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Abstract:  

Kā Huru Manu is an iwi-driven project that brings Ngāi Tahu history to life. In 2017 Ngāi Tahu launched 

Kā Huru Manu (www.kahurumanu.co.nz), an online digital atlas that features over 1000 traditional 

Māori place names, a selection of ara tawhito (traditional travel routes), and historical Māori land 

allocations (Native Reserves) within the Ngāi Tahu rohe (tribal area). The visually striking website also 

tells the story behind the project and celebrates the people involved with its development. Kā Huru 

Manu uses the latest Geographical Information System technology to record and map Ngāi Tahu stories 

on a virtual landscape for future generations. The bulk of the research was completed by Ngāi Tahu 

marae communities, kaumātua and Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu staff over 10 years of wānanga, hui, and 

field trips. Administered by the Ngāi Tahu Archive Team alongside the 18 Ngāi Tahu Papatipu Rūnanga, 

Kā Huru Manu is fast becoming the authoritative source of Ngāi Tahu place names and histories in Te 

Waipounamu.  

 

Kā Huru Manu:  
My names are the treasured cloak  

which adorns the land 
 Takerei Norton 


