
‘Urchin’ problem with an acid 
ocean?

How	does	ocean	acidification	
impact	sea	urchins?

• What is the effect of ocean acidification on NZ 
sea urchin quality?

• Sea urchins at high risk due to physiological 
and physical parameters

• Using a spectrometer, we can analyze changes 
in sea urchin biochemistry from changes in pH

• Also known as ‘kina’, it has been consumed by 
the local Maori before Europeans arrived in NZ!
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