
Welcome To 2012 
Hey Team Undergrad Botany! 

2012 is well underway and I must apologize for  

the lack of Green News. My name is Julia O’Bri-

en and this year I will be the editor of this glori-

ous beast. So if at any stage I try and ring you in 

for an ar cle you best comply.  Good luck with 

the business end of the semester and hope you 

enjoy this copy/please read it!  

Thanks  

Julia   
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Knight’s busKnKnight’s bush, Lawrence – and my first BotSoc field 
trip! 

 

Leaving the Botany department at 8.30, we drove in convoy with 
the Otago Botanical Society to Lawrence. This was a quick pit‐
stop before heading west toward the Clutha River. To access 
Knight’s Bush a li le off ‐road driving was involved, but a er a 
barely successful a empt at the first grassy hill in John’s li le car 
we decided to abandon it and catch a ride with the others to the 
start of the track. Knight’s Bush is a privately owned reserve, part 
of which has been fenced off from deer, surrounded by farm land 
that runs along the edge of the Clutha River. Once driving to the 
edge of the reserve it was a 20 min walk down to the quaint li le 
hut, which was hand built from manuka logs. The walk down took 
us much longer than the 20 minutes, as we were busy iden fying 
the plant and fungi that where growing in the reserve. When we 
finally reached the hut, it was unanimously decided ‐ lunch me. 
From here we broke into small groups and went to various loca‐

ons recording what plants were to be found and to see if there 
was a difference between the semi deer‐proofed area and the 
outside of the fence. I joined in a group to walk along the river 
towards an old mill sight to see the totara forest, along the way 
pulling out the self‐seeded, wilding pines. Also saw a few kahika‐
tea. We met up with the other groups at the hut at 4pm for a bit 
of a ernoon tea before heading out. The trip back up to the car 
was somewhat faster, arriving back to Dunedin 7.30pm. 

 

This was my first trip with the BotSoc and was surprised to find 
such a fascina ng place so close to Dunedin which I didn’t even 
know existed!  Apparently there are innumerable such places and 
with so many keen and enthusias c botanists to pass on their 
knowledge, I am ready to try some more 

 

   

Girl Survives Botnay Society Trip and Lives To Tell Tale!  

Aimee Pritchard and Jonathon Wil‐

liams chill out in knights bush! Who 

said BotSoc trips were hard!  



 

 

Plant of the Month! (what a lucky plant!) 

Dianella nigra 

Xanthorrhoeaceae 

New Zealand Blueberry, Turutu, Ink Berry 

Na ve, Endemic 

Dianella nigra is a common yet inconspicuous plant o en mistaken for a type of 

grass. If one looks closer though they will no ce that unlike the grasses Dianella 

leaf blades come out in a very dis nc ve fan from the ps of strong horizontal 

rhizomes. Also, unlike a grass it has bright blue or purple berries, hence the 

name ‘New Zealand Blueberry’. When squeezed these berries release a large 

quan ty of purple juice which could be used as a weak ink.  

The species is found all over New Zealand in many habitat types and can toler‐

ate everything from deep shade to full sun. It can tolerate very dry soil condi‐

ons and can be found growing as an epiphyte in large trees, even exo c ones 

such as Pinus radiata. The berries look good to eat, but are apparently slightly 

poisonous to humans, so don’t try ea ng them if you get hungry in the bush. 

Because of its a rac ve berries and foliage, the species is grown commercially 

as a garden plant and is o en used in landscaping to create textured borders or 

mass ground‐cover features.  

D. nigra is one of three species of na ve Dianella in New Zealand, the others 

being D. la ssima and D. haema ca. The genus is widespread through southern 

Asia and the Pacific with 20‐ 30 species distributed from India to Japan and 

south through Australia, New Zealand, and the Pacific Islands. The genus is in‐

cluded in the monocot family Xanthorrhoeaceae which includes other New Zea‐

land genera such as Herpolirion (Sky lily), Phormium (Harakeke), Bulbinella 

(Maori onion), and Xeronema (Poor Knights lily). If none of these names sound 

familiar you may know the most prominent species in the family, one of the 

species of Aloe, Aloe vera, used in many cosme c skin products.  

If you want to see some D. nigra there is some growing in the na ve sec on at 

the Dunedin botanic garden, or find some regenera ng Manuka forest (a fa‐

voured habitat) and have a look round on the forest floor for plants. 

Rowan Hindmarsh‐Walls.  

 

D.nigra trying to be a grass but 

we know be er don’t we!  

Photo: Wayne Benn  

D.nigria berries!  

Photo: Jeremy Rolfe 



Over the years, there has been one question that has really baf-
fled anyone studying pollination in New Zealand: why is there 
a lack of specialised pollination in New Zealand?  As many will 
know, many of New Zealand’s flowers are radial, white and 
have small nectar rewards, thus are predominantly pollinated 
by flies, but what about some  examples of brightly coloured 
and bilaterally shaped flowers such as the Clianthus puniceus 
(kakabeak)? Were there  other more specialised pollinators that 
lived in the past compared to the existing pollinators of these 
flowers such as tui, kaka, stitchbird, gecko and forest-ringlet 
butterfly? There is not much evidence to support that New Zea-
land did even have specialised pollinators that are now extinct, 
in contrast to the more generalist pollinators of  the present day. 
Maybe  some of these colourful arrays of flowers can be put 
down to climatic conditions, considering New Zealand experi-
enced tropical climates during the late Eocene and Miocene pe-
riods, but therein lies another problem– there are many more 
colourful plants found on Subantarctic islands, consisting of the 
megaherbs that grow in these very cold, isolated areas of the 
globe. Whilst some species have co-evolved together (in partic-
ular, the short-tailed bat and Dactylanthus taylorii), this lack of 
specialisation/mutualism continues to puzzle us, not that the 
birds, geckos, bats and bugs seem to mind however… 

Luke Easton  

 

Pollination in New Zealand 

 

Lizard sliming along passing 

pollen out… kind of like the 

boys at the Cook!  

Photo: Wikipedia?  

What big ears you 

have  Luke!  

Photo: Wikipedia?  



Upcoming Events  
Wednesday 16 May 2012 
12 noon 
Floral biology and gene c 
varia on in Euphrasia dy-
eri. 

Vicky McGimpsey, MSc 
candidate. 

Are reproduc ve charac-
teris cs of Wahlenbergia 
albomarginata depend-
ent on environment? 

Olivia Sawrey, MSc candi‐
date. 

Wednesday 23 May 2012 
12 noon 
Beyond New Zealand: 
Global Biodiversity of 
Myxomycetes 

Prof. Steven Stephenson, 
Department of Biological 
Sciences, University of 
Arkansas, Faye eville, 
USA 

 

 

Suli Teasdale and Lorna Li le display their wining pic‐

tures in the Botanical Society Photo Comp!  

Photo: Otago Botany Website  

Don’t forget the delight that is the botanical garden just metres 

down the road!  

Photo: Google  


