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About this guide
This guide is designed to assist applicants for the Manaaki New Zealand Scholarships in selecting appropriate Otago majors and degree 

qualifications that are eligible for the scholarship programme.

For a detailed list of relevant sectors and subjects specific to your country, please refer to the Manaaki New Zealand Scholarships website

If you require further assistance in choosing your majors and/or degree qualifications at Otago, please contact: international-connect@otago.ac.nz

We wish you the best of luck for your application!
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Dunedin, New Zealand



Why Dunedin?
v University town – small city with a big personality! 

Population of 131,000 – 20% of those are students.

v Be amongst friends
Dunedin has the youngest population in NZ - 45% of residents under 30.

v We love it here
88% of people here rate their quality of life as good or extremely good.

v Learn from the brightest
Dunedin has NZ’s highest concentration of postgraduate qualifications - 

over 36% of people here have postgraduate education.

v Affordable
Lower cost of living as compared to big cities (up to 25%)

v Convenient/ accessible
15-20-minute city

v A great lifestyle – do something different! 
Nature, Culture, Sport, Fashion & Food Scene 

www.dunedinnz.com/study



1TOP1%HIGHER EDUCATION 
INSTITUTIONS IN THE WORLD
(QS World University Rankings)

NEW ZEALAND’S
FIRST 
UNIVERSITY 

#
IN NZ FOR EDUCATION 
PERFORMANCE
(TEC Education Performance Indicators 2024)

17
th

MOST PHOTOGENIC UNIVERSITY IN 
THE WORLD

96%
OF OUR GRADUATES GO INTO 
WORK OR FURTHER STUDY

QS Stars Plus Global University Ratings5 10th
GLOBALLY FOR 
SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION

(MSN 2025)

University of 
Otago
(Dunedin campus) 

110th

IN THE WORLD FOR SOCIAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
(QS World Sustainability rankings 2026)



197

Academic Reputation

th
RANKED

in the world for the QS World 
University Rankings 2026

8 years winning the Prime Minister’s 
Supreme Award for Teaching 
Excellence

/12

5 five Stars plus, international quality 
rating (QS Stars) 

+

7 Subjects ranked in the top 100 in the 
world for the QS Subjects Rankings 
2025 



Otago rankings

Source: QS World Rankings 2026, QS World Rankings by Subject 2025, Shanghai Academic Subject Rankings 2025, Times Higher Education (THE) 2025

Top 50 universities in the 
world for:

• Sports-related subjects 
 #11 best in the world

• Dentistry
#21 best in the world

• Anatomy and Physiology
#35 best in the world

• MBA online 
#37 best in the world

Top 51-100 universities in the 
world for:

• Archaeology
• Hospitality & Leisure Management
• Theology, Divinity & Religious 

Studies
• Classics and Ancient History

Top 101-150 universities in the 
world for:

• Development Studies
• Earth Sciences
• Food Science & Technology
• Life Sciences & Medicine
• Geography
• Philosophy
• Psychology
• Public Health

Top 151-200 universities in the 
world for:

• Law
• Medicine
• Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical 

sciences

Ranked 155th in the world’s top universities (TIMES magazine 2026) 

197th in the world (QS World University Rankings 2026) 



Student-led clubs 
and societies

You might not know

The University of Otago is the 
only New Zealand University to 
offer Dentistry and Surveying 
programmes. 

Hosts one of only two medical 
schools in the country!

Unique Offerings

150+ 

The University of Otago offers 
195+ undergraduate and 
postgraduate subjects, with 
flexible study options

Study OptionsFrom Everywhere to Otago

86% of our students come from 
outside of Dunedin - from across 
New Zealand and from over 90 
countries. 

Alumni globallyAcademic and 
professional staff

The University of Otago has over 
150,000 contactable alumni living in 
over 140 countries

5,000+ 150,000+ 



50%

incoming PhD 

students are 

international

35%
 

of Otago's 

publications are in 

the top 10% 

ranked journals

1,600 

Academic & 

Research Staff 

60% 

Academics were born 

overseas or received their 

highest qualification from 

overseas

Globally connected researchers

Source: QS World Rankings 2025, QS Subject Rankings 2024, Shanghai Academic Subject Rankings 2023



Premier Otago 
Research Groups

Centres of Research Excellence

• Coastal People: Southern Skies
• The Dodd-walls Centre for Photonic and 

Quantum Technologies
• Ngā pae o te Māramatanga (Network of 

Māori focused research)

