
RESEARCH NEWS 
Current Funding Opportunities 

RESEARCH AND ENTERPRISE 

Updates and Announcements from week commencing 29 June 2026 
******************* 

Transition Research Fund (TRF) 2027 – Updated 

Big Picture: What’s Changing: NZ research funding is moving to a mission-led system aligned to national priorities 
“pillars”.  

There is a shift from “fit to scheme/mechanism” to fit to pillar + impact story. 

Key message: TRF is a transitional, impact-led fund. Marsden and Endeavour funds no longer exist in the new 
system. The TRF is not designed to replace these, it is designed to be a transition to future funding models.  

Pillars (high-level priorities) 
• Primary Industries & Bioeconomy

• Technology for Prosperity

• Environmental Sustainability & Resilience

• Healthy People & Thriving Society

Each of the Pillars have five or six identified Challenges with an associated Opportunity. 

TRF proposals MUST align to a pillar and associated “opportunity” with a clear narrative of impact. 
Strong emphasis on: 

o Impact for New Zealand

o Alignment to government priorities

o Collaboration (end-users, partners)

Key message: Applicants must choose ONE pillar for applications (even if work spans multiple pillars). 

Three Funding Mechanisms for TRF: 

• Talent Development (only supporting emerging researchers and future talent aligned to the Technology for

Prosperity pillar)

• Projects (innovative, high-impact research)

• Programmes (larger, collaborative and longer-term initiatives)

I want to apply - what do I do next? 
1. Read the Science Investment Plan to understand high-level pillars and opportunities then

2. Contact your RA or BDM to register your interest.

We’re working on an internal process as there is a cap on the number of proposals that can be
submitted for each mechanism per organisation. More information will be communicated in the
following weeks. For now, please refer to the following links for available detail:
2027 Transition Research Fund Gazette 23 Jun 2026
Transition Research Fund Investment Plan 2027
Transition Research Fund 2027 overview

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/agencies-policies-and-budget-initiatives/science-investment-plan-2026-2036
https://gazette.govt.nz/notice/id/2026-go3395
https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/funding-information-and-opportunities/investment-funds/transition-research-fund-2027/investment-plan-2027
https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/funding-information-and-opportunities/investment-funds/transition-research-fund-2027
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******************* 
Important changes to the Health Research Council (HRC) 2027 Project and Programme 
Grants - NEW 
Health Research Council of New Zealand (HRC) have made some important changes to the application and 
assessment process for the 2027 Project and Programme Grant funding round. Refer here for an overview of these 
changes. Upcoming Research News editions and RAS will include important information about deadlines once the 
guidelines are published.  

Health Research Council 2027 Project and Programme Grants Webinar - NEW 
To help researchers applying for the 2027 Project and Programme funding rounds, HRC are holding a webinar on 
Wednesday 1 July from 12noon to 12.45pm. This webinar will include information on the updates that HRC have 
made to the application guidelines for this funding round and answer questions that you might have about the 
process. 

You can register for the webinar here. The webinar recording will be available online as soon as possible. 
******************* 

Cancer Society National Research Grant Round – NEW 
The Cancer Society National Research Grant round introduces three distinct grant opportunities. 

• Postdoctoral Fellowships

• Clinical Trials Access – Project Grant

• Robert McClelland Fellowship (RMCF)
Refer here for further information about each of these rounds. Further information about due dates is available in 
RAS and the funding calendar below. 

******************* 
Cancer Research Trust Zoom Q&A 
Join the Cancer Research Trust's General Manager for answers to questions about the grant application process, 
details of co-funding opportunities and top tips for applicants. Monday 13 July 12.00pm-1.00pm. Register here 

Cancer Research Trust grant writing workshop 
View the Dunedin grant writing workshop here.  Please register as soon as possible. 

******************* 

https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F_b_xeUeY4cZ%3Fe%3Dd3f4f5ac1b%26c2id%3D7c7a3eb3278842f51ae47d7dcd073734&data=05%7C02%7Csarah-jane.robertson%40otago.ac.nz%7Ce88865c921bd42077cbd08ded0e0e819%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639177861578865415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DPWNf9C%2FfLvk9u%2BpmdGEh6IVTpLvYgG73PagzLqZ%2FpQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cancer.org.nz/about-us/cancer-research/national-research-grant-round-2026/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/3x8UbUWVT7iFkWcNkhMKow
https://events.humanitix.com/host/cancer-research-trust-new-zealand
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Marie Krogh Young Women in Science Prize  
A prestigious award that aims to recognise and celebrate outstanding young women in science and medicine who 
embody Innovation, Leadership and Impact. In 2026, the prize is open to New Zealanders for the first time. 
Applications Close 5 July 2026 (Midnight AEST). Read more about this prize here 

******************* 
He Ara Whakahihiko Capability Fund 2027 Investment Round - Updated 
Proposal submission period opens 15 July 2026. Please visit the He Ara Whakahihiko Capability Fund web page for 
more details. Further details will follow in upcoming research news editions and in RAS. 
 
The recording, transcript and presentation and a summary of questions and answers from the He Ara Whakahihiko 
Capability Fund webinar are now available. You can access these on MBIE’s website in two locations: 

• Ara Whaihua Call for proposals 2027 Investment round webpage 
• Rangapū Rangahau Call for Proposals 2027 Investment round webpage 

 

******************* 
New Zealand Association of Scientists (NZAS) 2026 Science Medals  
Applications are invited for the following NZAS science medals - Marsden Medal, Shorland Medal, Hill Tinsley 
Medal, Cranwell Medal, Scientific Workers Medal. To apply, complete the Airtable application form by 03 August 
2026. Applicants can apply directly or can be nominated.  

