
 
 

 

 

Notes for Doctor of Clinical Dentistry Thesis Examiners 
 
 

The Doctor of Clinical Dentistry (DClinDent) at the University of Otago is a taught doctorate. 

DClinDent candidates integrate research with taught postgraduate work in a full-time three-year 

discipline-specific programme. The DClinDent degree is awarded on the basis of submission of a thesis 

and the completion of course work including clinical research and clinical practice. 

 

 

The research project, that is presented as a thesis, should be an original study of a topic with clinical 

relevance within the professional training programme in a discipline in dentistry.  Research contributes 

50% to the DClinDent degree, however the research project contribution is less than 50% as other 

research is devoted to the clinical aspect of the degree. Therefore a DClinDent thesis cannot be compared 

to a PhD thesis as the work it represents is less than 18 month’s work spread over approximately 2.5 

years (students commence research in March of year 1 and submit their thesis in August of year 3). 

 

The thesis should give evidence of the candidate’s ability to carry out research, that the candidate has 

shown originality and independence, and that the candidate has made a significant contribution to 

knowledge in the particular research field. It is expected that some of the work in the thesis would be 

worthy of publication. Although the maximum length of the thesis is 100,000 words an average 

DClinDent thesis would be considerably shorter consisting of ~30,000 words (not including Figures 

Tables and bibliography) or approximately 140 pages (1.5 line spacing, including bibliography). 

Students are recommended to follow the guidelines in the University of Otago PhD Handbook for 

formatting the thesis.  

 

Three examiners are normally involved in the examination of the thesis – an internal and two external 

examiners.  A convener, not associated with the thesis discipline, is appointed by the Postgraduate 

Studies Committee to oversee and facilitate the thesis and clinical examinations. 

 

The University of Otago Doctoral and Scholarship Office contacts examiners, sends out theses and 

manages the examination process.  Examiners should write a thesis assessment report and return it to 

the Doctoral and Scholarship Office within the timeframe allowed.  Typically the report consists of 2-6 

pages of comment and a recommendation for the outcome of the examination.  Following receipt of all 

three thesis assessment reports, the convener will facilitate a consensus of the examiners, arrange an 

oral examination if required, and report the result of the examination to the Doctoral and Scholarship 

Office. 

 

 

For more information about the DClinDent degree or the examination process please contact the Faculty 

of Dentistry via email at dentistry@otago.ac.nz 
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