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Abstract:  Antarctica is a continent of superlatives: coldest, highest, driest, and a few others you 
may not have heard of. Its ice and snow landscapes have an other-worldliness about them -- it is a 
place where things happen that don't occur at any other place on Earth. We will take a tour of the 
ice sheet (using slides and our imagination: no parka needed) and describe its unique style: on the 
high plateau, the awesome glaciers, the vast ice shelves, and its teeming coast and sea ice. We will 
also examine the continent's response to climate change and its role in sea level rise. Several areas 
of Antarctica have seen spectacular changes as a result of air and ocean warming in recent decades. 
We will consider what the future may hold. 
 
Dr. Ted Scambos is the Lead Scientist at the University of Colorado's National Snow and Ice Data 
Center. He has published extensively on ice and climate change in Antarctica, and on applying 
satellite data to studying and mapping the continent. In 17 expeditions to 'the Ice', Dr. Scambos has 
worked with international teams crossing the continent, drilling and measuring the ice sheets and 
glaciers, and studying its surrounding ocean and icebergs. Dr. Scambos is visiting the University of 
Otago as part of an NZARI-funded research project. 
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