******************* 
Otago Innovation 20th Anniversary Proof of Concept Competition  
Celebrating 20 years, Proof of Concept 2026 offers three prizes celebrating people and projects solving real-word 
problems with big, bold, innovative ideas: 

1. $100,000 R&D investment to progress an idea toward commercial application 
2. $100,000 convertible note to accelerate formation of a spin out company 
3. $6,000 Postgraduate internship with support undertaking planning, market research, customer discovery, 

competitor analysis and business case development 
 
Applications close: 5pm 17 July 2026. Open to all University of Otago academics, post-docs and PhD candidates 

******************* 
Royal Society Te Apārangi postgraduate scholarships  
Two postgraduate scholarships are now open for application, with a closing date of 31 August 2026: 
RHT Bates Postgraduate Scholarship - Study award of $6,000 for a PhD in the Physical Sciences and Engineering in a 
New Zealand university, with a focus on information/image processing 
The Sir Hugh Kawharu Masters Scholarship for Innovation in Science - a $10,000 scholarship for study by Māori at 
masters level in the sciences.  
Details of how to apply can be found here: https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities 

******************* 
Frontiers Planet Prize 
The 5th edition of the Frontiers Planet Prize is now open. Three prizes of USD 1 million awarded to breakthrough 
research enabling healthy lives on a healthy planet. If you are interested or want additional information, contact 
the Office of the DVC Research and Innovation at dvc.research@otago.ac.nz.  

******************* 
Horizon Europe 
To learn more, please refer to this special research news which has been updated for 2026, this document and the 
Funding and Tenders Portal.  

******************* 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES from Week Commencing 29 June 2026 

https://www.novonordisk.com.au/marie-krogh-prize.html
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscienceskillsandinnovation.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tuvuyyd-patuhybk-t%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cresearch%40otago.ac.nz%7C1e541cfd2a82499fec2608deb6db5e63%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639149250449793355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WmBRDxJSf63tHP%2BlqwGeaJiCIG77TTSg6Su%2B6xwWnNs%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscienceskillsandinnovation.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tujujyhd-ptjjkihel-y%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csarah-jane.robertson%40otago.ac.nz%7Cf6d76043a58647fcacd408ded62b24ea%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639183677972011669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=asBR4Xqa8Pa2vYqwYIXHUlTThPHxWPKyWjXHCmmdq4I%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fscienceskillsandinnovation.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fr-l-tujujyhd-ptjjkihel-j%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csarah-jane.robertson%40otago.ac.nz%7Cf6d76043a58647fcacd408ded62b24ea%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639183677972030431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ox1jeuRFqjH%2Bt4VaJDn9%2Fnwr3Hzpy1XwxuA05XiPX70%3D&reserved=0
https://scientists.org.nz/Awards/
https://scientists.org.nz/how-to-apply
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalsociety.org.nz%2Fwhat-we-do%2Ffunds-and-opportunities%2Fr-h-t-bates-postgraduate-scholarship&data=05%7C02%7Cresearch%40otago.ac.nz%7C19a4224e1939453b4c5908dec0e83e99%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639160300904525354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gcv6siD6%2BELL1ZVV3u5wzP0cJiXdDDgHDwZJDeprJXU%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalsociety.org.nz%2Fwhat-we-do%2Ffunds-and-opportunities%2Fthe-sir-hugh-kawharu-masters-scholarship-for-innovation-in-science&data=05%7C02%7Cresearch%40otago.ac.nz%7C19a4224e1939453b4c5908dec0e83e99%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639160300904562750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YzcqFifyfzC1vZGOEXOIrSoxkVg1gR75Ds4%2F2z9O3xs%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.royalsociety.org.nz%2Fwhat-we-do%2Ffunds-and-opportunities&data=05%7C02%7Cresearch%40otago.ac.nz%7C19a4224e1939453b4c5908dec0e83e99%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639160300904587850%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bn3kBBdolCnN4HpmG6cKBOkRYeHxqcMAUsrYbpKtIlE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.frontiersplanetprize.org/
mailto:dvc.research@otago.ac.nz
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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TYPE AF Awards and Fellowships 

RE Research projects and Equipment grants 

TC Funding for Travel and Conferences (attendance/registration) 

Oth 
Other grants (including research support for proposal development, dissemination of findings 
through hui or stakeholder meetings, running conferences/workshops, etc) 

ONLINE APPLICATIONS Where applications are to be submitted through an online portal, please note that a 

budget is still required via the financials tab in RAS and must be submitted to your Research Advisor by the due 
date detailed below. 

DUE DATE (Internal Deadline): 
Applicable to all Researchers, please register your interest in a fund (via RAS) early with your Research Advisor, so 
that support can be provided. Submit your application and completed RAS budget to your Research Advisor by the 
internal due date.  

NEW TYPE FUNDING BODY FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 
INTERNAL 
DUE DATE 

AF 
Royal Society Te 
Apārangi 

Aotearoa New Zealand Tāwhia te Mana 
Research Fellowships 
• Mana Tūārangi Distinguished Researcher
Fellowship
• Mana Tūānuku Research Leader
Fellowship
• Mana Tūāpapa Future Leader Fellowship

1-Jul-2026

RE 
Auckland Medical 
Research 
Foundation 

Jean Cathie Fund – Expression of Interest 7-Jul-2026

RE 
John Templeton 
Foundation 

Templeton Small Grants - Online Funding 
Enquiry 

7-Jul-2026

RE 
Prime Ministers 
Space Prizes 
Secretariat 

Prime Ministers Space Prizes 13-Jul-2026

TC 
Royal Society Te 
Apārangi 

Catalyst: Seeding 15-Jul-2026

https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/tawhia-te-mana/mana-tuarangi
https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/tawhia-te-mana/mana-tuarangi
https://www.medicalresearch.org.nz/applications
https://www.medicalresearch.org.nz/applications
https://www.medicalresearch.org.nz/applications
https://www.templeton.org/grants/grant-calendar
https://www.templeton.org/grants/grant-calendar
https://pmspaceprizes.org.nz/professional-apply/
https://pmspaceprizes.org.nz/professional-apply/
https://pmspaceprizes.org.nz/professional-apply/
https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/catalyst-fund/catalyst-seeding
https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/catalyst-fund/catalyst-seeding


 

5 RESEARCH AND ENTERPRISE  

 

RESEARCH NEWS     5 

NEW TYPE FUNDING BODY FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 
INTERNAL 
DUE DATE 

