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The Buddha’s Light International Association  

South Island New Zealand Scholarship  
 

Established in 2016 by the University of Otago Council from donations by Fo Guang Shan Buddhist Temple 

Christchurch and the Buddha’s Light International Association (BLIA), an affiliate of Fo Guang Shan Buddhist 

Order, founded by Venerable Master Hsing Yun in 1967. The scholarship was created to promote the values 

of Humanistic Buddhism through cultural development, education, and charity and Buddhist practice and 

recognises students who show acts of compassion and service to others. 

 

Eligibility 

Applicants must: 

1. Be enrolled at the University of Otago for the year the scholarship is awarded; 

2. Be of good character and behaviour that would maintain good character and moral standing 

commensurate with the principles of the Buddha’s Light International Association, such as abstaining 

from consumption of drugs or alcohol. 

3. Have undertaken volunteer work in New Zealand in the year of applying for the scholarship.  

4. Be 25 years or younger in the year of the award. 

 

Application Process 

Every application for the scholarship must be submitted to the University of Otago Scholarships Office by 

closing date of the award.   

 

Every applicant must submit:  

1. A covering letter.  

2. A completed application form confirming personal contact details and consenting to the University 

of Otago accessing the applicant’s academic transcript.  

3. An essay (no more than 500 words) describing why they are eligible for this award which is an 

autobiography or self-reflection of their volunteer work in New Zealand, including a brief 

description of what their work entailed and the length of their involvement. The essay must also 

specify what other scholarships and financial support they have applied for or have been offered and 

what they intend to do with the scholarship money. 

4. Curriculum vitae. 

5. Two character references/support letters from teachers, community leaders, and/or 

volunteer/charitable organisation or similar. 

 

Selection Process 

The selection panel comprises of two representatives of the Buddha’s Light International Association, and 

representatives from the University of Otago, including the Director of Development and Alumni Relations, 

the Co-ordinator of the University Volunteer Centre, the Head of the Department of Theology and Religion 

and the Dean, Graduate Research School (or their nominees). 

 

The following factors shall be considered in selecting the scholarship: 

 Applicant’s contribution to society, community involvement, volunteer work in New Zealand and their 

ability to help others. 

 Applicant’s good character – free of drugs, alcohol and convictions.  

 Applicant’s academic progress. 
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Financial 

 The scholarship is valued at $3,000 and is awarded to up to two candidates a year. 

 The value of the scholarship may be reviewed from time to time. 

 

Tenure 

 The scholarship can be held by either domestic or international students enrolled at the University of 

Otago for the full year the scholarship is awarded, either in full-time or part-time study. 

 The scholarship must be taken up in the year it is awarded. 

 The scholarship may be held for one year only. 

 The scholarship may be held concurrently with any other scholarships and awards subject to the 

approval of the Dean, Graduate Research School (or their nominees), although preference will be 

given to those who do not hold any other awards/scholarships. 

 

Publicity 

The University of Otago and the Buddha’s Light International Association reserve the right to use the names, 

photographs and details of successful applicants for the purposes of advertising and publicity. The 

scholarship holders must agree to be reasonably available to participate in interviews and promotional 

activities if requested by the University of Otago or the Association. 


