHAM BA(Virg) PhD(Flor) FRSNZ
Professor

William James Building, Level 4, Rm 408
Email: cabraham@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 How	a	potential	therapeutic	protein	works	to	enhance	long-term	

potentiation	in	the	hippocampus.
•	 How	glial	cells	contribute	to	regulating	long-term	potentiation	in	

the	hippocampus

BRENT ALSOP MSc PhD(Auck) 
Senior Lecturer

Leith 3
Email: balsop@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
Factors	that	determine	the	way	that	humans	and	other	animals	make	
choices.	These	factors	include	rewards,	punishments,	response	costs,	
and	time.

DAVID BILKEY BA(Hons) PhD(Otago)
Professor 
 William James Building, Level 4

Email: dbilkey@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 Biological	basis	of	memory	and	learning.
•	 Spatial	memory	and	navigation.
•	 Hippocampal	function	in	schizophrenia.
•	 Music	and	Space.
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MICHAEL COLOMBO BA(Colorado) MS PhD(Rutgers) 
Professor and Head of Department

William James Building, Level 1
Email: colombo@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 How	and	where	is	reward	information	coded	in	the	avian	brain?
•	 The	effects	of	hippocampal	damage	on	learning	and	memory	in	

birds.
•	 Neural	basis	of	learning	and	memory	in	the	avian	brain.

TAMLIN CONNER BA(Colorado) PhD(Boston College)
Senior Lecturer

Leith 5
Email: tconner@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
Well-being	and	happiness,	text-messaging	data	collection;	genetics.

LIZ FRANZ BA(Whittier) MSc PhD(Purdue) 
Professor

William James Building, Level 4
Email: lfranz@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
Planning,	attention,	and	memory	processes	of	complex	actions	in	
neurologically-normal	and	impaired	individuals,	with	a	specific	focus	on	
bimanual	skills	and	action	concepts.

jAMIN HALBERSTADT BA(Swarth) PhD(Indiana) 
Professor

William James Building, Level 3
Email: jhalbers@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 Cognitive	science	of	religion.
•	 Ambiguity	and	social	judgment.
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HARLENE HAYNE ONZM BA(Colorado) MS PhD(Rutgers) FRSNZ 
Professor

Email: hayne@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
Memory	development	in	infants	and	children,	childhood	amnesia,	the	
development	of	children’s	drawing	skills,	interviewing	children	in	clinical	
and	legal	contexts.

DIONE HEALEY BA(Hons) MSc PhD DipClinPsych(Cant)
Senior Lecturer

93 Union Street East
Email: dionehealey@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 Impairment	in	New	Zealand	children	with	ADHD.
•	 Developing	New	Zealand	norms	for	ADHD	rating	scales.

KRISTIN HILLMAN BSc PhD(North Dakota) 
Lecturer

William James Building, Level 2
Email: khillman@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics: (NOT AVAILABLE 2016)
•	 Examining	the	effects	of	stroke	on	cortical	processing	(mouse).
•	 Delineating	the	neural	mechanisms	of	effortful	goal-directed	

behaviour	(rat).
•	 Examining	exercise-mediated	alterations	in	brain	function	(rat).

jACKIE HUNTER BSc DPhil(Ulster) 
Associate Professor

Leith 2
Email: jhunter@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
Intergroup	relations,	social	identity	and	social	motives	(belonging,	
meaning,	control	and	self-esteem).
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RICHARD LINSCOTT BSc(Hons) PhD PGDipClPs(Otago) 
Senior Lecturer

William James Building, Level 5
Email: linscott@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
Questions	on	risk	factors	and	cognitive	dysfunction	associated	with	
psychotic	experiences	and	schizophrenia.

NEIL McNAUGHTON MA(Oxf) PhD(S’ton) 
Professor

William James Building, Level 2
Email: nmcn@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
My	laboratory	offers	projects	working	on	a	brain	rhythm	called	“theta”	
in	both	rats	and	people.	With	humans	we	are	interested	in	theta	in	
the	EEG	as	a	specific	marker	of	conflict	processing;	as	a	biomarker	
for	anxiety;	and	as	a	basis	for	the	Reinforcement	Sensitivity	Theory	of	
human	personality.	With	rats	we	are	assessing	detailed	contributions	of	
theta	to	the	control	of	memory	and	emotion.

