
 Me aro atu ki kā tai timu, tai pari 
 Kauraka koe me tō kotahi e toro atu ki te akau toka 
 Me aro atu koe ki kā tohu o te raki me Tawhirimātea 
 Kia mataara ki kā karu – kauraka e huri tuarā atu i 

Takaroa 
 Kia tupato ki kā wāhi māeneene, ki kā toka titaha hoki 
 Haria atu kā para ka kimihia ki te akau, whiua ki te ipu 

para kē

 Me noho tawhiti koe i kā manu me kā penu 
 Me noho tawhiti koe i kā pakake me kā whakahao 
 Whakamahia ō karu toro me tō kamera ki te titiro 

patata
 Ki te patata atu kā whakahao ki a koe – āta neke 

whakamuri 
 Kia mauri tau tāu kurī

  Āta hikoi 
  Waiho atu kā tini o Takaroa 
  Waiho atu kā rimurapa kua piri ki kā toka 
  Kia kāwari tō pā atu ki kā tini o Takaroa – patata atu ki 

te whenua me ō rikarika mākū 
  Kia āta whakahoki kā toka ki ō rātou wāhi tika 
  Kauraka e rahi tō kohikohi aka, he kāika kē mā ētahi 

atu tini o Takaroa

This guide illustrates only some of the more common seashore animals and plants.  
Visit our website for a comprehensive list, Māori names and information about their ecology.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this guide at the time of publication.

KIA TIAKINA KA TINI O TAKAROA 

KIA KAHA KIA KAURAKA E RAWEKE  
KA TINI O TAKAROA

The NZ Marine Studies Centre (Dunedin) provides expert 
knowledge, research opportunities, educational programmes and 

resources for schools about New Zealand’s marine environment.
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KIA TUPATO, KIA TIKA HOKI TO MAHI

PukA A
-
Rahi  

mO
-  

te  
akau TOKA

He puka ārahi mō kā tīni o Takaroa ka noho  
ki kā akau toka o te Tai Toka

Te Tai Toka

We understand that there are many regional differences and acknowledge 
that whānau, hapū and iwi have their own names and understandings of the 

creatures in their area. If you are able to help by adding a Māori name, or giving 
us the regional variation, we would be interested in hearing from you.

Please email marine-studies@otago.ac.nz



Pāpaka Huna
Notomithrax spp.

42mm

pa
-
paka

Paparere
Cyclograpsus lavauxi

28mm

Waerau
Halicarcinus innominatus

19mm

Rērere
Hemigrapsus sexdentatus

57mm

Kāunga / Waerau
Pagurus spp. 

10mm

Kawekawe / Kokoriki
Petrolisthes elongatus 

10mm

Pāpaka Huruhuru
Hemigrapsus crenulatus 

40mm

ko
-
pu
-
pu
-
tai

Pūngorungoru*
Halichondria spp.

Porotaka Moana 
Tethya bergquistae

40mm

Mōwhiti / Potipoti 
Amphipod
5-10mm

Kutu Moana
Isopod
10mm

Tarawera / Koeke
Palaemon affinis

65mm

ko
-
tore moana

Kōtore Moana
Actinia tenebrosa

40mm
Kōtore Tāhekeheke Mā*

Actinothoe albocincta 
10mm

Kōtore Papawai*
Anthopleura aureoradiata

30mm

Kōtore Rei*
Corynactis australis

10mm

Kōtore Ōriwa*
Isactinia olivacea

25mm

Weri Moana
Isopod

20-30mm

*Names created by transliteration  (literally translated into Māori) as there was no specific name found for the specific species (scientific name), but created also  from the general 
name found.

ko
-
uraura me nga

-
   

uri tata noke MOANA

Noke Pā
Spirobranchus cariniferus

50mm

Noke Moana
Family Nereididae

150mm

tiotio

Werewere Tūkaha
Calantica spinosa

40mm

Tiotio Tai Pari
Chamaesipho columna

9mm

Tio Piripiri
Austrominius modestus

5mm

Piri Ngongo
Family Serpulidae

3mm

Papatakaroa

Patakaroa Toru Me Te Toru*
Allostichaster insignis

150mm

Takaroa Wae Whitu
Astrostole scabra

360mm

Kapu Parahua
Patiriella spp.