 AF 
Health Research 
Council of New 
Zealand 

• Pacific Health Research Postdoctoral 
Fellowship 

• Pacific Health Research Masters 
Scholarship 

• Pacific Health PhD Scholarships 

• Māori Health Research Postdoctoral 
Fellowships 

• Māori Health Research Masters 
Scholarships 

• Māori Health Research PhD Scholarships 

• Health Delivery Research Career 
Development Award  

15-Jul-2026 

 TC 
National Heart 
Foundation 

RHD World Congress Travel Grants 16-Jul-2026 

 RE 
Vic Davis Memorial 
Trust 

Research Grant 23-Jul-2026 

 AF 
Vic Davis Memorial 
Trust 

Postgraduate Scholarship 23-Jul-2026 

 AF 
Social Science 
Research Council 

The LEGO Foundation Fellowship 23-Jul-2026 

NEW RE 
Cancer Society of 
New Zealand 

Clinical Trials Access – Project Grant 
Expression of Interest 

24-Jul-2026 

NEW AF 
Cancer Society of 
New Zealand 

Postdoctoral Fellowships Expression of 
Interest 

24-Jul-2026 

 RE 
Cancer Research 
Trust New Zealand 

• Project Grant 

• Special Purpose Grant 
28-Jul-2026 

 AF 
Cancer Research 
Trust New Zealand 

• Murray Jackson Clinical Fellowship 

• John Gavin Postdoctoral Fellowship 

• Postgraduate Scholarship 

28-Jul-2026 

 RE Cure Kids Project Grant 29-Jul-2026 

 AF 
Neurological 
Foundation of New 
Zealand 

First Fellowship 
Senior Clinical Research Fellowship 
VJ Chapman Fellowship 
O’Brien Clinical Fellowship 
Doctoral Scholarship 
Neurology Postgraduate Scholarship 
Summer Studentship 

10-Aug-2026 

NEW AF 
Tūpuna Maunga 
Authority  

• Scholarship 

• Residency 
21-Aug-2026 

https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/pacific-health-research/2027-pacific-health-research-postdoctoral-fellowship
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/pacific-health-research/2027-pacific-health-research-postdoctoral-fellowship
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/pacific-health-research/2027-pacific-health-research-masters-scholarship
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/pacific-health-research/2027-pacific-health-research-masters-scholarship
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/pacific-health-research/2027-pacific-health-research-phd-scholarships
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/maori-health-research/2027-maori-health-research-postdoctoral-fellowships
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/maori-health-research/2027-maori-health-research-postdoctoral-fellowships
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/maori-health-research/2027-maori-health-research-masters-scholarships
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/maori-health-research/2027-maori-health-research-masters-scholarships
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/maori-health-research/2027-maori-health-research-phd-scholarships
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/people-focused-funding/2027-health-delivery-research-career-development-award
https://gateway.hrc.govt.nz/funding/people-focused-funding/2027-health-delivery-research-career-development-award
https://heartnz-cp.enquire.cloud/round/RND-0000052/1080
https://heartnz-cp.enquire.cloud/round/RND-0000052/1080
https://vicdavistrust.org/
https://vicdavistrust.org/
https://vicdavistrust.org/
https://vicdavistrust.org/
https://www.ssrc.org/programs/the-lego-foundation-fellowship/
https://www.ssrc.org/programs/the-lego-foundation-fellowship/
https://www.cancer.org.nz/about-us/cancer-research/national-research-grant-round-2026/
https://www.cancer.org.nz/about-us/cancer-research/national-research-grant-round-2026/
https://www.cancer.org.nz/about-us/cancer-research/national-research-grant-round-2026/
https://www.cancer.org.nz/about-us/cancer-research/national-research-grant-round-2026/
https://www.cancerresearchtrustnz.org.nz/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.cancerresearchtrustnz.org.nz/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.cancerresearchtrustnz.org.nz/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.cancerresearchtrustnz.org.nz/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.curekids.org.nz/landing/research-portal
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/2026BFirstFellowship
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/2026BSeniorClinicalResearchFellowship
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/2026BVJChapmanFellowship
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/2026BOBrienClinicalFellowship
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/2026BDoctoralScholarship
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/2026BNeurologyPostgraduateScholarship
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/2026BSummerStudentship
https://aucklandcouncil.smartygrants.com.au/TMAResearchScholarship2026
https://aucklandcouncil.smartygrants.com.au/TMAResidency26-27
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NEW TYPE FUNDING BODY FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 
INTERNAL 
DUE DATE 

 RE 
Neurological 
Foundation of New 
Zealand 

Project Grant 
Small Project Grant 

24-Aug-2026 

 AF 
Cancer Research 
Institute 

CRI Irvington Postdoctoral Fellowship 24-Aug-2026 

 AF 
Scientific 
Committee on 
Antarctic Research 

SCAR Fellowship Scheme 27-Aug-2026 

 RE 
Royal National 
Institute for Deaf 
People (RNID) 

Discovery Research Grant Prelim 
Translational Research Grant Prelim 

2-Sep-2026 

NEW AF 
NZ-UK Link 
Foundation 

NZ-UK Link Foundation Fellowship 10-Sep-2026 

NEW RE 
Brian Mason 
Scientific and 
Technical Trust 

Project Grant 22-Sep-2026 

 AF 
Cancer Research 
Trust New Zealand 

Professional Development Award 23-Sep-2026 

 TC 
Cancer Research 
Trust New Zealand 

Cancer Education + Development Awards 23-Sep-2026 

NEW AF 
Cancer Society of 
New Zealand 

Robert McClelland Fellowship 2-Oct-2026 

Recurring Funding Opportunities 

NEW TYPE FUNDING BODY FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DUE DATE 

 RE 
New Zealand Brain 
Tumour Trust 

Research Grant Anytime 

 TC 
Neurological 
Foundation of New 
Zealand 

Education and Training Event Grants  
Education and Training Resource Grant 
Travel Grants 

Anytime 

 RE Rule Foundation Research Grants Anytime 

 RE 
Southland Medical 
Foundation 

Research Grants Anytime 

 RE 
Cancer Society - 
Southern Division 

Special Project Grant 
Local Grant Applications 

Anytime  

 
Other funding opportunities – discuss with Research Advisor if interested in applying 

