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Abstract:  Proposed Amendments to the RMA, reports from the Productivity Commission, and a 

proposed National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity are all in the pipeline, illustrating 

central government’s attempts to show leadership in responding to the housing ‘challenge’. Can planning 

processes (the consultative themes of the RMA) remain valid and can local authorities maintain 

credibility while being subject to central government interventions? 

Housing Crisis - Crisis? What Crisis? – or Keep Calm and 
Carry On? A commentary about the government’s 

response to affordable housing 


