Drosophila melanogaster- Recording the Life Cycle

Drosophila melanogaster have a four stage life cycle. Each stage is clearly identifiable.

You can observe a lot more detail of each part of the life cycle if you remove the larvae and
the pupae (your teacher will show you how to do this) and observe them under a
microscope/hand lens.

When you have finished put the flies/larvae/pupae into the morgue. Do not put them back
into the fly stock container.

Pupa
1-2 days, pupa is darker in colour

Adult Fly

Prepupa
1-2 days prepupa is light in colour

Egg embryo

Eggs hatch in about 30 hours

d .
3 instar larvae

1% instar larvae
Larvae feed for 5-6 days and then oupate

d.
2"%instar larvae

Reference

http://www.drosophila.moonfruit.com/




