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ALL WELCOME! 

National entered government believing New Zealand’s growing housing ownership 
and affordability crisis was primarily a problem of insufficient supply. It introduced 
numerous policies to increase housing supply and affordability, but by the end of its 
tenure the housing crisis had worsened rather than improved. What went wrong?   

 

 

 

Dr Ben Schrader is a Wellington public 
historian with expertise in urban, housing and 
built heritage history. He is currently a team 
member of the Marsden-funded eviction 
project based in the Department of Public 
Health, University of Otago, Wellington. 
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