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Special Research News - Transition Research Fund (TRF) 2027 

 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
MBIE has now released high-level information on the new Transition Research Fund (TRF) 2027, including the 
Investment Plan and Gazette Notice. 
 
You can find further detail here: 
 

• 2027 Transition Research Fund Gazette 23 Jun 2026 
• Transition Research Fund Investment Plan 2027 
• Transition Research Fund 2027 overview 

 
What we know so far 
 
The TRF brings together investigator-led funding previously delivered through the Marsden and Endeavour Funds 
into a single fund. It will operate through three mechanisms: 

• Talent Development (supporting emerging researchers and future talent aligned to the Technology for 
Prosperity pillar) 

• Projects (innovative, high-impact research) 
• Programmes (larger, collaborative and longer-term initiatives) 

 
The fund is transitional, intended to operate for a single funding round as the system moves to a future model. 
Overall investment is expected to be broadly consistent with existing Marsden and Endeavour funding, but 
structured differently. Funding decisions will be made by Research Funding New Zealand, with a strong expectation 
of alignment to national science priorities. 
 
You may also be aware that this sits within the broader Science Investment Plan (SIP) and system reforms, which 
introduce a more strategy-led, priority-driven funding approach. This is articulated through four pillars: 

• Technology for Prosperity 

• Primary Industries and Bioeconomy 

• Environmental Sustainability and Resilience 

• Healthy People and a Thriving Society  
 
The four pillars have five to six priority opportunities in scope for public investment. 
 
What this means for Otago researchers 
 
There are still important details to come (including call timing, application processes, and assessment criteria). 
However, we expect: 

• A single, highly competitive funding round 
• A strong emphasis on alignment with national pillar priorities and delivering impact to opportunities under 

the pillars 
• Changes to the scale and structure of proposals 

 
Given the scale of change and the institutional cap on the number of applications able to be submitted, we will be: 

• Developing an internal triage and prioritisation process to support the strongest possible applications 
• Providing targeted advice and workshops once more detail is released 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgazette.govt.nz%2Fnotice%2Fid%2F2026-go3395&data=05%7C02%7Cresearch%40otago.ac.nz%7Ca656237babba440f0e4308ded0cd0671%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639177776159487088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9GohuBAY8me3Iyq7%2FlNLIPcm0M71F3TKACo%2BeOM6dZU%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mbie.govt.nz%2Fscience-and-technology%2Fscience-and-innovation%2Ffunding-information-and-opportunities%2Finvestment-funds%2Ftransition-research-fund-2027%2Finvestment-plan-2027&data=05%7C02%7Cresearch%40otago.ac.nz%7Ca656237babba440f0e4308ded0cd0671%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639177776159544757%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mrejB4kWFcz8TqaiXphnd5xIKDHOTi1bWOjx8tsaZXg%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mbie.govt.nz%2Fscience-and-technology%2Fscience-and-innovation%2Ffunding-information-and-opportunities%2Finvestment-funds%2Ftransition-research-fund-2027&data=05%7C02%7Cresearch%40otago.ac.nz%7Ca656237babba440f0e4308ded0cd0671%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639177776159602219%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r2jLtdVT5HFppDWvl0kMQA5qPcwMthIUJ87VCE2suK8%3D&reserved=0
https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mbie.govt.nz%2Fscience-and-technology%2Fscience-and-innovation%2Fagencies-policies-and-budget-initiatives%2Fscience-investment-plan-2026-2036&data=05%7C02%7Cresearch%40otago.ac.nz%7Ca656237babba440f0e4308ded0cd0671%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639177776159656367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UIqC%2FFXrlzWGTPOhgFSW%2FARnxLz0%2BhG139nyu0mlLig%3D&reserved=0
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• Re-deploying university resource where appropriate (particularly to support larger programme proposals) 
 
Next steps / immediate actions 
 
MBIE is hosting a webinar on Thursday 25 June (11:30am) providing further information and Q&A. We strongly 
encourage researchers to attend if considering applying to the TRF. 
 
We recognise there is considerable uncertainty at this stage. We will share further guidance as soon as MBIE 
releases more operational detail. 
Please get in touch with the Research & Enterprise Office (RA/BDM you would usually contact) if you would like to 
discuss how these changes may affect your research plans. 
 
Ngā mihi 
Research & Enterprise Office 
 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F8b91da9e-bf39-47f9-95b9-05fb7d09630d%4078b2bd11-e42b-47ea-b011-2e04c3af5ec1&data=05%7C02%7Cresearch%40otago.ac.nz%7Ca656237babba440f0e4308ded0cd0671%7C0225efc578fe4928b1579ef24809e9ba%7C0%7C0%7C639177776159704159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1BnLaY2AasotRzGwpsiqea7GK0trlB0iGOSPHj6RoJ0%3D&reserved=0

