
 Department of Population Health 

PhD Opportunities 

Christchurch 

Research Interests - Potential Topic Areas - Supervisors 

For more information about 
the PhD at the Christchurch campus please contact  

Ruth Helms  ruth.helms@otago.ac.nz 
Interested students are encouraged to visit the website to view staff profiles 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/christchurch/departments/populationhealth/ourpeople/ 
 
 

• Evidence Based 
Practice 

• Quality 
Improvement 

• Systematic Reviews 
/ Meta-Analysis 

• Health Services 
Research 

• Epidemiological 
Approaches 

 
Dr Phil Hider 

• Health Economics 
• Alcohol and Drugs 
• Survey Methods 
 
Dr Ian Sheerin 

• Population Health 
Interventions 

• Clinical Trails 
• Statistical 

Methods 
Dr Jonathan 
Williman 

• Communicable 
Diseases 

• Environmental 
Health Policy 

• Mixed methods 
 
Dr Cheryl Brunton 

• Bayesian Modelling 
• Causal Inference 
• Institutional 

Performance 
Comparisons 

• Bayesian Data 
Mining in 
Pharmacovigilance 

 
Dr John Pearson 

• Health Professionals 
• Health Promotion 
• Social Theory  
• Qualitative Methods 
 
Dr Lee Thompson 

 
• Social Determinants of Health 
• Social Policy 
• Vulnerable Populations 
• Qualitative and Mixed Method Approaches 
  A/Prof Gillian Abel 
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