•	 Improving	a	biomarker	of	anxiety	disorder	for	transfer	to	clinical	
testing.

•	 Dose	response	analysis	of	effects	of	anxiolytic	drugs	on	a	new	EEG	
biomarker	of	anxiolytic	action	(humans).

•	 Using	EEG	and	anxiolytic	drugs	to	test	the	difference	between	
unimodal	and	cross	modal	conflict	(humans).

•	 Use	of	EEG	biomarkers	to	anchor	human	personality	theory	
(humans).

•	 EEG	analysis	of	ADHD	subtypes	in	children	(humans).
•	 EEG	analysis	of	the	role	of	anxiety	in	economic	choice	(humans).
•	 Nucleus	incertus/relaxin-3	in	concurrent	anxiety	and	panic	system	

testing	(rats).
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LIANA MACHADO BA(UCLA) PhD(UCDavis) 
Senior Lecturer

William James Building, Level 4
Email: liana@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
Neuropsychology,	cognitive	functioning,	and	visual	attention.
•	 Cognitive	functioning	in	relation	to	lifestyle	choices	(e.g.,	diet	and	

exercise).
•	 Is	cognitive	functioning	sensitive	to	what	we	eat?	A	bread	

intervention	study.
•	 Is	cognitive	functioning	sensitive	to	how	we	dehydrate	and	

rehydrate?	A	dehydration/rehydration	intervention	study.
•	 What	sorts	of	stimuli	will	attract	the	attention	of	drivers?	This	

project	involves	development	of	attention	attracting	apparel	for	
cyclists,	skateboarders,	etc.

•	 Can	regular	physical	activity	aid	cognitive	performance?

jEFF MILLER BA(Ohio State) PhD(Mich) FRSNZ 
Professor

William James Building, Level 4
Email: miller@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 How	well	can	people	maintain	and	update	the	priorities	of	different	

tasks	in	multi-tasking	situations?
•	 Does	multitasking	tend	to	be	easier	with	two	related	tasks	or	with	

two	unrelated	ones?	Why?
•	 How	do	people	coordinate	interrelated	tasks?
•	 How	efficiently	can	people	switch	to	a	low	priority	task	when	they	

are	“between	jobs”	on	a	high	priority	task?

jANICE MURRAY BSc(Dal) MA PhD(Wat) 
Associate Professor

William James Building, Level 3
Email: jmur@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics: (NOT AVAILABLE 2016)
Visual	cognition,	face	and	object	recognition,	face	perception	and	aging,	
visual	attention.	
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DAVID O’HARE BA PhD(Exe)
Professor

William James Building, Level 3
Email: ohare@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
Cognitive	engineering	and	decision	making,	expertise,	skill	acquisition,	
individual	differences	in	cognitive	ability,	sports	officiating,	aviation	
psychology,	cognitive	load	and	distractibility.

RICHIE POULTON MSc PGDipClPs(Otago) PhD(NSW) FRSNZ
Professor

Dunedin Multidisciplinary Health and Development Research Unit, Logan 
Park Annexe, University Oval, 
20 Logan Park Drive 

Topics:
Developmental	psychopathology;	gene-environment	prediction	of	
complex	disorders;	and	Psychosocial	determinants	of	chronic	physical	
disease.	

ELAINE REESE BA(Trin Texas) MA PhD(Emory) 
Professor

93 Union Street
Email: ereese@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 The	effects	of	media	violence	on	aggression	and	prosocial	

behaviour.
•	 Group	belonging	and	identity	in	adolescence.
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TED RUFFMAN BA(York Can) MEd PhD(Tor)
Professor

99 Union Street East
Email: tedr@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 Exploring	mother-child	interactions	using	head	cameras	and	eye	

trackers	as	a	way	of	understanding	how	infants	learn	about	theory	
of	mind	and	the	social	world.	Both	mother	talk	and	mother	actions	
enable	children	to	predict	others’	behaviours	and	teach	them	about	
mental	states.

•	 Exploring	whether	infants	are	empathic.
•	 Exploring	changes	in	theory	of	mind	and	emotion	recognition	in	old	

age.

