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Associate Professor Gillian Abel Head of Department Department of Population Health gillian.abel@otago.ac.nz 64 3 364 3619 Christchurch

Gillian is expert in mixed methods research using community-

based participatory approaches. Her research focuses on 

vulnerable populations such as sex workers, vulnerable youth 

and Pacific people, vulnerable populations such as sex 

workers, vulnerable youth and Pacific people.

Professor Rex Ahdar

Academic Teaching 

Staff Faculty of Law rex.ahdar@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 8842 Dunedin

Competition Law and Policy, Church-State Relations, Religious 

Freedom, Contract Law, Sports Law.

Reverend Dr Lynne Baab Senior Lecturer Department of Theology & Religion lynne.baab@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5358 Dunedin Multi-ethnic congregations in New Zealand.

Professor David Baxter Director - Ageing Well

School of Physiotherapy, Division of 

Health Sciences david.baxter@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7411 Dunedin

RCTs; Surveys; Qualitative Research; Men’s Health; Ageing 

Well; Physical Activity and Health; Medical Devices.

Professor Judy Bennett Professor Department of History & Art History judy.bennett@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 8607 Dunedin

Pacific Islands; Environmental History; World War Two in 

Pacific; History of Coconuts as a commodity; Pacific forest 

history.

Dr Katharina Blattner Pacific Nation Liaison  Division of Health Sciences kati.blattner@hokiangahealth.org.nz Hokianga Rural and Remote Health , Pacific Island health workforce.

Associate Professor Jenny Bryant-Tokalau

Academic Teaching 

Staff

Te Tumu: School of Maori, Pacific and 

Indigenous Studies jenny.bryant-tokalau@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 3974 Dunedin

Fiji, land, poverty, urbanisation, environmental change, urban 

environmental degradation in the Pacific; impacts of natural 

disasters on Pacific urban dwellers.

Associate Professor Hallie Buckley Academic Staff Department of Anatomy hallie.buckley@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5775 Dunedin

Research of diet, health and disease in prehistoric Pacific 

peoples, Lapita, Forensic anthropology, koiwi tangata.

Dr Lyn Carter

Academic Teaching 

Staff

Te Tumu School of Māori, Pacific, and 

Indigenous Studies lynette.carter@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 3049 Dunedin

 Cultural landscapes and identity politics; social impact from 

climate change in the Pacific (Including New Zealand) on 

nationhood and identity.

Dr Jennifer Cattermole Academic Staff Department of Music jennifer.cattermole@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 4025 Dunedin

Pacific Island musics (esp. in Fiji and Aotearoa/NZ) and: 1. the 

expression and transformation of place and identity, 2. 

government interventions in music industries, 3. music’s uses 

in promoting health and wellbeing, and 4. music teaching and 

learning. 

Professor Kevin Clements Director

National Centre for Peace and 

Conflict Studies kevin.clements@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 9468 Dunedin

Political Hybridity, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Timor Leste, 

Pacific Island Forum (PIF), Bitekawa and development and 

peacebuilding, Conflict Transformation.

Associate Professor Gerry Closs Head of Department Department of Zoology gerry.closs@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7972 Dunedin

The life history and migration of freshwater fishes, 

particularly the patterns of freshwater fish species 

distribution and life history throughout the Indo-Pacific.

Associate Professor Brian Cox

Research Associate 

Professor & Director 

of the Hugh Adam 

Cancer Epidemiology 

Unit

Preventive & Social Medicine, 

Dunedin School of Medicine brian.cox@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7213 Dunedin

Cancer Causes, Control and Screening in Pacific Island 

Populations.

Ms Nandika Currey Associate Dean Pacific 

Social Psychiatry & Population 

Mental Health Research Unit, 

University of Otago nandika.currey@otago.ac.nz 64 4 806 1498 Wellington

Pacific mental health; Health services research; Qualitative 

research; Suicide prevention; Culture and mental health.
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Associate Professor Sarah Derrett

Research Associate 

Professor

Preventive & Social Medicine, 

Dunedin School of Medicine sarah.derrett@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7221 Dunedin

Pacific people and:

- Outcomes following injury

- End stage kidney disease and dialysis

- Health-related quality of life person-reported outcomes

- Disability.

