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The ability to see, understand, and communicate ideas and 
perspectives is an essential skill for the twenty-first century. 
The Department of Media, Film and Communication 
addresses this need by offering students the chance to 
develop their critical abilities within a multidisciplinary 
environment. By studying in the Department, our students 
acquire the theoretical knowledge and practical skills that 
allow them to engage with and renegotiate the complex 
media relations that characterise our world. Underpinning 
our degrees and papers are a set of key core skills, including 
the ability to communicate an argument and understand 
complex issues, that can be applied to many career options. 

‘ When trying to tell stories in a visual medium I often look to some  
 of the critical analysis conducted during my undergraduate degree for  
 guidance. I also feel that so many people working in the t.v./  
 film industry could benefit from the type of theoretical study that I  
 have been fortunate enough to obtain.’ 

Mark Orton BA(FIME,COMS) 

Post Producer, NHNZ

YOUR PLACE IN THE WORLD
See the world through different eyes



Why Study Media, Film and 
Communication at Otago?
We consult with and listen to our students, 
to our industry and community stakeholders,  
and to our colleagues in the discipline world-
wide. As a result, the programmes that we 
offer are focused, relevant and cutting-edge. 
It is our intention to stay in the forefront of 
academic development and employer needs 
and to provide all of our students with an 
exciting academic experience, good skills and 
clear career prospects. 

The Department also supports a strong 
and growing research school, with students 
at all levels working on research topics in 
a broad range of areas, including screen 
studies, cyberculture, policy, games studies, 
postcolonial media, and much more. 
Undergraduate students who are aiming for 
postgraduate study may choose to enroll 
in the BA(Honours) programme to take 
advantage of a more focused programme 
tailored to students looking to future study.

Our Major Subjects
The Department offers degrees in 
–  Communication Studies and Film 
and Media Studies.  The flexible degree 
pathways offered by the Department 
mean that students can tailor their studies 
to pursue their specific interests and goals. 
The breadth of topics that can be studied 
in the Department, along with the key 
competencies developed, mean that one or 
more of our degrees can also be combined 
with other degree areas to form a double-
major programme of study.

Communication Studies
Communication Studies probes the role of 
media in our personal lives and our social 
worlds. It addresses many fundamental 
questions about the ways we use media, and 
explores all of the significant implications 
for communications technologies and 
practices. By providing an overview of the 
everyday activities of the social institutions 
and technologies that comprise modern 
communication, it examines the historical 
emergence and contemporary facets of 
communication, from the origins of language 
through to text messaging.

Film and Media Studies
Film and Media Studies involves the analysis 
of film, television, and other media such as 
the internet. It begins with a foundation for 
the analysis of film and media texts and 
the basic terminology of film and television 
criticism, together with an introduction to 
the history of media studies and the major 
issues (political, aesthetic, and ideological) 
that define the discipline. Later papers cover 
an historical survey of film and television; 
contemporary issues in the media; film 
genres; New Zealand film; culture, politics 
and the global media; national cinemas; 
television studies; and digital culture.

EllEN PUllAR 
BA (Hons) (Film & Media Studies and Art 
History). MA (Film & Media Studies)

I took Media, Film and Communication because 
I’ve always been a bit of a film geek so was 
excited to be able to watch a variety of 
different types of films and to learn more about 
how films are put together. Also, the subject 
meshes well with a lot of other subjects so I 
was able to do a double major with Art History.

It was really enjoyable because I got to travel 
while also getting an education. During my 
undergrad degree I went on an exchange to 
UC Berkeley in California (and even got to visit 
Hollywood!). During my Masters I went back 
to Los Angeles to do research at film archives 
and later went to London for a conference on 
the representation of European figures in film. I 
am now working on my PhD in Media, Film and 
Communication and am in Paris on exchange.

At Otago I have made friends from all over the 
country and the world and have come across 
lots of new ideas and opinions. The staff in the 
department are all passionate about their areas 
of study and are keen to share their enthusiasm 
with students. I also have a very supportive 
supervisor whose advice is always helpful.

My degree has taught me skills like analysis and 
making a good argument which are valuable in 
any job. Also, my undergrad degree prepared 
me for postgraduate study because studying a 
wide range of film-related topics helped me to 
choose the topics that I was most interested in 
pursuing for my postgraduate degrees.

profile

For questions about Media, Film and  
Communication
Tel 0800 80 80 98
Email university@otago.ac.nz

www.otago.ac.nz/mfco
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See the world through different eyes

Career Opportunities
Our graduates work in a variety of fields, 
including media production, journalism, 
education, advertising, administration, archival 
and curatorial work, media policy analysis, 
public relations, tourism, and some pursue 
postgraduate studies.

After your studies
We are facing a future that will be changing 
rapidly, and where the media will be playing a 
central role in how we understand and navigate 
this new society. The skills and competencies 
developed across the two degrees offered by 
the Department – the ability to think critically, 
communicate in a range of different ways, 
appreciate diversity, and respond in creative 
and effective ways – will be in strong demand. 
The multidisciplinary focus of study within the 
Department of Media, Film and Communication 
transforms our students into citizens capable of 
adapting and contributing to an ever-changing 
world.

Teaching style
Our courses encourage students to reflect 
critically and systematically on a broad range 
of communication practices, media, genres and 
organisations. Formal lectures are combined 
with small-group tutorials and group-work 
activities. Tutorials are an essential part of 
your learning process. Participation in tutorials 
helps the development of oral skills as well as 
the skills required to work with others in a 
small group within a cooperative system. Most 
professional occupations require the kind of 
verbal and communication skills required for 
tutorial participation.

Background required
No prior background is required. Students 
should possess good communication skills 
(writing, speaking, listening) and strong interests 
in communication practices, media, genres and 
information technology.

Generic Skills
In addition to the specialist skills gained, our 
programmes enable you to develop general 
personal and professional skills that are highly 
valued by employers. They are the kinds of skills 
that are applicable in many career contexts and 
in many aspects of your life:

•	 Clear	and	effective	written	expression
•	 Verbal	reasoning	and	clear	and	effective	

speaking skills
•	 Team	working
•	 Research	skills
•	 The	ability	to	analyse	and	participate	 

in debate
•	 Appreciation	of	diverse	points	of	view
•	 The	ability	to	think	broadly,	critically	and	

creatively advertising, diagnostic imaging, 
fashion, and cityscapes, and to analyse ‘vision’ 
as a social and cultural process. It examines 
the technologies that produce, circulate, and 
receive images, and explores theories of 
seeing.