National Science Challenges
• Healthier Lives
• Ageing well 

Genomics Aotearoa



Otago Research Centres

• ASPIRE 2025 Research for a Tobacco-Free 
Aotearoa

• Brain Health Research Centre

• Centre for Neuroendocrinology

• Centre for Sustainability (CSAFE)

• Centre for Research on Colonial Culture

• Centre for Translational Cancer Research

• Christchurch Heart Institute

• Centre for Bioengineering and Nanomedicine

• Edgar Diabetes and Obesity Research

• Genetics Otago

• National Centre for Life course Research

• New Zealand Centre for Sustainable Cities

• One Health Aotearoa

• Otago Global Health Institute

• National Centre for Peace and Conflict 
Studies



Otago Research Themes
• Allan Wilson@Otago
• Ag@Otago
• Asia-Pacific Biocultural Health: Past & Present
• Centre for Bioengineering
• Centre for Global Migrations
• Centre for Health Systems & Technology
• Collaboration of Ageing Research Excellence
• Food Waste Innovation
• HeartOtago

• Integrated Catchment Management
• Microbiome Otago
• NZ Ocean Acidification Research Cluster
• Otago Energy Research Centre
• Pain@Otago
• Performance of the Real Research Theme
• Polar Environments Research Theme
• Poutama Ara Rau
• Te Koronga: Indigenous Science
• Transport Research Network



Graduate Outcomes

96% of Otago graduates go directly 
into work or further study 
(Graduate Opinion Survey) 

New Zealand’s “Best Career Service 
(New Zealand Association of 

Graduate Employers)

The CDC was awarded a 2020 Global 
University Career Development Award 

(Global University Central Career Union)



Academic Divisions

HumanitiesScience BusinessHealth Sciences Pathway and English 
Language Centre



Degrees/ Qualifications

• Foundation Studies Certificate

• Diplomas

• English Language courses

Pathways to Otago

Undergraduate studies Postgraduate studies

• Bachelor’s degrees • Honours

• Diploma for Graduates

• Postgraduate Certificates

• Postgraduate Diplomas 

• Master’s degrees (by coursework)

• Master’s degrees (by thesis)

• PhD/ Doctor of Philosophy



DEGREES/ QUALIFICATIONSMAJORS/ SUBJECTS

• Bachelor of Commerce

• Bachelor of Entrepreneurship

• Diploma for Graduates

• Postgraduate Certificate in Business

• Postgraduate Certificate in Executive Management

• Postgraduate Diploma in Business

• Postgraduate Diploma in Business Administration

• Postgraduate Diploma in Executive Management

• Master of Business

• Master of Business Administration (MBA)

• Master of Sustainable Business

• Master of Commerce (by research/ thesis)

• Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

• Accounting

• Accounting and 

Finance

• Business 

Administration

• Business Analytics

• Digital Health

• Economics

• Entrepreneurship/ 
Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation

• Executive Education

• Finance

• Human Resource 

Management

• International Business

• Management/ 

Leadership and 
Management

• Marketing

• Philosophy, Politics and 

Economics (PPE)

• Sustainable Business

• Sustainable Finance

• Tourism and 

Hospitality

www.otago.ac.nz/business

Business/ Commerce



Science & Applied Science

• Advanced Nutrition Practice

• Agricultural Innovation

• Anatomy

• Aquaculture and Fisheries

• Artificial Intelligence

• Biochemistry

• Bioengineering

• Botany

• Chemistry

• Cognitive Science

• Computer Science

• Data Science

• Ecology

• Economics

• Energy Science and Technology/ 

Energy Management

• Environmental Management/ 
Environmental Science

• Exercise and Sport Science

• Food Science/ Food and Agriculture

• Forensic Analytical Science

• Genetics

• Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

• Geography

• Geology/ Applied Geology

• Human Nutrition

• Immunology

• Information Science

• Land Planning and Development

• Marine Science

• Mathematics

• Microbiology

• Molecular Biotechnology

• Neuroscience

• Pathology

• Pharmacology

• Physical Education, Activity and Health

• Physics

• Physiology

• Plant Biotechnology

• Psychology

• Quantitative Genetics

• Science Communication

• Software Engineering

• Sport and Exercise Nutrition

• Sport, Exercise and Health

• Sport Development and Management

• Statistics

• Surveying / Surveying Measurement

• Sustainable Energy

• Telecommunications

• Toxicology

• Zoology

• Bachelor of Science

• Bachelor of Surveying

• Postgraduate Certificate in Applied Science

• Postgraduate Diploma in Applied Science

• Postgraduate Diploma in Science

• Postgraduate Diploma in Wildlife Management

• Master of Applied Science

• Master of Science

• Master of Science (by research/ thesis)