Dr Alumita Durutalo

Academic Teaching 

Staff

Te Tumu: School of Maori, Pacific and 

Indigenous Studies alumita.durutalo@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 8698 Dunedin

Political parties, elections and democratization in the Pacific 

Islands states; indigenous leadership and development in the 

Pacific Islands; Indigenous languages, culture  and identity 

amongst Pacific Islands migrants in the First World.

Dr Richard Egan

Senior Lecturer in 

Health Promotion

Cancer Society Social & Behavioural 

Research Unit, Preventive & Social 

Medicine richard.egan@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7206 Dunedin

Spirituality in health care, particularly hospice/palliative care, 

renal care, aged care etc; and health promotion. 

Dr Allamanda Faatoese

Postdoctoral Research 

Fellow Christchurch Heart Institute allamanda.faatoese@otago.ac.nz 64 4 364 1209 Christchurch

Cardiovascular risk profiles among Maori and Pacific 

communities in New Zealand. Emerging circulating 

biomarkers and genetic variants associated with 

cardiovascular disease.

Professor David Fielding

Academic Teaching 

Staff Department of Economics david.fielding@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 8653 Dunedin International aid and economic development.

Dr Anne Ford Lecturer

Department of Anthropology & 

Archaeology anne.ford@otago.ac.nz 64 3 471 6148 Dunedin

Archaeology, Papua New Guinea, Modern human migrations 

in the Pleistocene, Lapita colonisation, material culture, trade 

and exchange, sourcing studies, lithics, ceramics.

Professor Robin Gauld

Head of Department 

& Director, Centre for 

Health Systems Preventive and Social Medicine robin.gauld@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 8632 Dunedin

New Zealand Health Policy; Comparative health policy 

(especially in  Asia-Pacific); Health Systems and Health 

Workforce.

Dr David Goodwin

Senior Lecturer & 

Researcher National School of Surveying david.goodwin@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 6540 Dunedin

Effects of precession on stars used for Polynesian navigation; 

Archeoastronomy.

Dr Ben Gray Senior Lecturer

Primary Health Care and General 

Practice ben.gray@otago.ac.nz 64 4 918 5166 Wellington

Use of interpreters and health navigation services by Pacific 

people.

Dr Sian Halcrow Senior Lecturer Department of Anatomy sian.halcrow@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5265 Dunedin

Dr Halcrow studies the human remains of past people to 

address anthropological questions of human biological 

adaptation and social and environmental change. Although 

Sian's work is mostly focused in the regions of Southeast Asia 

and South America, she is the PI (and co-director 

with Associate Professor Hallie Buckley) of the the University 

of Otago Research Theme, Asia-Pacific Biocultural Health: 

Past and Present. This theme has been established to foster 

multi-disciplinary research synergies across the University and 

encourage indigenous research development in this area of 

Asia and Pacific health. 

Mr Chris Higgs

Professional Practice 

Fellow

School of Physiotherapy, Division of 

Health Sciences chris.higgs@otago.ac.nz 64 3 471 6943 Dunedin

Community-based rehabilitation programmes for people with 

diabetes / prediabetes.

Professor Philip Hill

Infectious Disease 

Researcher & Co-

Director, Centre for 

International Health

Dunedin School of Medicine, Centre 

for International Health philip.hill@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 9462 Dunedin

Studies of Mycobacterium tuberculosis infection and disease, 

Streptococcus pneumoniae carriage, disease and vaccination. 

Using epidemiological tools to answer fundamental public 

health questions in developing countries, including the 

relationship of the health system to under-five mortality.

NB: This is a work in progress document and not a complete record of Pacific-related research being conducted throughout the University of Otago.
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Dr Iati Iati Senior Lecturer Department of Politics iati.iati@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 8665 Dunedin

Politics in the Pacific region, in particular governance and 

development, geopolitics, civil society-state relations, land 

reform, and New Zealand foreign policy. Dr Iati was one of 

the co-directors for the 48th and 50th University of Otago 

Foreign Policy Schools.

Dr Marie Inder

Pacific Islands Student 

Support/Teaching 

Fellow

Division of Sciences & Health 

Sciences marie.inder@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 9267 Dunedin

General Microbiology, Virology, Molecular Biology, Science 

communication, Tertiary teaching and tutoring.

