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Abstract

The practice of health technology assessment (HTA) has traditionally been dominated by
cost-effectiveness analyses, but the past few years have witnessed a surge of interest in the
use of multi criteria decision analysis (MCDA). In this presentation, it is argued that multiple
criteria are already being considered in HTA decisions and the question is not whether
MCDA should be used in HTA, but rather how. The question of how to use multiple criteria
in decisions is focused on whether to use quantitative MCDA models or a more deliberative
MCDA approach — it is argued that this depends on the jurisdiction under consideration.
Finally, the common aspects between MCDA and economic evaluation techniques such as
cost-consequence analysis and cost-effectiveness analysis will be described before
highlighting the need to develop guidance on ‘good MCDA practice in HTA’.
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