• Master of Sport Development and Management

• Master of Surveying

• Master of Wildlife Management

• Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

www.otago.ac.nz/sciences

MAJORS/ SUBJECTS DEGREES/ QUALIFICATIONS



Humanities/Arts, Social Sciences, 
Education, Law

q College of Education

• Education

• Teaching: Early Childhood 

Education, Primary, and Secondary 

Education

q School of Geography

• Centre for Sustainability

q Te Tumu School of Māori, 
Pacific and Indigenous Studies

• National Centre for Peace and 
Conflict Studies

q School of Social Sciences

• Archaeology

• Media, Film and Communication

• Politics

• Religion

• Social Anthropology

• Social and Community Work

• Sociology, Gender Studies and 

Criminology

www.otago.ac.nz/humanities

q Faculty of Law

q School of Arts

• Centre for Irish and Scottish 

Studies

• Classics

• English and Linguistics

• History

• Languages and Cultures

• Philosophy

• Theology

q School of Performing Arts

• Dance Programme

• Music Programme

• Performing Arts

• Theatre Programme

SCHOOL AND MAJORS/ SUBJECTS



• Bachelor of Arts

• Bachelor of Laws

• Bachelor of Music

• Bachelor of Performing Arts

• Bachelor of Social Work

• Bachelor of Teaching

• Bachelor of Theology

• Postgraduate Certificate in Children's Issues

• Graduate Diploma in Second Language 
Teaching

• Postgraduate Diploma in Arts Subjects

• Postgraduate Diploma in Child-Centred Practice

• Postgraduate Diploma in Music

• Postgraduate Diploma in Social Welfare

• Postgraduate Certificate in Chaplaincy

• Postgraduate Diploma in Chaplaincy

• Postgraduate Diploma in Faith-based Leadership 
and Management

• Postgraduate Diploma in Ministry

• Postgraduate Diploma in Theology

• Master of Archaeological Practice

• Master of Arts (Coursework)

• Master of Arts (Thesis)

• Master of Creative Writing

• Master of Chaplaincy

• Master of Fine Arts

• Master of Faith-based Leadership and 
Management

• Master of Indigenous Studies

• Master of International Development and 

Planning

• Master of International Studies

• Master of Laws

• Master of Ministry

• Master of Music

• Master of Peace and Conflict Studies

• Master of Planning

• Master of Politics

• Master of Social and Community Work (Applied) 

• Master of Social Work

• Master of Teaching and Learning

• Master of Theology

• Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

DEGREES/ QUALIFICATIONS

Humanities/Arts, Social Sciences, Education, Law
www.otago.ac.nz/humanities



q Faculty of Dentistry

• Dentistry

• Dental Technology

• Oral Health

q School of Pharmacy

• Pharmacy

• Pharmaceutical Science

q School of Physiotherapy

• Physiotherapy

q School of Biomedical 
Sciences

• Anatomy

• Biochemistry

• Microbiology and Immunology

• Pharmacology and Toxicology

• Physiology

q Otago Medical School

• Anaesthesia

• Bioethics Centre

• General Practice

• General Practice and Rural Health

• Māori/Indigenous Health Innovation

• Medicine

• Nursing Studies

• Obstetrics and Gynaecology

• Obstetrics, Gynaecology and Women's 
Health

• Orthopaedic Surgery and Musculoskeletal 
Medicine

• Pathology/ Medical Laboratory Science

• Pathology and Biomedical Science

• Pathology and Molecular Medicine

• Paediatrics

• Paediatrics and Child Health

• Population Health

• Preventive and Social Medicine

• Primary Health Care and General Practice

• Psychological Medicine

• Public Health

• Radiation Therapy

• Surgery and Anaesthesia

• Surgical Sciences

• Women's and Children's Health

• Surgery and Critical Care
(Anaesthesia and Intensive Care; 
Cardiothoracic Surgery; General Surgery; 
Neurosurgery; Orthopaedic Surgery; 
Otolaryngology and Head and Neck Surgery; 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery; Urology; 
Vascular Surgery)

Note: Postgraduate level medical studies are undertaken at our Otago Medical 
School Departments in Dunedin, Christchurch and Wellington campuses 
(depending on the sub-discipline specialisation/supervisor).