Dr Tristram Ingham

Senior Research 

Fellow Department of Medicine, UOW tristram.ingham@otago.ac.nz 64 4 918 6842 Wellington Respiratory Epidemiology; Health Inequalities.

Dr Ella Iosua Research Fellow

Department of Preventive & Social 

Medicine ella.iosua@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5229 Dunedin Biostatistics and Public Health.

Dr Susan Jack

Senior Research 

Fellow

Dunedin School of Medicine, Centre 

for International Health.  Preventive 

& Social Medicine. susan.jack@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 9463 Dunedin

Policy, planning, implementation and evaluation of maternal, 

newborn and child health and nutrition programmes. 

Providing technical advice, capacity building and training for 

health staff in low and middle income countries. Experience in 

the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Cambodia and Vietnam.

Associate Professor Gillian Johnson

Deputy Dean of the 

School of 

Physiotherapy

School of Physiotherapy, Division of 

Health Sciences gill.johnson@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5424 Dunedin

Physiotherapy draping preferences including cultural 

perspectives.  Recently conducted study whereby interviewed 

Samoan and Tongan university students.

Dr Viktoria Kahui

Academic Teaching 

Staff Department of Economics viktoria.kahui@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5278 Dunedin

Deep water fisheries; natural resource economics; ecosystem 

based management; catch shares.

Dr Emily Keddell

Senior Lecturer in 

Social Work

Department of Sociology, Gender & 

Social Work emily.keddell@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5867 Dunedin The construction of multiple ethnic identities.

Dr Michael Knapp

Senior Lecturer in 

Biological 

Anthropology Department of Anatomy michael.knapp@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5169 Dunedin Reconstructing the settlement of the Pacific.

Dr Jesse Kokaua Research Fellow

Pacific Development & Pacific Islands 

Research and Student Support Unit 

(PIRSSU) jesse.kokaua@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 8493 Dunedin

Statistics, applied Bayesian models; mental health and the 

Pacific community; prevalence of and treatment for mental 

disorders among Cook Islanders in New Zealand; factors that 

contribute to increased academic achievement by Pacific 

students in higher education.

Dr Zabeen Lateef Postdoctoral  Fellow

Department of Microbiology & 

Immunology zabeen.lateef@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7307 Dunedin

Applied and molecular immunology, bacterial and viral 

genetics, vaccines - immunology and technology, viral 

pathogenesis and molecular virology. Also, involved in various 

outreach programs, such as Hands on Science, International 

Science Festival, and customized science workshops to suit 

Primary and Intermediate school students.

Associate Professor Jacqui Leckie

Academic Teaching 

Staff

Department of Anthropology and 

Archaeology jacqui.leckie@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 8760 Dunedin

Pacific studies; Pacific studies - history, anthropology, gender; 

Fiji - gender, ethnicity, mental health, labour and work; 

Immigration and ethnicity in New Zealand.

Dr Christiane Leurquin Teaching Fellow Department of Languages & Culture christiane.leurquin@otago.ac.nz 03 479 9097 Dunedin

Literature and history of the French speaking Pacific islands, 

with a particular interest in the literature of New Caledonia.

NB: This is a work in progress document and not a complete record of Pacific-related research being conducted throughout the University of Otago.
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Dr Kiki Maoate

Associate Dean 

Pacific, Division of 

Health Sciences, UoO 

Christchurch Paediatric Surgery kiki@healthspecialists.co.nz 64 212 269 534 Christchurch

Governance, Community development, Workforce 

development, Global Health initiatives, Health leadership.

Dr Damien Mather

Marketing Senior 

Lecturer Department of Marketing damien.mather@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7694 Dunedin

Examining three major fields of enquiry: strategy, policy and 

branding in international business; pricing and distribution; 

and business communications. His areas of expertise include 

advanced quantitative research methods and techniques, 

customer analytics and market research.

Pacific business engagement and the drive to develop 

sustainable products whilst maximising their success.

Professor Lisa Matisoo-Smith

Professor of Biological 

Anthropology Department of Anatomy lisa.matisoo-smith@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 6827 Dunedin

Pacific prehistory, Ancient DNA; Human genetic/biological 

diversity; Evolution; New Zealand prehistory; Pacific 

settlement history; Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA); Human 

evolution.

