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A suggested model for a literature search:

1. Define your problem
2. Create a search strategy
3. Choose bibliographic databases

4. Search
5. Select suitable references
6. Assess whether the search was satisfactory
7. Repeat steps 2-6, if necessary

(Bartels, 2009)
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Define your problem (step 1)-

What methods will reduce the incidence of  elderly 
people falling in hospital?

P elderly inpatients
I interventions against falling
C doing nothing 
O fewer in-hospital falls

Searching for evidence
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Create a search strategy (step 2)-

What methods will reduce the incidence of  elderly 
people falling in hospital

Searching for evidence

age plus other age-related factors, 
confusion, frailty etc 

Inpatients – being in hospital

interventions against falling

falls

elderly inpatients

interventions against falling

doing nothing

fewer in-hospital falls
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List the key words for each concept

Falls
Accidental falls
Falling 
Fall prevention
Fall risk assessment

Elderly
Confusion
Confused
Mobility
Age limit

Inpatients
Wards
Hospital (hospital*)
Hospitals
Hospitalized
Hospitalised

Bedrails
Beds
Interventions
Chemical restraints
Physical restraints
Bed alarms
Chairs/furniture
Staff ratios

AND

OR

OR

OR

OR
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1. √ Define your problem

2. √ Create a search strategy

3. Choose bibliographic databases
4. Search
5. Select suitable references
6. Assess whether the search was satisfactory
7. Repeat steps 2-6, if necessary

Searching for evidence



© Canterbury Medical Library

Searching for evidence

• Two databases that sift & organise
• Trip

• OvidSP All EBM Reviews

• Medline – useful publication types & limits
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Results are organised for you  
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Systematic reviews 
include material from
the Cochrane Library,  
DARE etc
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Includes the literature
that these reviews
are based upon
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Trip database

• Search results filtered into 
groups

• Find it on the CDHB Databases 
web page

• Free    www.tripdatabase.com

http://www.tripdatabase.com/
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Click on the 
triangle to see the
individual sets
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All EBM Reviews
• One of the OvidSP databases

• Find it on the CDHB databases web page

• Searches all the EBM databases at once

• Search results are grouped

• Available at work

Searching for evidence
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Tips for using Medline

Combine the topic with -

Or limit the topic with -
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Some useful reading:
Bartels, E. M. (2009). How to keep up with medical literature. 

Best Practice & Research in Clinical Rheumatology, 23(2), 
281-290.

Cronin, P., Ryan, F., & Coughlan, M. (2008). Undertaking a 
literature review: a step-by-step approach. British Journal 
of Nursing (BJN), 17(1), 38-43.

Timmins, F., & McCabe, C. (2005). How to conduct an 
effective literature search. Nursing Standard, 20(11), 41-47.
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Information for Your Audit

• Background information
• Guidelines
• Healthcare errors
• Tools and measures
• Statistics
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A good place to start

• CDHB Quality Website
• Library Resources
• Internet Resources
• Colleagues
• Toward Clinical Evidence

http://www.moh.govt.nz

http://www.moh.govt.nz/
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Finding out about Quality

A couple of good books –
• Lean Hospitals by Mark Graban

• Lean Healthcare Pocket 
Guide by Debra Hadfield and 
Shelagh Holmes

See the handout – CML books on quality health care.
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Library Resources

• Catalogue
• Databases
• Hot Topics – Quality health
• Articles of Interest
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Hot Topics – Quality Health



© Canterbury Medical Library

Articles of Interest
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Quality Methods
• NHS Safer CareSafer Care

Improving patient safety
http://www.institute.nhs.uk

• AHRQ Patient Safety Patient Safety 
NetworkNetwork
Patient Safety Primers
http://www.psnet.ahrq.gov/

http://www.institute.nhs.uk/
http://www.psnet.ahrq.gov/
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Quality Tools

• NHS Quality and Service 
Improvement Tools
http://www.institute.nhs.uk

• American Society for Quality 
http://www.asq.org/learn-about-quality/quality-tools.html

• E-Quality
http://quality.dlsu.edu.ph/tools/tool_chart.html

Lean
Root

Cause

Six Sigma
5S’s

Sentinel Events

Significant Events

RIE

http://www.institute.nhs.uk/
http://www.asq.org/learn-about-quality/quality-tools.html
http://quality.dlsu.edu.ph/tools/tool_chart.html
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Library contact detail:

Phone:  Ext   80504    or  
Email     referencecml.uoc@otago.ac.nz

Website: www.otago.uoc.ac.nz/departments/library/

mailto:referencecml.uoc@otago.ac.nz
http://www.uoc.ac.nz/departments/library/
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