• AINSE refer here for upcoming and open opportunities 

https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/2026B-Project
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/2026BSmallProject
https://www.cancerresearch.org/cri-irvington-postdoctoral-fellowship
https://www.cancerresearch.org/cri-irvington-postdoctoral-fellowship
https://scar.org/fellowships-awards/fellowships?mc_cid=b371e47f36
https://scar.org/fellowships-awards/fellowships?mc_cid=b371e47f36
https://scar.org/fellowships-awards/fellowships?mc_cid=b371e47f36
https://rnid.org.uk/what-we-do/biomedical-research/apply-for-funding/discovery-research-grant/
https://rnid.org.uk/what-we-do/biomedical-research/apply-for-funding/translational-grant/
https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/nzuk-link-foundation-fellowships
https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/nzuk-link-foundation-fellowships
https://brianmasontrust.org/applications-reporting/
https://brianmasontrust.org/applications-reporting/
https://brianmasontrust.org/applications-reporting/
https://www.cancerresearchtrustnz.org.nz/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.cancerresearchtrustnz.org.nz/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.cancerresearchtrustnz.org.nz/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.cancerresearchtrustnz.org.nz/apply-for-a-grant
https://www.cancer.org.nz/about-us/cancer-research/national-research-grant-round-2026/
https://www.cancer.org.nz/about-us/cancer-research/national-research-grant-round-2026/
https://www.nzbtt.org.nz/cure/
https://www.nzbtt.org.nz/cure/
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/education-and-training-event-grant
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/education-and-training-resource-grant
https://grants.neurological.org.nz/grants/travel
https://rulefoundation.nz/
http://www.southlandmedicalfoundation.org.nz/application-form.html
http://www.southlandmedicalfoundation.org.nz/application-form.html
https://www.cancer.org.nz/about-us/cancer-research/regional-research-grants/
https://www.cancer.org.nz/about-us/cancer-research/regional-research-grants/
https://www.ainse.edu.au/
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• Fulbright New Zealand - Fulbright NZ offers a variety of awards throughout the year, some in conjunction 

with Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga. Refer here for open and upcoming opportunities. Professor Phil Bremer is 
the Fulbright New Zealand Campus Advisor for the University of Otago. Find Phil’s contact details here. 

If you have any queries or would like further information regarding any of these Funding Opportunities, please 
contact your Research Advisor. Contact details are available on the Research and Enterprise Website.  
 

To subscribe to Research News  
Email research@otago.ac.nz, with subject line: ‘Subscribe to Research News’ NB: Research News is intended for 
University of Otago staff and students. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION REGARDING RESEARCH FUNDING AT OTAGO  
When you need to contact us 
Staff are reminded that every application for external research funding must come through Research and 
Enterprise, via your Research Advisor. Please contact for advice. All grant applications and proposals should be 
submitted by academic staff. Please inform your Research Advisor if you intend to apply as Principal Investigator for 
any contestable funding, whether advertised here or not, at the beginning of the development of your application. 
The same situation exists if you have been approached by researchers at another institution/organisation to 
collaborate on a funding proposal where Otago is not the lead institution and/or is not submitting the proposal. 
 

Requirement for Field of Research (FOR) and Socio-Economic Objective (SEO) codes  
Universities are required to report to the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment on FOR and SEO codes 
for all research and commercial projects, see MBIE requirements. A link to the codes is provided in the help section 
in RAS. Please talk to your Research Advisor or Business Development Manager if you have any queries regarding 
the codes. In RAS, these codes must be entered in the initial set-up steps of applications/projects. 
 
The UoO Policy Document on Externally Funded Research outlines both the need for and the usage of the budget 
builder. 
 

Panui Rangahau Māori – Māori Research Consultation  
For researchers submitting to NTRCC work within your divisions, department, and your Research Advisors to 
develop your Vision Mātauranga Policy statements and to progress developing your ideas toward ethics approval. 
Document your thoughts regarding VM, relevance to Māori, and pathways to impact on society, this is all valuable 
thinking even in early stages. Your Research Advisors will be able to provide support in the first instance or may 
choose to escalate if necessary. 
 
For Christchurch researchers: the Māori Health Advancement Programme for researchers at UOC has two 
components: a professional development programme and a new research review process. For all information about 
how to complete the professional development programme and complete the research review process please head 
to this page: https://www.otago.ac.nz/christchurch/services/researchoffice/maoriconsultation 

For any queries or pātai please email the Kaitohutohu Rangahau Māori/Māori Research Advisor at: 
maorihealthadvancement.uoc@otago.ac.nz 

Ethics and Regulatory Consents  
The University requires that any research involving human participants and/or animals is conducted in accordance 
with the highest ethical standards. Where appropriate, compliance includes ethical approval from the relevant 
ethics committee. Please refer to our Ethics and Regulatory Consents webpage for further information. 
 
Human Ethics applications and assessment via Conduit  
All applications for Human Ethics consents and amendments (Health, Minimal Risk Health Research (MRHR), 
Category A Non-Health, Category B Low Risk Non-Health) must now be made via Conduit. This system replaces all 

https://fulbright.org.nz/study-in-the-united-states/awards-for-nz-graduate-students/fulbright-new-zealand-general-graduate-awards/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/graduate-research/scholarships/otago008288.html
http://www.otago.ac.nz/research/contacts/#research
mailto:research@otago.ac.nz
https://www.otago.ac.nz/research/contacts/#research
https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/research-and-data/anzsrc
https://www.otago.ac.nz/administration/policies/administration-of-externally-funded-research-policy
https://www.otago.ac.nz/research/contacts/#research-advisers
https://www.otago.ac.nz/research/contacts/#research-advisers
https://www.otago.ac.nz/christchurch/services/researchoffice/maoriconsultation
mailto:maorihealthadvancement.uoc@otago.ac.nz
http://www.otago.ac.nz/research/proposals/otago004486.html
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previous methods of applying for Human Ethical consents. Note that applications for Animal Use protocols will 
remain via IARMS. Access the web-based system via this link and using your Otago University log in and password. 
 