www. otago.ac.nz/healthsciences

SCHOOL AND MAJORS/ SUBJECTS

Health Sciences



• Bachelor of Biomedical Sciences

• Bachelor of Dental Surgery

• Bachelor of Dental Technology

• Bachelor of Health Sciences

• Bachelor of Medical Laboratory Science

• Bachelor of Medicine & Bachelor of Surgery

• Bachelor of Oral Health

• Bachelor of Pharmaceutical Science

• Health Sciences First Year

• Bachelor of Science with a health-related 

major: Anatomy | Biochemistry | Genetics | 

Human Nutrition | Microbiology | 

Neuroscience | Pathology | Pharmacology | 

Physiology

• PGCert in Aeromedical Retrieval & Transport

• PGCert in Civil Aviation Medicine

• PGCert in Clinician-Performed Ultrasound

• PGCert in General Practice

• PGCert in Health Sciences

• PGCert in Musculoskeletal Medicine

• PGCert in Occupational Medicine

• PGCert in Pharmacist Prescribing

• PGCert in Pharmacy

• PGCert in Pregnancy & Medical Gynaecology

• PGCert in Primary Health Care

• PGCert in Public Health

• PGCert in Rehabilitation

• PGCert in Rural Clinical Practice

• PGCert in Travel Medicine

• PGDip in Aeromedical Retrieval & Transport

• PGDip in Bioethics & Health Law

• PGDip in Clinical Dental Technology

• PGDip in Clinical Dentistry

• PGDip in Clinical Pharmacy

• PGDip in Community Dentistry

• PGDip in Child Health

• PGDip in Dental Technology

• PGDip in General Practice

• PGDip in Health Management

• PGDip in Health Sciences

• PGDip in Medical Laboratory Science

• PGDip in Medical Technology

• PGDip in Musculoskeletal Medicine

• PGDip in Neuropsychology

• PGDip in Obstetrics & Medical Gynaecology

• PGDipin Occupational Medicine

• PGDip in Ophthalmic Basic Sciences

• PGDip in Sport & Exercise Medicine

• PGDip in Pharmacy

• PGDip in Primary Health Care

• PGDip in Public Health

• PGDip in Rehabilitation

• PGDip in Rural Clinical Practice

• PGDip in Surgical Anatomy

• PGDip in Travel Medicine

DEGREES/ QUALIFICATIONS

www. otago.ac.nz/healthsciences



DEGREES/ QUALIFICATIONS CONTINUED

• Master of Advanced Nursing Practice

• Master of Aviation Medicine

• Master of Bioethics & Health Law

• Master of Biomedical Sciences

• Master of Clinical Pharmacy

• Master of Community Dentistry

• Master of Dental Surgery

• Master of Dental Technology

• Master of Dentistry

• Master of General Practice

• Master of Health Sciences

• Master of Medical Laboratory Science

• Master of Medical Science

• Master of Nursing Science

• Master of Occupational Medicine

• Master of Ophthalmology

• Master of Oral Health

• Master of Pharmacy

• Master of Primary Health Care

• Master of Public Health

• Master of Travel Medicine

• Doctor of Clinical Dentistry

• Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

www. otago.ac.nz/healthsciences



Section 2: Helpful Resources
Entry requirements and application process



Manaaki New Zealand Scholarship 
Application Process & How to Apply



Distinct processes: Manaaki Scholarship Application vs. 
University of Otago Admission Offer

PhD applicants can contact their supervisors earlier in the process. Prior to the interview, PhD applicants: must 
provide evidence that they have a PhD supervisor or are close to confirming a PhD supervisor.

v The entire application, screening and selection processes are overseen by the NZ 
government (it can take six to ten months from the time scholarship applications close).

v The University of Otago provides the NZ government with a list of subjects/ programmes/ 
degrees that align with the subjects prioritised by Manaaki NZ Scholarships for your 
country. 

v Managed by University of Otago (with 
consultation from the Manaaki 
Scholarships team)

• If you are confirmed as a 
preferred candidate, you are 
first in line for a Manaaki 
New Zealand Scholarship.

• To take up a scholarship, 
preferred candidates must 
successfully apply for 
admission to a NZ 
university.

§ Online application at: 
www.nzscholarships.govt.nz

§ Applicants need to choose 
preferred Universities and 
study subject/ programme 
at this stage.

§ Choose Otago as your 
FIRST CHOICE of 
preference in your 
scholarship application.

Phase One (1st – 31st March):
 Apply for a Manaaki New Zealand Scholarship

§ Your application will go 
through a screening  
process.

§ If you are shortlisted, you 
will be invited to an interview 
(around May-Aug)

Apply for University of Otago 
admission: www.otago.ac.nz

Phase Two: Secure an admission 
offer at Otago



Tips for your application

Apply for the Manaaki NZ 
Scholarship first

Apply for admission at Otago after 
you are confirmed as a Manaaki 

preferred candidate

PhD candidates

§ It’s crucial to choose an Otago major 
that aligns with Manaaki’s 
recommended subjects.

