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Dr. Janet Smylie is a member of the Métis Nation of Ontario, with Métis 

roots in the prairies. She is a family physician and public health 

researcher who has practiced and taught family medicine in urban and 

rural Indigenous communities and maintains a part-time clinical 

practice. Dr Smylie’s research work focuses on applied health services 

research to better understand health inequities experienced by 

Indigenous infants, children and their families. Dr. Smylie currently leads 

multiple research projects in partnership with First Nations, Inuit, and 

Métis communities/organizations.   
 

Small Lecture Theatre, Level D, University of Otago Wellington 

To join by web-conference: https://otago.ac.nz/zoom/ph_seminars 

For more information: http://otago.ac.nz/UOWevents  

To watch previous seminars: UOW Public Health Seminars  

Dr. Smylie’s presentation will explore the degree to which current standards and 

methods used within Canadian health information systems are able to explicate 

and respond to Indigenous population health needs.  Using specific examples, 

she will demonstrate how these information systems are perpetuating colonial 

discounting of Indigenous populations and masking health inequities.  She will 

discuss strategies for moving forward, drawing on Indigenous community led 

initiatives and emphasizing the need for systems thinking and alliances. 
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