MARTIN SELLBOM BA(Tri State) MA(Ball State) PhD(Clinical)(Kent State)
Associate Professor

William James Building, Level 5
Email: msellbom@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 What	do	externalising	forms	of	psychopathology	have	in	common?		

We	know	that	antisocial	personality	disorder,	conduct	disorder,	
alcohol	dependence,	and	drug	dependence	co-occur	quite	
frequently.		We	also	know	that	over	80%	of	their	co-occurrence	
can	be	attributed	to	a	shared	genetic	vulnerability.		However,	we	
know	very	little	about	how	this	vulnerability	translates	into	brain	
function.		My	laboratory	will	carry	out	a	range	of	projects	that	
examine	whether	brain	rhythmicity,	evoked	potentials,	or	error-
related	negativity	(all	measured	via	EEG),	which	have	all	been	linked	
to	excessive	reward	seeking	and	impulsivity	can	be	mapped	onto	
this	common	factor.

•	 A	major	trend	in	recent	years	has	been	to	conceptualize	personality	
disorders	based	on	dimensional	personality	traits	and	associated	
impairment;	however,	we	know	very	little	about	how	these	
intersect.	At	what	point	does	personality	become	sufficiently	
“pathological”	where	is	causes	impairment	in	functioning?
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DAMIAN SCARF BSc PhD(Otago)
Lecturer

Galton House
Email: damian@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 Testing	and	comparing	the	cognitive	abilities	of	parrots,	pigeons,	

and	children.	
•	 The	development	of	mental	time	travel	in	children.
•	 The	development	of	economic	decision	making	and	delay	of	

gratification	in	children	and	adolescents.
•	 Using	behavioural	strategies	and	mindfulness	to	improve	self-

control	in	children	and	adolescents.
•	 Using	spacing	to	improve	memory	in	children	and	adolescents.

ELIZABETH SCHAUGHENCY BS(Pittsburgh) MS PhD(Georgia) 
Senior Lecturer

Leith 3
Email: schaughe@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
In	general,	my	research	considers	children’s	development	over	time,	
factors	(health,	social)	influencing	this	development,	and	how	to	use	
information	about	development	and	developmental	influences	to	
support	children’s	developmental	progress.	

Possible	projects	for	2016	are	anticipated	in	the	following	areas:	

•	 Care-giver	–	child	interactions	and	children’s	development	from	
preschool	through	the	transition	to	primary	school.	

•	 Aspects	of	children’s/young	people’s	sleep	and	their	day-time	
functioning.
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MELE TAUMOEPEAU BA(Well) BSc(Hons)(QM Edin) PhD(Otago) 
Senior Lecturer 

Leith 5
Email: mele@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
My	general	research	interest	is	in	the	language	acquisition	and	social	
understanding	of	infants	and	toddlers.		I	have	a	particular	interest	in	
conversations	about	the	mental	states	of	the	child	and	others;	how	
these	conversations	develop	over	preschool	years,	and	the	effect	these	
conversations	have	on	children’s	understanding	of	the	emotional,	
social	and	cognitive	underpinnings	of	behaviour.		I	examine	various	
cultural	and	social	factors	that	might	influence	the	nature	of	these	
conversations.	

Current	projects	include:

•	 Cross-cultural	analysis	of	social	understanding	and	theory	of	mind	in	
pre-schoolers.

•	 Empathy	and	the	development	of	self-awareness	in	toddlers.
•	 Cultural	identity	and	wellbeing	in	teenagers.

GARETH TREHARNE BSc(Hons) PhD(Birm) 
Senior Lecturer

Mellor House
Email: gtreharne@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 Providing	patient	education	for	people	with	gout.
•	 Public	perceptions	of	stigmatised	chronic	illnesses.
•	 Discrimination	experienced	by	LGBTIQ	people.
•	 Depictions	of	health	and	gender	in	art	or	the	media.
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RYAN WARD BS MS PhD (Utah State)
Lecturer

William James Building, Level 3
Email: rward@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
•	 Neurobiology	of	cognition-motivation	interactions.
•	 Assessing	temporal	perception,	cognition,	and	decision	making	in	

an	animal	model	of	schizophrenia.
•	 The	relation	between	synaptic	plasticity	and	learning.
•	 Temporal	information	processing	and	acquisition	of	learning.

