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Karakia Timatanga

Tukua te wairua kia rere ki ngā
taumata
Hai ārahi i ā tātou mahi
Me tā tātou whai i ngā tikanga a 
rātou mā
Kia mau kia ita
Kia kore ai e ngaro
Kia pupuri
Kia whakamaua
Kia tina! TINA! Hui e! TĀIKI E!

Allow one’s spirit to exercise its 
potential
To guide us in our work as well as in 
our pursuit of our ancestral traditions
Take hold and preserve it
Ensure it is never lost
Hold fast.
Secure it.
Draw together! Affirm!
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Objectives
By the end of this session you will be able to:

Describe what constitutes a learning environment
Identify barriers and potential solutions to effective learning
Identify the teacher’s role in establishing a safe & effective learning environment
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Plan for the day
Our roadmap

Discussion of what we mean by 
learning environment
Small group activity: The features of 
positive and negative learning 
environments
Discussion of the why, what, and 
how of creating a learning 
environment
Final thoughts
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A question for you

What do we mean when we say “learning environment”?
Please type your thoughts in the chat.
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Two definitions of the learning 
environment
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Quality Framework (2012)
Physical and psychosocial factors –
physically safe, emotionally secure 
and psychologically enabling

2014
Diverse physical locations, 
contexts, and cultures
How teachers interact with 
students, students with teachers, 
and students with one another
Social and emotional dimensions



Small group activity
Think about a recent learning session you attended as a participant

Discuss with your group:
Identify 3 features of the session that influenced your ability to learn

Choose 5 these features to report back to the main session
Why did they help or hinder your learning? 

When you return the main room, please be prepared to tell us about the features 
you chose.
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Why create a positive learning 
environment?

"A positive classroom environment helps improve attention, reduce anxiety, and 
supports emotional and behavioural regulation of students. When educators 
foster a positive learning culture; learners are more likely to acquire higher 
motivation that leads to wonderful learning outcomes.” (Verma, 2019)
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What are the components of a positive 
learning environment? 
Organisational quality 

• Preparedness of all parties for student entry
• Space and resources 

Invitational quality 
• Opportunities to participate and learn from work experiences
• Interaction patterns and student inclusion 
• Student agency and engagement 

Pedagogical quality 
• Autonomy-supportive environment
• Enhancing student reflective capabilities
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The Undergraduate Clinical Education Environment Measure (UCEEM)

(Strand et al., 2013)



How do we create a positive learning 
environment?
Some considerations

Physical (temperature, lighting, seating, audio, video)
Emotional (safe, nonjudgemental, caring)
Motivational (empowering)
Educational (useful, satisfaction, interest)
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Final thoughts
What have we learned
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Thank You!
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Karakia Whakamutunga

Unuhia, unuhia
Unuhia ki te uru tapu nui
Kia wātea, kia māmā, te ngākau, te
tinana, te wairua i te ara takatā
Koia rā e Rongo, whakairia ake ki 
runga
Kia tina! TINA! Hui e! TĀIKI E!

Draw on, draw on,
Draw on the supreme sacredness
To clear, to free the heart, the body and 
the spirit of mankind
Rongo, suspended high above us (i.e.
in ‘heaven’)
Draw together! Affirm!
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