For recorded online training sessions, further resources and more information about Conduit on this SharePoint 
site: https://otagouni.sharepoint.com/sites/Conduit/SitePages/training-home.aspx The Research Integrity Office 
(who manage the Human Ethics application process) are happy to talk through questions or queries you may have 
about ethics applications. Contact them on humanethics@otago.ac.nz 
 

Checklist for submitting grant proposals  
Remember to include: 
• Copy of the application (signed by applicant, and HoD/Dean if requested by funder) 
• Completed budget (in RAS)  
• Evidence of Māori Research Consultation  
• Ethical / Regulatory approvals (if required and already approved) 

Research and Enterprise then obtains the authorised signature of the University for you (if required), copies the 
application (when required), and sends it to the funding body by the due date. 
 

University of Otago Bridging Scheme Register and Continuation of Research Achievement Grant 
(CRAG) for External-Grant-Funded Research-Only Staff 
Further information about the Bridging Scheme which provides a mechanism to protect the continued 
contributions of Research-Only Principal Investigators can be found here.  
 

The Continuation of Research Achievement Grant (CRAG) supports highly productive research leaders within 
the University in the event of significant grant failure. Application Forms and Guidelines can be found here. 
 

Contact Details for General Enquiries 
R&E Research Office: research@otago.ac.nz 
Research Finance: research.finance@otago.ac.nz  

https://conduit.otago.ac.nz/
https://otagouni.sharepoint.com/sites/Conduit/SitePages/training-home.aspx
mailto:humanethics@otago.ac.nz
http://www.otago.ac.nz/research/forms/4_University_of_Otago_Forms_Guidelines/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/research/forms/4_University_of_Otago_Forms_Guidelines/CRAG_Appln_Form_Guidelines
mailto:research@otago.ac.nz
mailto:research.finance@otago.ac.nz




Horizon Europe Pillar II: Global Challenges and European industrial Competitiveness  
 
 
The Pillar II Work Programme is divided into 6 interdisciplinary “Clusters:” 


Cluster 1: Health  
Cluster 2: Culture, Creativity & Inclusive Society  
Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society  
Cluster 4: Digital, Industry, Space  
Cluster 5: Climate, Energy & Mobility  
Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture & Environment 


Click on the Funding & Tenders Portal link to view current Horizon Europe Pillar II work programme calls. 


You can filter on ‘Call’ dropdown tab with ‘HORIZON-CL’ to view current clusters 


 


 
Please contact your Research Advisor (RA) or Business Development Manager (BDM) if you are interested in 
finding out more about Horizon Europe Pillar II or applying.  
 


 



https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-1-health_en

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society_en

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-3-civil-security-society_en

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-4-digital-industry-and-space_en

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-5-climate-energy-and-mobility_en

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-6-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment_en

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

https://www.otago.ac.nz/research/contacts
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1. What’s New? 


 


Otago Horizon Europe Digital Assistant Now Live 


 


We are pleased to announce that the Otago Horizon Europe Digital Assistant is now live 


for all University of Otago staff. The tool runs on Microsoft Copilot within the University’s 


secure M365 environment, meaning your data remains inside Otago’s protected tenant. 


Staff must be logged into their University account, and you should always see the green 


shield confirming you are in the safeguarded version of Copilot. 


 


 


 


We value your input 


Please take a moment to share your thoughts and feedback on our Horizon Europe 
Special Edition Newsletter. Your insights will help us improve and better serve our 
community. You can send your feedback to kosta.tabakakis@otago.ac.nz.  



mailto:kosta.tabakakis@otago.ac.nz
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The Assistant is designed to help you resolve initial Horizon Europe queries quickly—


covering eligibility, proposal structure, budgeting rules, Open Science, ethics, and 


post-award processes—while ensuring alignment with Otago’s policies and EU 


requirements. Research & Enterprise staff will, of course, remain fully available to provide 


personalised support for complex queries and proposal development. 


 


Please remember: Copilot must only be used with documents stored in approved University 


M365 locations and correctly sensitivity-labelled. Do not upload or use Copilot with 


Restricted data, highly confidential material, unpublished sensitive research data, or 


information subject to contractual, ethical, or regulatory limits. If unsure, contact 


cybersecurity@otago.ac.nz. 


 


Access the Digital Assistant here:  


https://m365.cloud.microsoft:443/chat/?titleId=T_49f49536-5f5a-fa75-c773-


0a0baae015e7&source=embedded-builder  
 


For any questions or feedback on the Digital Assistant, please contact: 


kosta.tabakakis@otago.ac.nz  


 


 


European Partnerships 


 


Opportunities for funding in the European Partnership for Brain Health (EP-BH) have opened. Funding 
will support multinational and translational research projects. 


This landmark initiative brings together 54 partners across 33 countries with a commitment of over 
€500 million to advance brain health research over the next decade. We are now inviting ambitious, 
interdisciplinary research consortia that include New Zealand researchers and community members 
to apply for funding for Call 1: Neurological, Mental and Sensory Disorders. 


This call aims to explore how biological, social and environmental factors affect the trajectory of brain 
health across the lifespan, with a focus on improving prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and care. 


 


Key Information: 


• Applications close: March 10, 2026 


• Funding Duration: Up to 3 years 


• Consortium Requirements: 3-6 research partners from at least 3 different countries 


• Eligibility: Universities, research institutions, hospitals, SMEs, patient organisations, and 


more 



mailto:cybersecurity@otago.ac.nz

https://m365.cloud.microsoft/chat/?titleId=T_49f49536-5f5a-fa75-c773-0a0baae015e7&source=embedded-builder

https://m365.cloud.microsoft/chat/?titleId=T_49f49536-5f5a-fa75-c773-0a0baae015e7&source=embedded-builder

mailto:kosta.tabakakis@otago.ac.nz
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• New Zealand specific details and criteria for 2026 applications are stated here - 


https://www.brainhealth-partnership.eu/wp-
content/uploads/NationalAnnexesCompiledCall-1.pdf 


o NZD$100K to support salary, research costs, travel (but not overheads), must be at a 
New Zealand organization, Māori Health Advancement statement required and some 
additional information to be submitted mid-February to ep-bh-nz@otago.ac.nz.  


