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Professor David Tombs
University of Otago, presents:

Acknowledging Jesus
as Victim of Sexual
Abuse

Feminist and womanist theologians have questioned
traditional Christian models of atonement that appear to
render God complicit in the extreme violence of the cross,
likening Jesus’ crucifixion to a form of ‘divine child abuse’.

towards the acceptance of sexual violence and abuse.

Professor Tomb’s presentation will link the critiques of
atonement to recent research on crucifixion, which re-reads
the historical and scriptural evidence on Roman crucifixions to suggest that sexual humiliation
and sexual violence were prominent features in this event.

This will lead to discussion on the theological and ethical relevance of such an understanding of
crucifixion, including its significance in light of recent sexual abuse scandals within the church.

David Tombs is Howard Paterson Professor of Theology and Public Issues, and Director of the
Centre for Theology and Public Issues at the University of Otago.
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