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10PhD orals completed

22 travel grants awarded
for student travel to 13 countries

On a recent conference trip, Monika Sharma attended 3 conferences in Austria 
and the USA. She won 2 prizes for Best Oral Presentation by a student, and 1 Best 
Student Poster award. Monika says “Attending various prestigious conferences was 
extremely valuable for garnering feedback from experts in the field and to foster 
my presentation and networking skills. These conferences have also helped me in 
securing a  postdoc position in the USA.”

in 2016 we have

103 postgraduate students:

184th year, 37 MSc thesis, 48 PhD

PhD graduates have gone to post-doctoral fellowships in  6  countries, a 
lectureship in Thailand, and have taken positions in New Zealand in Dairy Product 
Development and as an EPA Advisor. Recent PhD graduate Manda Safavi says 
““Completing my PhD in the Department of Biochemistry was not only about 
good research. Parallel to honing my research skills, both my ability and passion for 
communicating science  developed and bloomed. This combination opened a wide 
range of career opportunities for me, which led me to a position as Advisor with the 
Environmental Protection Authority.””

including 3 awarded “Exceptional Thesis” status

The Department of Biochemistry is host to a vibrant community of postgraduate 
students in the disciplines of Genetics, Plant Biotechnology, Biomedical Science, and 
of course Biochemistry. Our students  come from a wide variety of backgrounds - we 
have students whose undergraduate study was undertaken at Otago, at other New 
Zealand universities, and at universities all over the world. Our students say their 
study here is intellectually stimulating, and that they are given outstanding support. 
In the 2015 Otago graduate survey, students placed the Department of Biochemistry 
highest in developing their problem-solving, communication, and analytical skills.



4th year dinner
The fourth year dinner is an eagerly anticipated annual tradition, organised by the fourth year 
students themselves, and held this year on the 15th September.  Hannah Sunde  says “Julian required 
upwards of 4 reminder emails to be sent to the staff. Well, maybe we didn’t send quite that many, 

we didn’t want to nag. The night began with 12 students, 2 supervisors and a very eerie bar down an alleyway. After 
a couple of drinks and about half an hour’s banter we headed up to Etrusco at the Savoy. Julian arrived 25 minutes 
late, clearly having ignored his own reminders. The students and staff had a great time chatting, laughing and getting 
to know each other better over 5 courses of delicious food (the pasta being the best), multiple glasses of wine and 3 
games of musical chairs.”     

3 MSc scholarships awarded
1 from the University of Otago and 2 Departmental

PhD students have historically been awarded scholarships to cover fees and living expenses during three years of study, 
while MSc students have been reliant upon student loans and grants. Largely a response to the recent student loan 
eligibility cutbacks, our new departmental MSc scholarships provide a stipend of $5000 per year, and cover the cost of 
fees for the thesis-only second year of study. Inaugural recipient Ben Morgan says “An MSc scholarship has taken the 
pressure off me financially. This has allowed me to focus more intently on postgraduate biochemistry study, without 
having to spend time supporting myself through other means.”

2-weekly postgraduate colloquia

6brewers from 3 departments
have entered 9 brews in our annual brewing competition

Our department has a strong tradition in the area of yeast metabolic research, and it is an excellent basis for 
interdepartmental collegiality. The annual brewing competition is organised by the postgraduate students, who also 
organise 12 Friday evening Happy Hours each year as well as an annual end-of-year quiz evening.  Dinners with friends 
are a regular occurence, and friendships made during postgraduate study tend to last - they have even been known to 
culminate in marriage!!

… provide an opportunity for students to build collaborative 
networks with their peers. Weekly Journal Club meetings 
feature one postgraduate student and one staff member 
presenting and critiquing recent publications. Students have 

presented at the Postgraduate Symposium held in conjunction with the University 
of Queensland and several have submitted entries to of the Otago Medical School 
Research Society’s Student Prize for Writing . We are keeping our fingers crossed 
for the results, which are due out very soon. We have a tradition of doing well in 
this competition.
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