RACHEL ZAjAC BSc BA(Hons) PhD PGDipClPs(Otago) 
Senior Lecturer

William James Building, Level 2
Email: rachelz@psy.otago.ac.nz

Topics:
Psychology	and	the	law,	eyewitness	testimony,	legal/investigative	
procedures	for	witnesses,	biases	in	forensic	decision-making.
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DISSERtAtIonS SuPERvISED 2013-2015

The following list is presented to provide students with an idea of the range of projects 
supervised in the past few years. These can be loaned from the Head of Department 
Secretary.

Professor Cliff Abraham
• The effect of secreted amyloid precursor protein alpha on LTD in the hippocampus.  

(Tim Hintz, 2013)  Co-supervised	with	Bruce	Mockett
• Adult-generated dentate granule cells in the rat hippocampus: Investigating the 

retirement hypothesis. (Kimberley Wake, 2013) Co-supervised	 with	 Stephanie	
Hughes

• The effect of microrna-34A and microrna-132 on arc and zif268 protein expression 
in the hippocampus. (Jonathan Munro, 2014)

• Investigation the role of adult-born hippocampal neurons in contextual memory 
retrieval. (Louise van der Salm, 2014)  Co-supervised	with	Stephanie	Hughes

Dr Brent Alsop
• The effect of feedback and consequences on human decision making in a five-

alternative choice task. (Lucy Jeffs, 2014)
• The effects reinforcement and punishment have on the behaviour of individual’s 

with varying depression severity (Scottie Anderson, 2015)

Professor David Bilkey
• Source monitoring deficits: Can they be seen in the maternal immune activation 

(MIA) model of schizophrenia? (Andrea Chin, 2014)
• Difference in theta and high gamma oscillation in delayed non-match to position 

task. (Fiona Sasse, 2015)

Professor Mike Colombo
• The differential outcomes effects in pigeon (columba livia):  What are its underlying 

mechanisms? (Marijn Kouwenhoven, 2014)
• The generation effect in pigeons (Columba livia): Hinting at problems of hints in 

the serial order task. (Jack Staniland, 2014)
• Neural correlates of memory and reward processing in the avian brain. (Catrona 

Anderson, 2015)
• Can pigeons become xxperts? (Kristy Thomas, 2015)
• Orthographic processing in pigeons. (Chris Watson, 2015)
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Professor Mike Colombo - continued
• The role of the avian hippocampus in acquisition and retention of serial-order 

tasks. (Alysha Wilson, 2015)
• Delay activity in avian neostriatum caudolaterale and entopallium: Representation 

of a sample stimulus or a reward? (Dylan Yuan, 2015)

Dr Tamlin Conner
• The role of the serotonin transporter gene polymorphism (5-HTTLPR) in affective 

instability: A study in daily life. (Kate Brookie, 2013)
• Stressful life events in a young adult population: Examining associations with 

depression, life satisfaction, and alcohol consumption. (Samantha Jones, 2013)
• The impact of intuitive eating on dietary patterns and stress in university students.  

(Claire Mitchell, 2014)
• Fruit and vegetable intake and well-being:  A relationship mediated by c-reactive 

protein? (Laura Thompson, 2014)

Professor Liz Franz
• Examining the relationship between full-body exercise intensity and hand dexterity 

in non-rheumatoid arthritis and rheumatoid arthritis individuals. (Rachel Goh, 
2014) Co-supervised	with	Gareth	Treharne

• Is hand dexterity associated with depression and anxiety?  A comparison study 
of people with rheumatoid arthritis and controls. (Phoebe Naldoza Drake, 2014) 
Co-supervised	with	Gareth	Treharne

• Event-related potentials in the gambling brain: EEG responses to varying odds of 
success. (Anna Fielding, 2015)

• EEG and response discrimination: Event-related potentials as indicators of 
increased conflict and memory. (Richard Greenbank, 2015)

• Questioning diagnostic tests of rare perceptual-cognitive disorders. (Carol Wu, 
2015)

Professor Jamin Halberstadt
• Do you see what I see? The effect of mortality salience on agency detection.  

