
With a degree in Botany, you’ll learn techniques for 
plant breeding (from the modern to the ancient) and 
how biotechnology can be used to create crops that 
need less fertiliser, can tolerate a changing climate, and 
contain more nutrients to feed humanity.

Corn for sale in the San Pedro 
Market, Cuzco, Peru. Corn has 
been cultivated for thousands of 
years in South America – long 
forgotten strains of corn might 
hold genes essential to survival 
in a warmer climate. 

Botany is…
… identifying and 
breeding crops to 
tolerate climate change 
and feed humanity

Department 
of Botany

Otago offers NZ’s only degree in Botany

otago.ac.nz/botany


