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Relationships between the process and products of urban design have been 

analysed and articulated using conceptual frameworks that emphasize different 

perspectives. This presentation summarises these and compares them with 

analytical frameworks used in the field of urban governance studies. While there 

is a reasonable amount of overlap between these areas, frameworks employed 

in urban governance analysis can offer more comprehensive insights into the 

forces and practices that combine to shape the built form. These tools are useful 

for understanding why places look the way they do and for envisioning future 

design and development processes. 

How did that get built? 

Employing analytical governance frameworks to 
understand urban design 

Colin O’Byrne, School of Surveying 


