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Orientation- RHD screening 

• Screening for previously unidentified RHD heart 
disease in children/young people 

• Involves using portable ECHO to identify 
children/young people with cardiac changes that may 
be consistent with RHD 

• Individuals are then referred to tertiary health services 
for fuller assessment, diagnosis and appropriate 
treatment. 

• Population screening is not just about case detection, 
changing the health outcomes of people with RHD  

- Reduce disease progression through preventing 
recurrences of ARF 

- Reducing premature cardiac deaths  
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Neuroblastoma screening 
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Screening starts 



Neuroblastoma screening 
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• The condition is a suitable candidate for screening 

• There is a suitable test 

• There is effective and accessible treatment  

• There is high quality evidence (ideally RCTs) that a 
screening programme is effective in reducing mortality 
or morbidity 

• The potential benefit outweighs the potential harms 

• The health care system is capable of supporting the 
necessary elements of the screening pathway 

• There is consideration of social and ethical issues 

• There is consideration of cost benefit issues 
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Should we screen in the absence of 

evidence of effectiveness? 

8 



• Cost-effectiveness and benefits/ harms  

• Opportunity cost 

• Beyond reasonable doubt 

• Impact of decreasing RF incidence 

• Underlying assumptions 
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Shameless plug  
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