(Sharon Cox, 2013)
• The role of religious belief in alleviating explicit and implicit death anxiety.  (Phoebe 

Poulter, 2013)
• Death-Salience moderates the effect of trauma on religiosity. (Zoe Morris Trainor, 

2015)
• Exploring imagination and anticipation using expectancy violation. (Sarah Rouse, 

2015)
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Professor Harlene Hayne
• Memory association in 2-year-olds: Can infants link two events together in the 

absence of physical stimuli? (Kate Goonan, 2013) Co-supervised	with	Julien	Gross
• “Sometimes being the sober one isn’t as enjoyable”:  Effects of alcohol on affective 

forecasting. (Catherine Ross, 2013) Co-supervised	with	Julien	Gross
• Looking preferences in infants: Do 2-year-olds prefer photos taken from their 

home or from a stranger’s house. (Michaela Hickey, 2013) Co-supervised	 with	
Julien	Gross

• Nobody “likes” me: The psychological consequences of ostracism on Facebook.  
(Jean Feary McKenzie, 2014)  Co-supervised	with	Julien	Gross

• “That made me really sad...” The effect of mood induction on children’s reports of 
emotional events (Carrie Clifford, 2015) Co-supervised	with	Julien	Gross

• A trip down memory lane: Adults’ recall of significant past events and therrole of 
speculation.  (Eilis Gallagher, 2015) Co-supervised	with	Julien	Gross

Associate Professor Jackie Hunter
• Examining the link between exclusion, perceived control, and inter-group 

discrimination: Can discrimination towards an American group re-establish a 
sense of control lost through exclusion? (Aimee Ryan, 2014)

• Intergroup evaluative bias and belonging to the in-group: A novel exclusion 
paradigm in an all-women group. (Tayla Shepherd, 2014)

Dr Richard Linscott
• The relationship of schizotypy symptoms and intra-individual variability.  (Rosemary 

Marsh, 2013)
• The relationship between older paternal age and schizotypy. (Ellen Warhurst, 

2013)
• Does maternal antipathy mediate the relationship between young maternal age 

and schizotypy development? (Chelsea Blair, 2014)
• Validation of the latent structure of schizotypy with schizophrenia risk genotypes  

(Kirstie O’Hare, 2014)
• The Association of Schizotypy and Habitual Coping Strategies to Stress Sensitivity 

in Young Adults. (Tobi Eder, 2015)
• Risk-taking and self-medication as explanations for the association between 

Schizotypy and smoking. (Michela Verwey, 2015)
• Neuroticism and Schizotypy: Assessment of overlapping associations in predicting 

stress. (Jeanie Winter, 2015)
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Dr Liana Machado
• Habitual physical activity predicts hemodynamic response to cognitive engagement 

in healthy female young adults. (Tracy Cameron, 2013)
• Assessment of a battery of neuropsychological tests for repeated use. (Amelia Lee, 

2013)
• Assessment of a Neuropsychological test battery in older adults. (Larnee Flannery, 

2014)
• Assessment of a battery of neuropsychological tests for repeated use in older 

adults. (Alice McClintock, 2014)

Professor Neil McNaughton
• Assessing corpus callosum functional health using In Vitro extracellular recordings:  

A pilot study. (Michael Yung, 2013).  Co-supervised	with	Andrew	Clarkson
• Sensitivity of goal conflict specific rhythmicity to anxiolytics in a visual stop signal 

task. (Melissa Smith, 2014)
• An event related potential analysis of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

subtypes. (Samuel van Bohemen, 2014)
• The role of Nucleus Incertus in Panic and Anxiety: The Development of a Viable 

Electrode System. (Paul Buchanan, 2015)
• Using an anticipatory response inhibition task to create goal conflict specific 

rhythmicity. (Olivia High, 2015)
• Goal conflict specific rhythmicity, trait anxiety and neuroticism: Towards clinical 

translation of an anxiety biomarker. (Julie McIntosh, 2015)
• Detecting conflict processing in a choice task. (Wayne Meighan, 2015)

Professor Jeff Miller
• Schizotypy and interhemispheric disconnection: An investigation using the redundant 

signals task. (Sid Wales, 2014)
• Effects of action sentence plausibility on motor resonance. (Simon Wallace, 2014)

Associate Janice Murray
• The effect of age on facial emotion recognition. (Nicole Campbell, 2013)
• The other-race effect in facial expression recognition using a holistic account. 