70mm

Papatakaroa
Coscinasterias muricata

150mm

Pātakaroa
Stichaster australis

300mm

Pātakaroa
Ophiomyxa brevirima

50mm

Noke Pū Kura*
Galeolaria hystrix

50mm

Noke Piri
Anonymous kaikourensis

50mm

Plicate Barnacle
Epopella plicata

25mm
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papatua

Papatua*
Acanthochitona zelandica 

25mm

Papatua Kākāriki*
Chiton glaucus

35mm

Papatua
Sypharochiton pelliserpentis

50mm

Ka
-
 KIHI

Papatua Parāone*
Ischnochiton maorianus

40mm

Rori
Scutus breviculus

150mm

Pāua
Haliotis iris

250mm
Koeo / Marapeka
Haliotis virginea

50mm
Hihiwa / Korohiwa / Koeo

Haliotis australis
85mm

Piha-kau Kiritona*
Doris wellingtonensis

100mm

Papatua Pūrerehua*
Cryptoconchus porosus

70mm

pa
-
ua / rori

Kākihi/Piritoka 
Cellana ornata

40mm

Kākihi/Piritoka 
Cellana radians

40mm

Kākihi / Piritoka
Cellana strigilis

80mm
Tūpere

Atalacmea fragilis
15mm

Kākihi Awaawa
Siphonaria australis 

20mm

shell interior

Kākihi/Piritoka 
Notoacmea elongata 

8mm

Piha-kau Rēmana*
Dendrodoris citrina

75mm

angarua

Pukanikani
Aulacomya maoriana

80mm

Toretore
Mytilus galloprovincialis

100mm

Tio Para
Ostrea chilensis

100mm

pu
-
pu
-

Ngaeti
Austrolittorina antipodum

8mm

Ngaeti
Austrolittorina cincta

16mm

Māihi
Diloma aethlops

28mmPūpū / Pūpū Kōrama/ Pūpū Atamarama
Lunella smaragda

70mm

Hopetea
Haustrum lacunosum

35mm

Koeti
Zeacumantus subcarinatus

16mm

papa kura iti

Papa Kura Iti
Calloria inconspicua

20mm

Kukupara / Hānea
Xenostrobus neozelandicus

30mm

Huamutu
Buccinulum linea 

25mm

Māihi
Diloma spp. 

26mm

Kaikai Tio
Haustrum scobina

35mm

Kuku / Kutai
Perna canaliculus

150mm



IKA

Tuamaka
Acanthoclinus fuscus

300mm

Papawharu
Gastroscyphus hectoris

90mm
Kōkopu

Forsterygion spp.
50-110mm

Solitary Ascidians
Asterocarpa spp.

40mm

Sea Squirts

Colonial Ascidians
Hypsistozoa fasmeriana

Sea Tulip
Pyura pachydermatina

400mm

Branching Velvet Weed
Codium fragile

300mm

Intestine Weed 
Ulva intestinalis

150mm

Encrusting Velvet Weed
Codium convolutum

200mm

Sea Rimu
Caulerpa brownii

300mm

Bryozoans

Flexible Bryozoans
Elzerina binderi

20mm

Ureure
Chaetomorpha coliformis

20mm

Bryopsis spp.
80mm

Colonial Ascidians
Didemnum spp.

Colonial Ascidians 
Botrylloides spp.

Seaweed Encrusting Bryozoan
Membranipora membranacea

Rock Encrusting Bryozoan

Rimu
Ulva spp.
300mm

rimurimu ka- ka- riki

rimurimu pARa-ONE

Flap Jack or Sea Wrack
Carpophyllum flexuosum

2m

Zig-zag Weed
Cystophora scalaris

1.5m
Neptune’s Necklace
Hormosira banksii

500mm

Bladder Kelp
Macrocystis pyrifera

30m

Wakame 
Undaria pinnatifida

1m

Gummy Weed
Splachnidium rugosum

200mm

RIMURIMU KURA

Erect Coralline Algae 
Arthrocardia corymbosa 

120mm

Encrusting Coralline Algae 

Moss Weed
Bostrychia arbuscula 

50mm

Pachymenia Dichotoma 
500mm

Karengo / Kareko
Pyropia spp. 

300mm

Scytosiphon lomentaria
300mm

Sac Weed
Colpomenia spp.

100mm

Sea Sack
Adenocystis utricularis

90mm

Filamentous Brown Weed
Ectocarpus spp.

100mm

Rimurapa
Durvillaea poha

3-10m

Carrageenan Weed
Sarcothalia livida

200mm

Filamentous Red
Polysiphonia spp.

150mm

Kōauau
Xiphophora gladiata

500mm