§ The course structures/ course 
outlines on Otago's website provides 
further insights on:

o How Otago programmes can help solve 
your country’s social and economic 
problems

o The skills and knowledge you would 
gain from your studies at Otago.

§ We have a dedicated team to process 
your admission application.

§ There are cases where candidates 
will need consultation of bridging 
programmes etc

§ Start securing your supervisor(s) 
before being confirmed as a Manaaki 
preferred candidate

§ Read their profiles and research

§ Customise your emails and 
application documents

§ Tell them that you are applying for 
Manaaki NZ Scholarships



Animals and life sciences

Business, accounting and finance

Education and teaching

Engineering, land surveying and urban design

Environment, climate change and sustainability

Government, politics and law

Healthcare and medicine

Health and biomedical sciences

History, philosophy, people and society

Language and global cultures

Māori, Pacific and indigenous studies

Media, literature, communication and performing arts

Physical sciences

Sport and wellbeing

Technology, maths and computing

ü Uniquely Otago

ü View all subjects from A-Z

v Browse subjects by subject area

v Postgraduate research opportunities at the Otago – a non-exhaustive list of research opportunities

v List of Otago Qualifications

v How to apply/ Admission application process

v University of Otago entrance requirements

Navigating Otago website

v Postgraduate coursework (taught) qualifications

v Research degrees at Otago (including PhD)

v University of Otago recorded webinars

v English language requirements



Undergraduate Entrance Requirements

International Qualifications:

• IB Diploma with a minimum 24 or more

• GCE ‘A’ levels top three subjects = at least 8

• Approved Foundation Studies Certificates

*** Unconditional offers to be issued for predicted grades that meet entry requirements (A-Levels: 
BBB/ 12; IB: 29)

These will vary depending on the country you come from, e.g: National High School Certificate 
v IELTS Academic 6.0 overall (no band below 

5.5) – one skill retake is accepted

vTOEFL iBT 80 overall (writing 20)

vOther accepted tests: PTE, LanguageCert, 
NZCEL, etc

vA-Levels and IB: EL tests are not required if 
English subjects are included in the 
curriculum (A-levels: E; IB: 4 or above)

Note: 

• Bachelor of Social Work: IELTS Academic 7.0 
overall (no band below 7.0)

• Bachelor of Teaching: must meet the language 
competency requirements of the Teaching 
Council of Aotearoa New Zealand

TIPS: Select the country where 
your high school qualifications 
are obtained to check if your 
previous studies are recognised:



Master’s (by thesis)

Bachelor’s with an average grade of at least B 

(Otago equivalent); or

Bachelor’s with Honours; or 

Postgraduate Diploma

PhD

Bachelor’s with First or Upper-Second Class 

Honours; or

Master’s* with an average grade of at least B+ 

(Otago equivalent) grades

* Research component 25% of a full year 

workload

Master’s (by coursework)

Bachelor’s with an average grade of at least B 

(Otago equivalent)

Postgraduate Entrance Requirements

v IELTS Academic 6.5 overall (no band below 6.0) – one skill retake is accepted

v TOEFL iBT 90 overall (writing 21)

v Other accepted tests: PTE, LanguageCert, NZCEL, Duolingo, etc

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS:

v Previous tertiary in English speaking countries: 2 years or case by case

v Programmes with higher requirements: Master of Teaching & Learning, Master 
of Social & Community Work (Applied), Master of Law, Postgraduate (PGDip, 
Masters, PhD) programmes in Dentistry/ Oral Health/ Dental Technology



How to apply for an Otago Admission

1. 
Select your 

course/ 
programme

2. 
Apply online

3. 
Submit

ü Select the course/ programme from Otago 
website: www.otago.ac.nz/subjects

ü Research students: secure supervision by 
contacting academic staff directly

ü Click APPLY NOW button

ü Create an eVision account! 

ü Upload your documents (official transcripts, 
certified ID, translations, department 
support statement, research proposal etc)

ü Once you have read through the declaration 
details and checked the box, make sure you 
SUBMIT! 

ü Updates, requests for additional information, 
and admission offers will appear in your 
eVision portal.

ü Need help with your application? Email: 
international-connect@otago.ac.nz

No application fee.



Good luck!
with your application! We look forward to welcoming you to Otago.

Any questions, please email: international-connect@otago.ac.nz

Connecting with us:  www.facebook.com/OtagoInternationalOffice

                www.instagram.com/universityofotagointernational
34


