
 
 

 

 

 

Table 4.2: Selected causes of death, all-ages, 2000–2004 

 

Māori Non-Māori Cause of death 

Number Rate Number Rate 

Rate ratio (95% CI) 

Circulatory system diseases 4,316 139.8 51,805 61.2 2.29 (2.21–2.36) 

Ischaemic heart disease 2,449 80.0 28,688 35.5 2.25 (2.16–2.35) 

Stroke 685 21.7 13,092 13.5 1.61 (1.49–1.74) 

Chronic rheumatic heart disease  186 6.0 545 0.8 7.46 (6.19–9.00) 

Cancer 3,640 119.2 36,372 67.3 1.77 (1.71–1.83) 

Lung 1,127 36.8 6,206 11.4 3.23 (3.03–3.45) 

Breast: female 344 21.3 2,806 12.4 1.71 (1.53–1.92) 

Colorectal 254 8.4 5,481 9.4 0.89 (0.78–1.01) 

Stomach 213 7.0 1,316 2.4 2.97 (2.56–3.45) 

 

Note: Rates are calculated per 100,000 and were age-sex-standardised to the 2001 Māori population.  

Rates for female breast cancer are sex-specific. 
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cancer) and in some tables what part of population (eg. 
Total/Males/Females) 
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(eg. all-ages) and the years of data (eg. 2000-2004) 
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deaths for a certain cause 
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given time (eg. 2000-2004) 
 

Tells us the rate of deaths for 
a particular cause in a defined 
population at a given time (eg. 
8.4 deaths per 100,000).  For 
details see table notes 
 

Tells us the rate ratio, which is the 
Māori rate divided by the non-Māori 
rate for a particular condition.  If the 
ratio is more than 1.00 then Maori 
have a higher risk (eg. Māori rate is 
2.97 times the non-Māori rate).  If the 
ratio is less than 1.00 then Maori have 
a lower risk than non-Māori (eg. Māori 
rate is 0.89 times the non-Māori rate).  
 

Tells us the 95 percent 
confidence interval of the 
rate ratio.  If this does not 
include 1.00 the rates of 
Māori and non-Māori are 
statistically significantly 
different (eg. 1.53-1.92 for 
the ratio of 1.71. If this does 
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statistically significantly 
different (eg. 0.78-1.01 for 
the ratio of 0.89) 
 

Group of 
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Tells us more information about the measure 
(eg. rate per 100,000) and which population the 
rate has been standardised to (eg. standardised 
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Appendix 4 for more information on rates and 
age standardisation 
 

How to read tables 

Tells us which groups the 
data is about  
(eg. Māori or non-Māori) 
 

For further information on methods, see Appendix 1: Methods in Appendices and Notes. 
 

The 95% confidence 
interval is a range of 
likely values for each 
estimate.   The rates 
and ratios in this 
table are the best 
estimate for the 
specific rates and 
ratios.  We are 95% 
confident that the 
true value of the 
estimate lies within 
the confidence 
interval 
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Example 1: 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4.1: Age-distribution of Māori and non-Māori deaths during 2000–2004 
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For further information on methods, see Appendix 1: Methods in Appendices and Notes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tells us what measure the graph 
represents (eg. percentage)  

Tells us what the graph is about and includes 
information on the years of data (eg. 2000-
2004) 

Tells us which shade 
represents which group (eg. 
black is Māori and grey is 
non-Māori) 



Example 2: 
 

 

 

 

Figure 4.7: Major causes of death among Māori aged 5–14 years, 2000–2004 
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For further information on methods, see Appendix 1: Methods in Appendices and Notes. 
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represents (eg. rate per 
100,000)  
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