Dr Andrea McDonald Research Fellow Department of Public Health andrea.mcdonald@otago.ac.nz 64 4 806 1616 Wellington

The impact of household crowding on infectious disease 

incidence and prevalence; epidemiology and public health, 

particularly in research that promotes equity and health 

improvement and is responsive to stakeholder needs.

 Professor Tony Merriman

Academic Teaching 

Staff Department of Biochemistry tony.merriman@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5798 Dunedin

Professor Merriman takes a genetic approach to 

understanding the causes of gout and other metabolic disease 

in Pacific people based in New Zealand. He has collaborations 

with the Pacific Trust Otago and the Pukapuka Community 

Group (Mangere).

Dr Rob Middag

Lecturer Chemical 

Oceanography

Department of Chemistry, 

NIWA/UoO Research Centre for 

Oceanography rob.middag@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7906 Dunedin

Working in the Pacific. Marine Chemistry /  Chemical 

Oceanography; Biogeochemical cycling of trace metals in the 

marine environment.

Professor Richard Morgan

Academic Teaching 

Staff Department of Geography rkm@geography.otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 8782 Dunedin

Environmental management in the Pacific; environmental 

impact assessment; social, health, and cultural impact 

assessment; environmental concerns; small island developing 

states (SIDS); capacity building; soil; ecosystems; human 

impacts.

Professor Pauline Norris

Associate Dean 

(Postgraduate 

Professional 

Programmes) School of Pharmacy pauline.norris@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479  7359 Dunedin

Access to and use of medicines by Pacific people in New 

Zealand and the Pacific.

Professor Jeremy Piggott Research Fellow Department of Zoology jeremy.piggott@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5855 Dunedin

Lead Author (Chapter 3: Freshwater), Regional Assessment 

of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services for Asia and 

the Pacific, Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and 

Ecosystem Services (IPBES; http://www.ipbes.net).

Dr Sandhya Ramrakha

Research Manager – 

Dunedin 

Multidisciplinary 

Health & 

Development 

Research Unit, 

Department of 

Psychology

 Dunedin Multidisciplinary Health 

and Development Study, Department 

of Psychology sandhya.ramrakha@dmhdru.otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5019 Dunedin

Examining the links between mental and sexual health, with 

specific reference to risky sexual behaviour. Examining the 

mental health and psychosocial correlates and consequences 

of skin conditions.

NB: This is a work in progress document and not a complete record of Pacific-related research being conducted throughout the University of Otago.
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Dr Greg Rawlings

Senior Lecturer in 

Social Anthropology

Department of Anthropology & 

Archaeology greg.rawlings@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 4905 Dunedin

Globalisation, transnationalism, citizenship; political, legal and 

economic anthropology; history & anthropology; 'race', 

nationality and human rights; regulation, money laundering, 

offshore finance centres & tax havens, governance, 

corruption, accountability.

Professor Michael Reilly

Academic Teaching 

Staff

Te Tumu: School of Maori, Pacific and 

Indigenous Studies michael.reilly@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 8676 Dunedin

Pacific history and traditions; Mangaian history; Traditional 

history in Eastern Polynesia (Cook Islands, Society Islands, 

Hawaiian Islands).

Dr Rose Richards Hessell

Associate Dean 

(Pacific), Dunedin 

School of Medicine 

and Co-Director / 

Research Fellow, 

Cancer Society Social 

and Behavioural 

Research Unit

Preventive & Social Medicine, Cancer 

Society Social and Behavioural 

Research Unit, Dunedin School of 

Medicine, Health Sciences rose.richards@otago.ac.nz

64 3 479 7177 & 

64 3 470 3482 Dunedin

Cancer awareness in Aotearoa New Zealand, Pacific health, 

physical activity, and health equity.

Dr Mohammed Rizwan Research Fellow

Department of Anatomy & 

Department of Physiology mohammed.rizwan@otago.ac.nz 64 3 470 3440 Dunedin

Neuroendocrine regulation of body weight and glucose 

homeostasis; investigating mechanisms that causes leptin 

resistance, which is a hallmark of obesity, in response to high 

fat diet; understanding the specific neuronal pathways 

involved in regulating bodyweight and glucose homeostasis.

