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Overview NZ Housing

NZ houses are mostly old, cold damp,
mouldy, poorly built with inadequate
Insulation and heating

90% of time Indoors, 75% In homes

Average winter temperature is 14.5°C (WHO
recommends 18°C — 21°C)

1600 excess winter deaths from respiratory
and circulatory ~8000 hospitalisations

Crowding causes infectious diseases
Private dwellings with public consequences
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Unable to pay steep rent, family huddle in freezing tent

ASHLEIGH STEWART

BLANKETS and body heat.

That is how one Christchurch
family, huddling together in a
freezing tent as rain batters their
makeshift home, have spent two
months trying to keep warm.

The family of five have just
weathered their third storm in a
tent pitched at the Spencer Beach
Holiday Park.

Taurua Houia, his wife and
their three children are one of 270
priority A applicants on the
Housing New Zealand waiting
list.

They have been priority A for
three weeks, despite being
assessed in February.

“We had a private rental in
Hills Rd, but it was too expens-
ive,” Houia said.

“I've just been sitting up in the
telg: every night. I don't get much
s "

Houaa works mlltime as a
roofer, but wife Sonia is unem-
ployed and receives a benefit.

But they say this income still
does not provide enough money
for Christchurch’s rents as well
as being able to survive,

A large tarpaulin is draped
across the outside of the tent for

extra insulation as members of
the family curl together under
duvets during this week’s rain.
The mattresses account for about
half of the floor in the small tent,
the remainder is bare,

There are no separate rooms,
‘and no privacy.

“It's blankets and body heat to
keep warm,” Houia said.

They had returned to the spot
‘on Monday after a brief, but un-

Tent trap: Taurua Houia and his family live in tents at a holiday park because of a housing shortage, Photo:F AIRFAX NZ

pleasant, stint outside the camp-

ing ground.
Forced to leave as it was

booked out for Easter, the family

moved their tent to Waikuku on

Friday - where it was blown

down. In an effort to save money,
they then gave freedom camping

atry

‘After their tent flooded, they
moved to a camping ground in
Linwood, where they paid $62 a
night for a campsite.

But even after their ordeal and
as the weather closed in, Houia
was hesitant to complain. “We
just take it. 'm all right, it's just

Family friend and Taurua’s
boss, Allan Rolfe, has been help-
ing the family and advocating for
them to the agencies.

He had offered to lettheﬁmlly

‘stay with him at hhivhpme

they were “fiercely indepen
and had refused, 'said

“It's a horrendous S’dtuaﬁon.
It's a desperate situation, they've
got three children as well.”

N{inistry of Social Develop-
men Genel‘al mal?ﬂ&ﬁl‘ Mal'ﬂma
Edwards said Sonia Houla -
whose name the application was
under ~ was first assessed in
February, and has been on the
waiting list since April 4.

“Housing New Zealand and
registered community housing
providers will continue to work
with Ms Houia to find a suitable
property,” Edwards said.
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Safe Housing Enabling Long-term Effective

Recovery SHELTER

Observation study

800 families in Wellington

Intervention: coordinated housing intervention
Data collected using administrative systems

Collaborations:

Wellington Regional Public Health
District Health Boards

Energy Efficiency Conservation Authority
Housing NZ Corporation

Ministry of Social Development

Tu Kotahi Maori Asthma Trust

« Sustainability Trust
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Manage and maintain data

Continuous improvement system (audit,
reviews, training, evaluation)

Tu Kotahi Maori Asthma Trust
Sustainability Trust

Relationship management

Triage referrals/check eligibility
Reporting

Monitor referral completion rates

He Kainga Oranga
Regional Public Health
Sustainability Trust

Address housing intervention gaps

Tu Kotahi Maori Asthma Trust
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Preventing ARF

1,919 <15 year old children hosp. 2000-2013

Anderson Criteria: 25 diseases
associated with poor housing
652 ARF cases had previous
Anderson hosp.

Baker Criteria: Subset Anderson:
21 diseases

545 ARF cases had previous Baker hosp.

Ministry of Health Criteria: Subset Baker:
10 diseases included
118 ARF cases had previous MoH hosp.
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Numbers Needed to Treat

721,072 children hosp.
2000-13 with diseases in
the Anderson Criteria

N=462416

N=169304 633,639 in Baker

N=1913 171,223 in MoH criteria
1.1% of whom developed
ARF
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Preventing Hospitalisations
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Proportion Surviving: S(t)
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Action Needed

It is not okay to send people back to environments
that make them sick.

Old, cold, damp, mouldy, crowded homes are making
people sick.

Effects are far wider then RF
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