
MONTHLY UPDATE
DEPARTMENT OF BIO-
CHEMISTRY
Well 2022 is well underway with Easter nearly upon us. It was a busy start to the year 
rearranging teaching plans to accommodate the impending pandemic and teaching in 
hybrid format to accommodate isolating students (and staff ).   We remain hopeful that 
things will ease in the second half of the semester as some of us are a wee bit over the 
online scenario.  A big shout out to all course coordinators and all of our PPFs for keeping 
the teaching effort going under challenging times 

We have a record number of 400-level students in the Department who are just finding 
their feet in the research labs.  We haven’ t had a real welcome for them yet but watch 
this space. The Mike Murphy and Rob Smith Scholarship awards are well subscribed as 
a consequence of the numbers and we look forward to announcing the winners soon.  
There’s a bit of a buzz amongst the postgraduate students as they choose where they 
might travel in the world for a conference or lab visit this year.  We expect the Marjorie 
McCallum awards will soon be put to good use, after a two year hiatus. The notification 
last week that the QMB meeting is full steam ahead this year was a welcome announcement for many.

I don’t think we formally announced our 300 and 400 level 2021 prize winners from last year which were:

Norman Edson 300-level prize: Theresa Matheson-Grant
Norman Edson 400-level prize: Anita Lu
George Peterson 400-level prize: Flynn Kelly and Louise Walker
Merv Smith 400-level prize: Rhiannon Adams
More on these awards and past winners can be found on our website’s news page

Our social scene had been pretty grim lately thanks to COVID.  Happy hour got back underway with a very limited 
crowd on Friday. If any postgraduate students have suggestions as to how to make our happy hour more popular please 
let us know. We would also be pleased to hear from (or of ) any budding quizmasters, as we have a quiz night planned 
for the 17th June.

Thank you to Nathan, Alana, Peter and Miriama for the wonderful workshops on Te Reo Vision Mātauranga which 
was well subscribed and enjoyed by all. We have learnt a waiata or two, have been well versed on how to construct our 
pepeha and are capable of some basic questions and greeting.  This will be a continuing journey for everyone.

We have three further workshops coming up, one on dealing with the media from the University’s media engagement 
team and two on data management within the Department with Murray. The media training workshop is scheduled for 
Wednesday 4th May between 9.00 am and 12.00 noon, and the first Data Storage Workshop with Murray Cadzow on 
Thursday 5th May at 12.00 noon (1 hour).

Speaking of media appearances our wonderful Kurt has been very active again this year commenting on the pandemic 
- from how to avoid catching COVID, to his expert opinion on the new antivirals (check out RNZ to hear some of his 
interviews). We have now officially lost count of the number of news and TV articles in which he has appeared but it’s 
well over 80.

Keep watching Twitter and the FB news feed for research stories from the Department.  We saw Louise feature recently 
in the ODT with her work identifying a mutation associated with intellectual disabilities, and a story about Steph and 
Indranil’s recent paper on CLN5 mutations was featured in  Batten Disease News.

A warm welcome to new staff members who have joined us in the last couple of months, the prep room has a few new 
faces (one more still to come) and there are several new postdocs to drive the research effort.

I hope everyone takes the opportunity over Easter and mid semester to take a long break and a nap or two.



How to build a pepeha, from one of the Te Reo Vision Mātauranga workshops.

Building
At the risk of adopting the language of the CCP, it seems the building is in a state of “permanent revolution”. As one 
project draws to an end the next one starts to wind up. The offices and writeup spaces for the new mega lab on the 
third floor are gradually being handed over, and the lab proper should be open and functioning soon. Then we have the 
privilege of welcoming the property services trades-people along the corridor to start rebuilding the Genomics area, for  
Cancer Genetics lab to gradually inhabit by about the end of the year. Genomics themselves will decant into G.20 on a 
semi-permanent basis, but the sequencers will stay put for now. 

We are lucky to have these workers here, because as well as being skilful, they are accommodating and are building 
facilities with an eye to future maintenance. So give please them consideration as they go about their work.

The ground floor corridor is nearing completion too - that has seen new ceilings, new lights, new wall linings, new 
painting, and now a new floor on Anniversary Day will finish it off. G20 will probably see a bit of development to 
accommodate Genomics. There is talk of an accessible toilet somewhere there too.

Whilst we had hoped to have the server room as a parents room by now, the plan is still alive as we wait for it to be 
vacated. (It does have three heat-pumps in it, so if worse came to worst we have a ready-made sauna).

The chilled water for room cooling is gradually getting further around the building, with Big13 and the Genetics on the 
ground floor nearly there now. 

We have put a new projector in the George Petersen seminar room, and moved the one from there up to 3.19. In the 
recent funding round a new ice machine was approved, but it could take a few months to arrive. This is to replace the 
very noisy unit that used to be on the second floor. Kickbacks maybe required to halt its return in the meantime.

Peter Small



Jess Zoric – prep room 
technical assistant

Mary Hawkes – ARF with 
Nathan Kenny

Tom Nicholson – ARF with 
Paul and SO with Kurt

Liam Turk – PDF with 
Peter M

Déanna Shea – PDF with 
Sally

DJ Champion – now ARF 
with Paul

New staff

Lohitha Putha – ARF 
with Sigurd

Prasanthi Namburi – ARF 
with Richard

Zohaib Rana – PDF with 
Sarah

Jacqueline Godfrey – vision Mātauranga Support Co-ordinator with Genomics Aotearoa: 
Works remotely from the Bay of Plenty

Tessa Stratton – prep 
room technician

Louise Walker - ARF with 
Nathan

Health & Safety, and Compliance
With a change in the weather, please take care entering the building on wet days as the floor can be slippery.  Take your 
time and try not to rush.

Thank you to everyone who needed to update their training and attended refreshers.  A reminder that Biochemistry 
training is still scheduled for Thursdays, 10am in Room 212 – anyone who is due their training can attend these 
sessions.

Our recent remote MPI audit went well, albeit not without the odd technical hitch.  Two labs were audited in the 
department via Zoom, and I want to thank those research groups involved in this.  The MPI auditor also had a look at 
the progress of the new lab on the third floor, as we will request provisional PC2 approval for this area.

I hope everyone has a relaxing Easter break and that you take time for yourselves after a busy start to the year.

Noho ora mai, Jackie



400-Level students 2022

Phoebe Allan, Lamont Sarah Barber, Dunbier Henry Bornman, Eaton-Rye Kiri-Moana Burich,  
Diermeier

Josh Clegg, Hughes Robert Cresswell, Krause

Erin Delargy, Dearden Finn Dobbie, Brown Henry Gong, Ledgerwood Daniel Gray, Major Sofia Gray, Hughes Kadin Hermans, Eaton-Rye

Judy Jewell, Black Sam John, Diermeier Phoebe  Keddell, Dearden Anna Mason, Krause Theresa Matheson-Grant, Bicknell

Kate McPhail, Dearden Kaitlyn Michelle, Hughes Jessica Morris, Day  Eva Mulder, Dearden Emily Park, Mace Adrian Smith-Beech, Wilbanks

Connor Sylva-Baird, Brown Jake Szostak, Krause Caleb  Trimble ,Mace Hollie Unwin, Dunbier Alex van Weerden, Hughes Mitchell Walshaw, Bicknell

Caitriona MacTaggart, 
Ledgerwood



Broaden your mind and 
enhance your PhD research 

with an overseas workshop or 
laboratory visit

Apply for a
Marjorie McCallum Travel 

Award 

Applications close 1st May 

Fine print and application forms available from 
the office