 


Learn More & Apply: 


Full details on scope, eligibility criteria, and application guidelines are available at: 


https://www.brainhealth-partnership.eu/calls/jtc2026-neurological-mental-sensory-
disorders/ 


 


Please be in touch if you have questions. 


  


 


 


BE READY Joint Transnational Call 2026 – Pandemic Preparedness 


 


The European Partnership for Pandemic Preparedness (BE READY) has launched its 


Joint Transnational Call (JTC) 2026, supporting international, interdisciplinary research 


to strengthen preparedness for future pandemics. 


 


The call aims to advance understanding of host–pathogen interactions and disease-driven 


pathophysiology, with a strong focus on identifying novel therapeutic and vaccine-relevant 



https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brainhealth-partnership.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FNationalAnnexesCompiledCall-1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckosta.tabakakis%40otago.ac.nz%7C7c4ecda6c3a44b809a9308de5143a8e3%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639037548216133088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tGLr2UOom3G5oU9a%2BbH2%2Fmhrqv%2BjsSyyApdLpPdAkrg%3D&reserved=0

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brainhealth-partnership.eu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FNationalAnnexesCompiledCall-1.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ckosta.tabakakis%40otago.ac.nz%7C7c4ecda6c3a44b809a9308de5143a8e3%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639037548216133088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tGLr2UOom3G5oU9a%2BbH2%2Fmhrqv%2BjsSyyApdLpPdAkrg%3D&reserved=0

mailto:ep-bh-nz@otago.ac.nz

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brainhealth-partnership.eu%2Fcalls%2Fjtc2026-neurological-mental-sensory-disorders%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckosta.tabakakis%40otago.ac.nz%7C7c4ecda6c3a44b809a9308de5143a8e3%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639037548216149204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1UehVVM1TEQGuGJdGb49jHVYNChv7CZ%2Fuw%2BF3YXdHUU%3D&reserved=0

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brainhealth-partnership.eu%2Fcalls%2Fjtc2026-neurological-mental-sensory-disorders%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckosta.tabakakis%40otago.ac.nz%7C7c4ecda6c3a44b809a9308de5143a8e3%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639037548216149204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1UehVVM1TEQGuGJdGb49jHVYNChv7CZ%2Fuw%2BF3YXdHUU%3D&reserved=0
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targets for emerging and re-emerging viruses. Research must be hypothesis-driven and 


aligned with a One Health approach. Projects may address specific virus families (including 


Coronaviridae, Flaviviridae, Orthomyxoviridae and others) or take a transferable 


“Pathogen X” approach. Clinical studies and antimicrobial-resistant pathogens are out of 


scope. 


 


Proposals require an international consortium of at least three partners from three 


participating countries. New Zealand is an eligible participating country, with funding 


available via the New Zealand Institute for Public Health and Forensic Science (PHF 


Science). New Zealand institutions may participate in one consortium only. 


 


Pre-proposals close 13 April 2026 (13:00 CET). 


Projects may run for up to 36 months, with anticipated starts in 2027. 


👉 Full call details: https://beready4pandemics.eu/joint-transnational-calls/  


 


 


Please contact your RA if you are interested in applying to calls relating to European 


Partnerships. Further details on European Partnerships can be found here. 


 


Reminder 


 


Projects in Cluster 2 (Culture, Creativity & Inclusive Society) and projects relating to New 


European Bauhaus calls will no longer be eligible for funding through the MBIE Horizon 


Europe Top-Up funding scheme. 


 


Horizon Europe – Work Programmes 


 


Official 2026-2027 Horizon Europe Work Programmes (PDFs) can be found here. 


 


Changes to Horizon Europe Application and Evaluation Process 


 


Horizon Implementation day – Novelties in the 2026-2027 Horizon Europe work programme 


(20 January 2026, recording available here). 


 


2026 Info Days and Brokerage Events 


 



https://beready4pandemics.eu/joint-transnational-calls/

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/european-partnerships-horizon-europe_en

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/other/event260120.htm#youtube
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The European Commission has announced a packed agenda of Horizon Europe Info Days 


and Brokerage Events for early 2026 – a great opportunity to get insights about upcoming 


calls and start building strong consortia across Europe. Recordings will be available for 


Info Days. 


 


Cluster 1 – Health 


Info Day – 10 February: link  


Brokerage Event – 26–30 January: link 


 


Cluster 2 – Culture, Creativity and Inclusive Society 


Info Day – 26 March: link 


Brokerage Event – 25 February: link 


 


Cluster 3 – Civil Security for Society 


Info Day – 4 March (more information coming soon) 


 


Cluster 4 – Digital, Industry and Space 


Info Days – 29–30 January: link  


Brokerage Events: 


- Speed-Dating Platform (12 Nov 2025 – 15 Apr 2026): link 


- Industry Brokerage Platform (12 Jan – 17 Apr 2026): link 


 


Cluster 5 – Climate, Energy and Mobility 


Info Day – 15 January: link 


Brokerage Event – 14 January: link 


 


Cluster 6 – Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment 


Info Days – 22–23 January: link 


Brokerage Event – 21 January 2026: link 


 


EU Missions 


Info Days – 20–21 January: link 


Brokerage Event – 28–29 January: link 


 


New European Bauhaus (NEB) 


Info Day – 24 February (more information coming soon) 


2. What is Horizon Europe 


 


Horizon Europe is the European Union’s key funding programme for research and innovation. 


On 9 July 2023, New Zealand associated to Pillar II of Horizon Europe. This means that New 


Zealand pays into the Horizon Europe budget, and NZ researchers can participate in project 



https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/1YFlNad27St9If0s5HDpXo/overview

https://www.b2match.com/e/cluster-health-horizon-europe-brokerage-2026

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/sAkccFozu9ewhdngHMM5P/overview

https://cluster2-community-platform.b2match.io/page-3011

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/3XGgEMlgVCmkeXoi9FVs32/overview

https://www.b2match.com/e/cl4-digital2026-matchmaking/components/61258

https://www.b2match.com/e/horizon-europe-industry-brokerage-2026/components/62872

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/Bfe77xRS2qXkjg2EPgcim/overview

https://www.b2match.com/e/greenet-brokerage-event-2026

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/2s2Xz6DhSgsazEcBuxo0Pm/overview

https://www.b2match.com/e/care4bio-2026

https://research-innovation-community.ec.europa.eu/events/4jD1h3248qxEnEKzoHXVG9/overview

https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/stage/registration-open-eu-missions-brokerage-event-2026

https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/Trade-General/Trade-Market-reports/New-Zealands-Association-to-Horizon-Europe-Twelve-Months-On-March-2024.pdf
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consortia under similar conditions as EU Member States. The UK, Canada, South Korea and 


Switzerland. Negotiations are still ongoing between the EU and Singapore. 


