The Spatial Awareness Conundrum in Ancient
Polynesia (With Parallels from Ancient Greece) -
Star Pillar Navigation Concepts; I ndigenous
experience versus Cartesian Science

Stan Lusby
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"Gladly then did goodly Odysseus
spread his sails to the breeze; and he
sat and guided his raft skilfully with
the steering-oar, nor did sleep fall
upon his eyelids, as he watched the
Pleiades, the late setting Bootes and
the Bear, which men also call the
Wain, which ever circles where it is
and watches Orion, and alone has no
part in the baths of the Ocean. For
this star Calypso, the beautiful
goddess, had bidden him to keep on
his left hand as he sailed over the
sea. For seventeen days then he
sailed over the sea, and on the
eighteenth appeared the shadowy
mountains of the land of the
Phaeacians...."
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