Associate Professor Bruce Robertson Senior Lecturer Department of Zoology bruce.robertson@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 4110 Dunedin

The genetics of bird speciation and colonisation of Pacific 

Islands.

Dr Michelle Schaaf

Academic Teaching 

Staff

Te Tumu: School of Maori, Pacific and 

Indigenous Studies michelle.schaaf@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 8805 Dunedin

Diaspora; Identity; Pacific; Netball; Gender; Body; Culture; 

Physical activity; Education; Pacific well-being.

Dr Daryl Schwenke Senior Lecturer

Department of Physiology, Otago 

School of Medical Sciences daryl.schwenke@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7330 Dunedin

a) Sympathetic excitation following acute myocardial 

infarction: i)Central modulation of sympathetic nerve activity, 

ii)Therapeutic effects of ghrelin in acute heart failure.

 

b) Regulation of the pulmonary vasculature, i) Endothelial 

control of the pulmonary vasculature, ii) Sympathetic 

modulation, iii) Pathological changes in the pathogenesis of 

pulmonary hypertension, iv) Pulmonary vascular dysfunction 

in obesity.

Dr Margot Skinner Senior Lecturer School of Physiotherapy margot.skinner@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 7466 Dunedin

Physiotherapy in the global market and WCPT; Health 

profession ethics and registration; Health professional 

education in Asia Western Pacific region.

Faumuina  Associate 

Professor Faafetai Sopoaga

Senior Lecturer, 

Pacific Health and 

Associate Dean 

(Pacific), Dunedin 

School of Medicine

Department of Preventive & Social 

Medicine, Divison of Health Sciences tai.sopoaga@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 7088 Dunedin

Pacific Health; Public Health; Pacific region issues; Pacific 

workforce development; Pacific students and Pacific 

communities.

Professor Hamish Spencer

Academic Teaching 

Staff & Director of the 

Allan Wilson Centre Department of Zoology h.spencer@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7981 Dunedin

Phylogeography of Molluscs especially in NZ, Australia and the 

southern Pacific Ocean.

Dr Kate Stevens Postdoctoral Fellow Department of History & Art History kate.stevens@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5779 Dunedin

Pacific history, colonial history, legal history, gender history, 

Fiji, Vanuatu, New Caledonia, French Polynesia.

NB: This is a work in progress document and not a complete record of Pacific-related research being conducted throughout the University of Otago.
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Associate Professor Claudine Stirling

Isotope 

Geochemistry, 

Director, Community 

Trust of Otago Centre 

for Trace Element 

Analysis Department of Chemistry  cstirling@chemistry.otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 7932 Dunedin

Working in the Pacific. Isotopic and concentration analysis of 

trace metals in past and present marine and 

terrestrial environments with applications in 

(paleo)oceanography and (paleo)climatology. Pacific-focussed 

research projects: In the Pacific, this includes an investigation 

of the role of trace metals in the ocean's biological pump 

(which sequesters carbon dioxide from the atmosphere to the 

deep oceans), and is closely linked to global climate change. 

Another Marsden-funded study looks at the progression of 

anoxia in the past Pacific Ocean during warm, 

'super greenhouse' climates that occurred 50-100 million 

years ago, which will be used to inform and constrain future 

climate change scenarios. I have also assisted in studies of 

Pacific human migration patterns through the expertise I can 

provide in chemical tracing methods, such as Sr isotopic 

analysis.

Dr Maria Stubbe

Academic Teaching 

Staff

Primary Health Care & General 

Practice maria.stubbe@otago.ac.nz 64 4 806 1838 Wellington

Communication in health care; Cross-cultural communication; 

Health navigation and interpreting.

Professor Glenn Summerhayes

Academic Teaching 

Staff

Department of Anthropology and 

Archaeology glenn.summerhayes@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 8399 Dunedin

Archaeology of the western Pacific, in particular Papua New 

Guinea; Archaeology of East and Southeast Asia.

Dr Mele Taumoepeau Senior Lecturer Department of Psychology mele@psy.otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 4029 Dunedin

Preschoolers’ socio-emotional development; The role of 

parent-child conversations about mental states in children’s 

social understanding; Cross-cultural differences in parent-

child conversations about the mind and child language 

development.

Dr Tasileta Teevale Director Pacific Development tasileta.teevale@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 8604 Dunedin

Pacific youth health, obesity prevention, physical activity and 

public health in relation to Pacific Peoples in New Zealand.