(Yin Man Chan, 2013)
• Windows to the soul: Effects of eye gaze direction on young and older adults’ 

recognition of emotions. (Lianne Atkinson, 2014)
• Does the positivity effect extend to distracting emotional stimuli during afocussed 

attention task? (Casey Scott-Campbell, 2015)
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Professor David O’Hare
• Explaining investment decision-making using a risky card task. (Shannon 

Tumataroa, 2013)
• The effectiveness of training signal detection in football with direct cues. (Darius 

Paschke, 2015)
• Distraction, perceptual load, shirt colour, and expertise in a football decision-

making task. (Ryan Sutcliffe, 2015)

Professor Richie Poulton
• Upping the pressure on hypertension: An investigation into the prevalence and 

awareness rates of hypertension in New Zealand. (Kenny Jang, 2015) Co-Supervised	
with	Sandhya	Ramrakha

Professor Elaine Reese
• Getting ready for school: Parental involvement and children’s language and 

literacy.  (Gemma Lindsay, 2013)
• Connecting the dots: Maternal reminiscing style, adolescent socioemotional 

competence and well-being.  (Emma Martin, 2013)

Professor Ted Ruffman
• Ageing-effects on emotion recognition in faces, music, and misleading advertising.  

(Rachel Butler, 2013)
• How infants’ exposure to everyday actions relate to their mental state 

understanding.  (Lisa Chen, 2014)
• “Take one”: Using head-mounted cameras to examine exposure to behavioural 

repetition in early childhood. (Kate Edgar, 2014)
• Assessing infant mental understanding development using language and action 

exposure recorded by a head-mounted camera. (Ben Lorimer, 2015)

Dr Damian Scarf
• Investigating intelligent behaviour:  Empathy and the delay of gratification choice 

paradigm in 5-year-olds. (Lisa Labuschagne, 2013)
• Sticking it out: A virtual measure of delay of gratification in preschool children. 

(Taylor-Jane Cox, 2015)
• Four out of five ain’t bad: Consistency of results and helper’s behaviour in children’s 

social evaluations. (Ashley Hinten, 2015)
• We’re all in this together: Increasing and maintaining youth resilience levels 

through group belonging and adventure education. (Kate McGaw, 2015)
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Dr Libby Schaughency
• Talking the talk: The relationship between parental self-efficacy and parent child 

reminiscing. (Amanda Clifford, 2014)
• Between the pages: An exploration of the relationship between child and parent 

reading behaviours. (Katie Graham, 2014)

Dr Mele Taumoepeau
• Socialisation in the Pasifika context:  The relation between parent-child interactions 

and child behaviours. (Fia Manatu Ofa Mei, 2014)
• Infant social world development: An exploration of linguistic and behavioural 

input. (Sarah Vanier, 2015)

Dr Gareth Treharne
• Examining the relationship between full-body exercise intensity and hand dexterity 

in non-rheumatoid arthritis and rheumatoid arthritis individuals. (Rachel Goh, 
2014)  Co-supervised	with	Liz	Franz

• Is hand dexterity associated with depression and anxiety? A comparison study 
of people with rheumatoid arthritis and controls. (Phoebe Naldoza Drake, 2014)  
Co-supervised	with	Liz	Franz

Dr Ryan Ward
• Temporal dysfunction in the maternal immune activation (MIA) rat model of 

schizophrenia. (Ashley Deane, 2015)
• The neural communication of value for decision making in rats. (Robert Graham, 

2015)
• When less is more: The impact of mOFC activation on reinforcement learning. 

(Sam Hall-McMaster, 2015)

Dr Rachel Zajac
• Reading the fine print: Does emotion directly influence fingerprint decisions? (Ella 

Barrett, 2013)
• What is in the match? Isolating contextual bias in fingerprint analysis. (Regina 

Hegemann, 2013)
• Preparing for the worst: Can we help vulnerable children to maintain accuracy 

during cross-examination? (Danielle O’Brien, 2013)
• “But Mum, that’s a lie!” The effect of cross-examination on the reports of children 

coached to lie by a parent.  (Jacob Ingram, 2014)
• Law and Order: The effect of evidence chronology on forensic decision-making.  

(Andrew Mills, 2014)


