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The Assessment Arms Race and its Fallout:
The Case for Slow Scholarship

easurement

measurable degee
(4]
res‘.,‘,floﬁﬁong goals £ rubncs'!::ﬁsﬁ"’,

SoutcomeSsystematic
2. Assessment

chrflc

collection 8 rccommcnded surveys 5 £ earnlng 2 StUdent
o afective 5 b t
- Zohjectives

tions
rogram

(‘e veloprr

educati
review

What is the impact of assessment on university teaching and learning in circumstances
where all student work is graded? | examine a case from Otago in which such conditions
contributed to the proliferation of assessment tasks that resulted in a grading arms race
between academics and between subjects. The research found that spaces for
achieving certain educational objectives, such as fostering self-motivated learners, were
marginalized. Both students and lecturers were unsatisfied with this situation but neither
group could envisage change. | propose slow scholarship should be considered to stop
further escalation and reverse the arms race. An example will be given of a curriculum
based on ‘learning through research’ that radically alters students educational
experience and how they are assessed.
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