 


Benefits of joining Horizon Europe: 


• Horizon Europe enables New Zealand researchers and institutions to access 


significant funding, collaborate with leading global researchers, and contribute to 


solving major global challenges. 


• Being part of Horizon Europe also allows New Zealand to have a voice in shaping 


global research agendas and policy discussions. As an associated country, New 


Zealand holds observer status in the Programme Committees which govern Horizon 


Europe funding and priorities. New Zealand is represented on these Committees by 


MBIE officials and the Chief Science Advisors. 


• At an individual level, participating in Horizon Europe offers significant networking and 


career development opportunities as well exposure to different research 


methodologies and perspectives. 


 


3. Pillar II Key Points 


 


What is Pillar II? 


Pillar II of Horizon Europe focuses on science and technologies to address major global 


challenges, such as climate change, energy and health, with funding of €53.5 billion over the 


2021 to 2027 period.  


Funding opportunities are organised under ‘Work Programmes’, grouped by cluster: 


• Cluster 1: Health 


• Cluster 2: Culture, Creativity and an Inclusive Society 


• Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society 


• Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and Space 


• Cluster 5: Climate, Energy and Mobility 


• Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment 


 


• Horizon Europe Pillar II funding is not ‘curiosity driven’, it is highly directed with 


detailed calls for proposals that require applicants to show how they will address 


specific listed outcomes and expected impact. 


 



https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/cluster-1-health

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/cluster-2-culture-creativity-and-inclusive-society

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/cluster-3-civil-security-for-society

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/cluster-4-digital-industry-and-space

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/cluster-5-climate-energy-and-mobility

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/cluster-6-food-bioeconomy-natural-resources-agriculture-and-environment
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• Work programmes detail the funding opportunities (calls) available under Horizon 


Europe. Year on year these do not change significantly, and the ‘Clusters’ and 


‘Destinations’ remain the same. 


• Horizon Europe requires mandatory open access to publications and adherence to 


open science principles - Open science - European Commission 


• Organisations applying for Horizon Europe funds are required to have a gender 


equality plan in place. The University of Otago’s plan is available on our website. 


 


4. How do I Apply? 


 


Notify your dedicated Research Advisor (RA) that you intend to apply. 


 


1. Create and Update Your Profile: 


• You need an online and up-to-date personal profile to be found by consortia and 


take full advantage of networking opportunities. 


• Register your personal profile by creating an account on the Funding & Tenders 


(F&T) Portal under “How to Participate”. 


• Upload your information from your ORCID profile to populate your profile 


information tabs. 


 


2. Eligibility and Consortium Requirements: 



https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en

https://rea.ec.europa.eu/open-science_en

https://www.otago.ac.nz/humanresources/working-at-otago/equity/women-at-otago

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cas/eim/external/register.cgi

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/how-to-participate/1

https://orcid.org/signin
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• Eligibility for Horizon Europe Pillar II is characterised by “general openness” to 


consortia, which are multinational and interdisciplinary groups of individuals, 


research organisations, industry, and/or governments. 


• To be funded, you must be part of a consortium comprised of at least three 


organisations representing at least two Associate Members (AM) countries and 


one Member State (MS). Organisations representing low and middle-income 


countries (LMICs) should also be invited to participate. 


• Be mindful of specific eligibility criteria, such as the requirement for law 


enforcement agencies to be part of a consortium for crime-related calls. 


 


3. Joining Consortia: 


• Identify and harness your existing network of research contacts in the European 


Union and abroad. 


• Utilise online resources and contestable seed funding available through the Royal 


Society’s Catalyst Fund (Leaders and Seeding) if you wish to travel. 


• In the F&T Portal, publish “partner search announcements” per call for proposals, 


allowing others to note your interest and invite you to joint bids. 


 


4. Accessing Past and Present Projects: 


• Consult CORDIS Europa to access all past and present Horizon projects and learn 


what other organisations are doing in your research space. 


• Register to work as an expert and assess proposals to help you network and 


understand the application process upfront. 


 


5. Application Process: 


• Notify the Research Office through your dedicated RA when applying to Horizon 


Europe. 


• The application will be submitted through the F&T Portal. The Research Office 


holds UO's "PIC," a 9-digit Participant Identification Code needed to participate 


in a proposal. Use this PIC only with permission from your RA. 


• Communicate proactively with your RA to guarantee institutional signoff and full 


support of your application. 


 


6. Consortium Coordination: 


• If invited to join a research consortium, ask the “Primary Coordinator Contact” 


(PCoCo) to nominate you and your RA as a “Participant Contact” (PaCo). This 



https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/catalyst-fund/

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

https://cordis.europa.eu/

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/work-as-an-expert
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allows you and your RA to receive pre- and post-award notifications and manage 


your award through the F&T Portal. 


 


7. Budget and Funding: 


• The standard overhead rate for Horizon is 25% on Direct costs. The Ministry of 


Business Innovation and Employment (MBIE) will top-up the overhead costs 


shortfall (up to 100% of Direct Costs) if a proposal is successful, up to NZ$1.05 


million per project. 


• Structure your submission as a fully funded application with a budget including 25% 


overheads. Your RA will help you prepare the budget and obtain necessary internal 


approvals. 


 


8. Grant Preparation and Agreement: 


• When an application is awarded, liaise with your RA to receive a signed Financial 


Identification Form and Declaration of Honour. 


• Your RA will support you through the Grant Agreement Signature phase and 


reporting. 