Ms Ala Teu Residential Assistant Pacific Development ala.teu@otago.ac.nz Dunedin

Enablers and Barriers to Academic Success for First Year 

Pacific Students’ at the University of Otago.

Dr Reremoana Theodore Acting Co-Director

National Centre for Lifecourse 

Research, Department of Psychology moana.theodore@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 4171 Dunedin Lifecourse Research; Higher Education; Child Development.

Dr Tim Thomas Senior Lecturer

Department of Anthropology and 

Archaeology tim.thomas@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 5213 Dunedin

Solomon Islands; Archaeology and historical anthropology of 

Oceania; Material culture; Socio-cultural landscapes; 

Exchange; Cross-cultural contact; Colonisation; Human 

diversity.

Dr Ramona Tiatia Postdoctoral Fellow

Public Health, University of Otago, 

Wellington ramona.tiatia@otago.ac.nz

64 4 385 5999 xtn 

4897 Wellington

Qualitative research in: Pacific health; Public health; Housing; 

Community development; Prisoner health; Home dialysis; 

Health inequalities; Advocacy and engagement.  Crowding 

and the associated risks of rheumatic fever. Currently leading 

two social sector trials in Wellington. One involving the close 

collaboration of sectors to help families access heating to 

warm up their homes to improve & maintain wellness. The 

other investigating youth and whanau access to services. 

Ramona is working with colleagues of He Kainga 

Oranga/healthy Housing Research Programme to develop 

new software survey applications for housing research. 

NB: This is a work in progress document and not a complete record of Pacific-related research being conducted throughout the University of Otago.
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Dr Patrick Vakaoti

Senior Lecturer in 

Social Work

Department of Sociology, Gender & 

Social Work patrick.vakaoti@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 3074 Dunedin

Patrick is interested in sociological and community 

development work with young people. He works in Fiji and 

the Pacific region exploring youth issues like street-

frequenting and participation. His other interests include child 

protection and indigenous community development. Patrick’s 

work extends to consultancy research where he has worked 

with organisations like UNICEF Pacific, Pacific Leadership 

Programme (AusAID) and the Secretariat of the Pacific 

Community.

Associate Professor Jacques Van der Meer

Associate Dean 

(Academic & 

Research) College of Education jacques.vandermeer@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 4288 Dunedin

Transition into University and the experience of first-year 

students; Student retention; Peer-learning; Equitable access 

and participation in higher education; 

Pedagogical/andragogical approaches to enhancing student 

engagement.

Professor Richard Walter Head of Department

Department of Anthropology and 

Archaeology richard.walter@otago.ac.nz  64 3 479 8754 Dunedin

Richard works in the field of Pacific archaeology, indigenous 

history and cultural heritage management.  His research 

interests are in the prehistoric colonisation of the Pacific and 

in the development of complex societies of Melanesia and 

Polynesia. His main areas of research are the Solomon 

Islands, Cook Islands and New Zealand.  In addition to his 

archaeological work, Richard works on community based 

cultural heritage and conservation programmes in New 

Zealand and the Solomon Islands. 

Dr Sara Walton

Senior Lecturer in 

Business, 

Sustainability & the 

Natural Environment Department of Management sara.walton@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 5108 Dunedin

Leading the Lighting Vanuatu project, funded by AusAID 

within the Vanuatu Governance for Growth (GfG) Program; 

Working with AusAid with renewable energy projects in the 

Pacific; Business sustainability; Completion of a project on 

social enterprise in the Pacific with Professor Brendon Gray.

Dr Angela Wanhalla

Academic Teaching 

Staff Department of History & Art History angela.wanhalla@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 8462 Dunedin

The fate of children born of American servicemen and 

indigenous women in the South Pacific Command during 

World War II.

Associate Professor Lisa Warrington

Academic Teaching 

Staff

Theatre Studies, Department of 

Music lisa.warrington@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 8895 Dunedin New Zealand and Pacific Island theatre.

Associate Professor Erika Wolf

Associate Professor, 

Programme in Art 

History History and Art History erika.wolf@otago.ac.nz 64 3 479 9012 Dunedin Photography in the Pacific; Contemporary art in the Pacific.
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