 


9. Searching for Calls for Proposals: 


• Look at the Cluster PDF Work Programme documents available here and select 


those that interest you. Note potential keywords and run a search on the PDF 


document using these keywords. 


• Check for application deadlines and award budgets associated with each call for 


proposal. 


• Alternatively, identify calls for proposals in the F&T Portal, searching by keyword 


and using available filters. 


 


10. Partner Search Announcements: 


• Where applicable, add your own partner search announcement on the Funding and 


Tenders portal under the relevant call, with an expertise offer or request. 


• Think about your profiles on other platforms and what comes up on a Google 


search. 


 


5. How can the R & E Team help? 


 


The R & E team is available to support with Horizon Europe (HE) funding in several ways. 



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/reference-documents?programmePeriod=2021-2027&frameworkProgramme=43108390
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Kosta Tabakakis (Research Adviser focused on HE) can help with: 


• Navigating the HE Work Programmes and Funding & Tenders portal to identify 


potential opportunities based on your research area. 


• Introducing you to your National Contact Point (NCP) and setting up a meeting for 


your research colleagues/group/institute. 


• Developing your HE 1-page profile document. 


• Facilitating connections with potential project partners in Europe/associated countries 


and information about networking events for your Cluster (research area). 


• Regular updates about HE and forthcoming funding calls. 


If you would like to know more, please contact Kosta 


(kosta.tabakakis@otago.ac.nz)  


As with other funding sources, your Research Adviser can support with the following: 


• Proposal development, proofreading, and final application checks. 


• Drafting a budget, including advice about the MBIE domestic top up scheme for 


Horizon Europe. 


• Reviewing consortium agreements/contracts and any variations/amendments. 


• Understanding the specific reporting requirements, audits, and financial 


documentation needed for HE projects. 


• Project management support (for HE projects, this primarily takes place within the EU 


Funding and Tenders portal). 


• General advice about university policies and practices. 


For a full list of the Research & Enterprise team and related colleagues, 


see Research and Enterprise People 


 


6. National Contact Points 


 


The National Contact Points (NCPs) provide guidance, practical information, assistance on 


building research consortia, and all aspects of participation in Horizon Europe. NCPs details 


can be found on the MBIE Horizon Europe website.  



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

mailto:kosta.tabakakis@otago.ac.nz

https://www.otago.ac.nz/research/contacts

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/mbie-horizon-europe-top-up-funding-scheme

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/mbie-horizon-europe-top-up-funding-scheme

https://www.otago.ac.nz/research/contacts

https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe/
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Take the time to communicate with the NCP assigned to your Cluster or area of interest by 


sending a copy of your completed 1-page profile. 


 


7. Events 


Details on upcoming events can be found here on the European Commission’s website. 


Keep an on the events page for upcoming info days and brokerage events.  


The Horizon Europe Info Days provide prospective applicants and other stakeholders of EU 


research and innovation the opportunity to get information and ask questions about the main 


funding instruments, processes of Horizon EU per programme Cluster. You can attend these 


online. 


The Horizon Europe Brokerage Events provide unique opportunities for Horizon Europe 


proposers to find partners, discuss project ideas, stay informed, and build networks. Brokerage 


events can be in person-only, online-only or hybrid (in-person and online). 


 


Previous Events 


 


Links to recordings and slides can be found on the R & E Horizon Europe UO Researcher 


Support MS Teams channel here (under Key Resources). Please liaise with your RA if you 


require access. 


8. University of Otago Horizon Europe Researcher Register 


 


Please complete the following table and email it to your dedicated RA if you would like to be 


added to the register to receive key updates from the Research Office. 


 


First name 
 


Last name 
 


Department 
 


Division 
 



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/events?pageNumber=1&pageSize=5

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3A1OzsR4d0PxbwmaJ4aPvrT5kBYxSwTZ0N3-xV9N5AAEI1%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=7bbf3060-3e19-4ddc-aff6-78cd98183858&tenantId=0225efc5-78fe-4928-b157-9ef24809e9ba
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Research expertise (up to 


five keywords) 


 


Early career Yes/No (delete one) 


Horizon Europe Pillar II 


Readiness level (started 


working on bid) 


Yes/No (delete one) 


Pillar II (Global 


Challenges) cluster(s) 


List here 


Horizon 2020 or Horizon 


Europe Funding 


experience 


Yes/No (delete one) 


EU External collaborating 


institutions (previous and 


current) 


List here if applicable 


I would like access to the 


Horizon Europe – UO 


Researcher Support MS 


Teams channel. 


Your RA will send you the 


link. 


Yes/No (delete one) 


9. University of Otago Horizon Europe MS Teams Channel 


A collaborative space designed specifically for university academics and researchers seeking 


guidance and support for submissions related to Horizon Europe Pillar II. It aims to provide a 


supportive environment where individuals can exchange insights, ask questions, receive 


guidance, and stay updated on the latest information and best practices related to Horizon 


Europe funding opportunities. 



https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
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10. Decision Tree 


 Where to go? 


Funding & Tenders 
Portal 


UO Horizon Europe 
MS Teams Channel 


To create a Profile. 


To search the portal for 
funding opportunities. 


To search for Partners. 


To search for Projects 
and Results. 


To register as an expert. 


To prepare and submit 
your proposal(s). 


To access the grant 
agreement for awarded 
projects. 


To submit reports 
(technical and 
financial). 


To access tutorials and 
webinars. 


To access key 
resources (e.g., 
presentations). 


To ask Research Office 
staff questions relating 
to HE Pillar II. 


To receive key updates 
relating to HE Pillar II 
(e.g., funding calls, 
events). 


 


Otago Horizon 
Europe Digital 


Assistant 


To get quick answers to 
initial Horizon Europe 
queries. This may 
include: 


• Call eligibility 
• Deadlines 
• Participation rules 
• Guidance on 


proposal structure 
and evaluation 
criteria. 


• To learn about 
budgeting rules, 
ethics, and Open 
Science 
requirements. 


• To find tips for 
consortium 
building and 
partner search. 


• To navigate post-
award tasks 
(reporting, 
deliverables, 
amendments). 


• To access links to 
official EU 
sources. 





